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Changi Airport refreshes Free Singapore Tour 
Transit passengers to benefit from new itineraries including evening tour option
SINGAPORE, 22 June 2012 – Singapore Changi Airport, the world’s most awarded airport, is enhancing the experience for its passengers with a rejuvenated programme for its popular Free Singapore Tour.  Launched in partnership with Singapore Airlines, the new tour provides passengers transiting at Changi Airport an opportunity to enjoy some of Singapore’s iconic sights. 

The Free Singapore Tour, introduced in 1987, is part of Changi Airport’s efforts to better serve passengers who are at Changi for long layover periods, enhancing Changi’s appeal as a transfer hub.  More than one million passengers, particularly those from Australia, China, India, the United Kingdom and the United States of America, have enjoyed this free service over the years.  
The refreshed tourist programme has two new itineraries, each offering a different glimpse of Singapore’s heritage and ever-changing cityscape.  The day itinerary, known as the Heritage Tour, is available four times a day and includes a visit to the Colonial District, Merlion Park and traditional favourites – Chinatown or Little India.  For the first time, an evening itinerary – the City Lights Tour – is available.  It introduces passengers to Singapore’s vibrant nightlife where they will also get to view the panoramic views from the Marina Bay Waterfront Promenade.  Both itineraries include Singapore’s newest attractions – Gardens by the Bay, Marina Bay Sands and the Singapore Flyer.  More information about the tours is available in the Annex.

Mr Peh Ke-Wei, Vice President, Passenger Development, Changi Airport Group, said, “We are very excited about the new tour itineraries which have been developed following a request for proposals from the in-bound travel sector.  We have received very positive feedback from our passengers about the tour through the years, but with the changing tourism landscape in Singapore, it is an opportune time to refresh the programme.  At Changi, we believe very much in providing our passengers with the best experience, and we hope that those who have gone on the tour will want to return to Singapore for a longer stay soon.”
The Free Singapore Tour is available for free to passengers transiting at Changi Airport travelling on any airline.  Passengers should have at least five hours in transit.  For more information about the tour, please visit: http://www.changiairport.com/at-changi/leisure-indulgences/free-singapore-tour. 
About Changi Airport Group

Changi Airport Group (Singapore) Pte Ltd (CAG) (www.changiairportgroup.com) was formed on 16 June 2009 and the corporatisation of Singapore Changi Airport followed on 1 July 2009.  As the company managing Changi Airport, CAG undertakes key functions focusing on airport operations and management, air hub development, commercial activities and airport emergency services. Through its subsidiary Changi Airports International, the Group invests in and manages foreign airports to spread the success of Changi Airport internationally.

Changi Airport (www.changiairport.com) is the world’s most awarded airport having garnered more than 400 accolades since it opened in 1981. To serve passengers and visitors from the world over, there are 360 retail stores and 130 F&B outlets across the airport's four terminals.  Changi handled more than 46 million passenger movements in 2011, an annual record.  Today, it serves some 100 airlines flying to over 220 cities in about 60 countries and territories worldwide.  A flight takes off or lands at Changi roughly once every 100 seconds.
Annex
HERITAGE TOUR

Route: From Changi Airport to Merlion Park, before proceeding to Chinatown or Little India

Tour timings:

· 0900 hrs to 1100 hrs

· 1130 hrs to 1330 hrs

· 1430 hrs to 1630 hrs

· 1600 hrs to 1800 hrs

This tour showcases the contrast between tradition and modernity in Singapore; a glimpse into the unique blend of East and West.  Visitors will experience the history, culture and the lifestyle of multi-racial Singapore, the gateway to Asia.

Visit the Colonial District for a view of the Padang, The Esplanade – Theatres on the Bay and The Merlion – a mythical creature with the head of a lion and the body of a fish. A 15-minute stopover* will be provided for passengers to get up-close with this popular attraction that represents Singapore’s humble origins as a fishing village. 

Chinatown is one of the must-see cultural enclaves for visitors to Singapore.  A bustling, colourful mix of old and new, the area consists of exotic pre-war shophouses which are home to merchants who have been hawking the same wares for years. 

A cacophony of car horns, bicycle bells and vibrant chatter of its residents, Little India is one of the most vibrant and culturally authentic districts in Singapore. Its spice-scented streets beckon to an abundance of ethnic jewellery, jasmine garlands and silk saris, which are complemented by rows of Indian restaurants.

Passengers will also be introduced to the sights of Singapore’s newest attractions such as Gardens by the Bay, Marina Bay Sands and the Singapore Flyer.  Contrasting cultures and outstanding architectural gems make this a not-to-be-missed tour and a splendid way for passing time while in transit at Changi Airport.

*In the event of rain, the 15-minute stopover at The Merlion Park will be cancelled.

CITY LIGHTS TOUR

Route: From Changi Airport to Bugis Village, Raffles Hotel and Marina Bay Waterfront Promenade
Tour timing:

· 1830 hrs to 2030 hrs

As night falls, Singapore takes on another persona to offer a vibrant array of nightlife and entertainment choices.  This tour showcases three destinations that are unique in terms of concept, décor and design. 

First up is the Marina Bay Waterfront Promenade. The landscaped waterfront promenade provides a continuous route linking the Marina Centre, Collyer Quay and Bayfront areas.  A 15-minute stopover* will be provided for passengers to soak in the panoramic night view of the