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Hyundai Motorsport aims to go the distance as second season begins at Monte-Carlo

· Hyundai Motorsport aims to put 2014 experience into practice as the team’s second season in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) gets underway at Rallye Monte-Carlo next week
· Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul and Dani Sordo/Marc Martí will take charge of the two Hyundai i20 WRCs entered into this event, driving the #7 and #8 cars respectively
· A preparatory test was carried out with both crews in mid-December in the Ardèche region of France which was followed by an extra pre-event test earlier this week.

Alzenau, Germany

January 16, 2015 – Hyundai Motorsport is ready to get its second year in the competitive FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) underway in style at the traditional season-opener, Rallye Monte-Carlo, next week. 12 months on from the team’s historic debut in the WRC, Hyundai Motorsport returns to the Principality with a clear intent to raise its game and continue to get closer to the leading competitors.
The team has entered two Hyundai i20 WRC cars into Rallye Monte-Carlo under the Hyundai Shell World Rally Team with Belgians Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai i20 WRC #7) and Spaniards Dani Sordo/Marc Martí (Hyundai i20 WRC #8) on driving duties, as they will be at all 13 events this season. 

Complex logistics, unpredictable weather and constant changes in grip are the main features of Rallye Monte-Carlo and will be the primary challenges faced by the teams in next week’s event. Tyre choice will also be critical; Monte-Carlo is the only event on the calendar where competitors – equipped on Michelin - will have five different tyre compounds to choose from – hard, soft, super soft, snow and studded. Mastering the correct configuration will be the key to the teams’ success. 
Hyundai Motorsport’s preparations for Rallye Monte-Carlo started as early as mid-December last year, when Neuville and Sordo tested the Hyundai i20 WRC over four days in the Ardèche region – encountering a variety of climatic conditions that allowed the team to fine-tune the cars for next week’s rally. A final two-day pre-event test has been carried out early this week to allow the drivers to get more mileage on the car and make some final adjustments ahead of the rally. 
In addition, the team will use all its acquired experience, data and learning from 2014 to tackle Rallye Monte-Carlo with the aim of getting closer to its main rivals. With this event being so unpredictable, anything is possible but with a good driver line-up and lessons learned from its maiden outing in WRC last season, Hyundai Motorsport will be looking for a good result in its first competitive event of the New Year. 
Team Principal Michel Nandan said: “Rallye Monte-Carlo is well-known for quickly changing conditions and for always having many surprises in store. Even if you have experience from previous events, there are a lot of parameters influencing the result that you cannot control. Although our Rallye Monte-Carlo debut last year didn’t last very long, we were happy with the tyre choices we made and we are confident we will work in the right way again this time with our partners Michelin. We experienced a lot of bad luck in this event in 2014 but we’re aiming for a different result this time around. Our drivers know the event well, we know their level on asphalt is high and we know if the conditions are icy, wet or mixed then they can adapt and perform well in these circumstances. We’re still at an early stage in our development but we believe we can challenge strongly during a rally where car performance is not as much of a factor as it is on other rallies.”
For Neuville, Rallye Monte-Carlo has proven to be a tough event in the past but the Belgian is eager to prove a point in his fourth appearance at the event. 

Neuville commented: “It’s true that we haven’t been very successful at Rallye Monte-Carlo in the past but it’s always a pleasure to drive on these roads and this year we really want to do well. We had a very short winter break as we started testing for ‘Monte’ in mid-December last year but we had some good preparation for the rally and we’re ready for it. Monte is always special, it’s the first rally of the season and the conditions can be very changeable so that it makes it difficult to predict what can happen. For sure I want to do more kilometres with the Hyundai i20 WRC than last year for myself and for the team. We will use all the experience we have of the event to aim for the best result possible.” 
Spaniard Sordo returns to Rallye Monte-Carlo for the seventh time in his career determined to have a trouble-free event after last year’s promising performance was curtailed by an electrical problem on his Hyundai i20 WRC, forcing him to retire on the opening day.
Sordo said: “I really like Rallye Monte-Carlo, it’s completely different to every other event because of the weather conditions and the stages are beautiful, really twisty through the mountains. It’s also very famous and a big challenge for both the drivers and the cars. Our aim, of course, is to go as fast as possible and score as many points as we can. A podium is possible on this event because on Monte everything can be achieved due to the unpredictable weather. It’s important to remember we were third last year when we had a small, but unfortunately terminal, technical problem. Even though it’s a very difficult rally you have to push but you also have to remain calm when the conditions are tricky.”
Celebrating its 83rd edition this year, Rallye Monte-Carlo will introduce some new features which will freshen up the event and make it even more interesting for both competitors and spectators. Two night stages on Thursday 22 January, new stages further North and the introduction of the Rally 2 regulations are the main changes for this year’s event which kicks off with the traditional Ceremonial Start in the Casino Square in Monaco. Once again the main Service Park will be based in Gap, in France, until Saturday morning when the circus moves to the Principality for the last section of the event.
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	Thierry Neuville
	Nicolas Gilsoul

	DOB
	16 June 1988
	5 February 1982

	First WRC event
	2009, Rally Catalunya
	2007, Rallye Monte-Carlo

	WRC starts
	46
	41

	WRC podiums
	10
	10

	WRC wins
	1
	1

	Rallye Monte-Carlo starts
	4
	5

	Rallye Monte-Carlo previous results
	2011, 2012, 2013, 2014: Ret.
	2007: 28th (8th group N), 2011: 36th (1st A6 class) 2012, 2013, 2014: Ret.
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	Dani Sordo
	Marc Martí

	DOB
	2 May 1983
	1 October 1966

	First WRC event
	2003, Rallye Catalunya
	1992, Rallye Catalunya

	WRC starts
	116
	151

	WRC podiums
	37
	43

	WRC wins
	1
	3

	Rallye Monte-Carlo starts
	7
	11

	Rallye Monte-Carlo previous results
	2005: 15th (4th A6 class), 2006: 8th, 2007: 2nd,  2008: 11th, 2012: 2nd, 2013: 3rd, 2014: Ret.
	1997: 15th (2nd A7 class), 2003: 3rd, 2005: 15th (4th A6 class), 2006: 8th, 2007: 2nd, 2008: 11th ,

1998,1999,2001,2004, 2014: Ret.


New names join Hyundai Motorsport ahead of second WRC season

· Ahead of the season opening rally at Monte-Carlo, Hyundai Motorsport has announced new partnerships with affiliates Hyundai Mobis, Hyundai WIA and Hyundai Steel

· The team also announces the signing of young Dutchman Kevin Abbring in the role of official test driver for 2015.

Alzenau, Germany

January 16, 2015 – Hyundai Motorsport has added a number of new names to its team line-up as the start of the 2015 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) fast approaches.

The success of Hyundai Motorsport’s debut season in the WRC has been well supported by Hyundai around the world. As a result of the team’s performances in 2014, which included the memorable 1-2 in Rallye Deutschland, a number of Hyundai affiliates have come on board as official partners ahead of the 2015 season. 

Automotive parts company Hyundai Mobis, parts manufacturer Hyundai WIA and steel firm Hyundai Steel will all be partners of Hyundai Motorsport from the first round of the year at Monte Carlo, with their company logos displayed on the Hyundai i20 WRC cars. 

The team’s maiden season in WRC was the first proper foray into the world of motorsport for much of the Hyundai world. The interest in the rally programme and visits to the team’s hospitality unit at events resulted in a greater understanding of the business benefits that can be derived from Hyundai Motorsport’s involvement in WRC, as well as the appeal to customers around the world. 

Hyundai Mobis, Hyundai WIA and Hyundai Steel have now partnered with Hyundai Motorsport to use WRC to promote their own businesses on a truly global scale, as befits the nature of their respective businesses.

Team Principal Michel Nandan said: “We have had a lot of support from Hyundai around the world following our inaugural season and it is a pleasure to welcome Hyundai Mobis, Hyundai WIA and Hyundai Steel to the team for 2015. The appeal and business benefits of our WRC activities in 2014 became quickly apparent to Hyundai globally and these new partnerships are a result of that. We’re sure we will share a positive season together with these important companies.”
Hyundai Motorsport has also announced the signing of Dutchman Kevin Abbring in the role of test driver for the coming season.

Abbring, who turns 26 next week, is a young and talented driver with a bright future in the WRC. He carried out some driving duties for the team last year, taking part in a number of pre-event roll-outs. His attitude and skill behind the wheel impressed the engineers, who found him to be a valuable addition to the team. 

Abbring, who took part in the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) as well as Rallye de France last season, will take part in a number of official tests with the main focus on development of the New Generation i20 WRC and will compete in selected WRC events with the team, alongside his co-driver Sebastian Marshall. 

Abbring commented: “I am thrilled to be joining the Hyundai Motorsport driver line-up in 2015 in the role of test driver. I watched the team’s debut season in WRC with interest and they really surpassed everyone’s expectations. I look forward to making a contribution to the ongoing development of the car and working with a very talented team of people.”
Team Principal Michel Nandan commented: “We are pleased to include Kevin in our driver line-up for 2015, He is an extremely talented young driver and definitely one to watch for the future. We take our role as a WRC manufacturer seriously and have to invest in the talent of tomorrow. He impressed us with his approach and his ability in some roll-outs last year and we followed his progress in ERC and Rallye de France closely. He has vast experience with different rally cars and his contribution to the development of our New Generation i20 WRC will be valuable. It’s great to have him as part of our driver roster.”
-Ends-

-Ends-
About Hyundai Motorsport GmbH
Established on 19 December 2012, Hyundai Motorsport GmbH is responsible for Hyundai’s global motorsport activities and primarily for its World Rally Championship programme.  Based in Alzenau on the outskirts of Frankfurt in Germany, the company embarked on its debut season in the FIA World Rally Championship in 2014 with a bespoke team of skilled staff and a brand new car, the Hyundai i20 WRC. The team made a strong impression in its first year claiming podium results in Mexico and Poland, as well as a memorable 1-2 in Germany with Thierry Neuville and Dani Sordo. 2015 is Hyundai Motorsport’s second season in WRC and the team aims to build on the firm foundations laid in its maiden year of competition. 
Further information about Hyundai Motorsport is available at: http://motorsport.hyundai.com 
About Hyundai Motor Company

Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is committed to becoming a lifetime partner in automobiles and beyond. The company, which leads the Hyundai Motor Group, an innovative business structure capable of circulating resources from molten iron to finished cars, offers top-quality best-sellers such as Elantra, Sonata and Genesis. Hyundai Motor has eight manufacturing bases and seven design & technical centers worldwide and in 2014, sold 4.96 million vehicles globally. With almost 100,000 employees worldwide, Hyundai Motor continues to enhance its product line-up with localized models and strives to strengthen its leadership in clean technology, starting with the world’s first mass-produced hydrogen-powered vehicle, ix35 Fuel Cell.  
More information about Hyundai Motor and its products can be found at: http://worldwide.hyundai.com  or http://www.hyundaiglobalnews.com 
To download high resolution photos for editorial use, full driver’s profiles, as well as other useful press information about the team please refer to:

www.hyundai-ms.com
Username : HyundaiWRC 

Password : hmsg2013

For individual information please contact:
	Thomas Villette
	Nicoletta Russo

	Phone: +49-151 11354339
	Phone: +49-151 1135 4362

	tvillette@hyundai-ms.com
	nrusso@hyundai-ms.com 


[image: image2.png]——, WV HYUNDA B TWIA
A . M@BIS AGNEY

27 Wy gapelt @ SoundHound




Page 2

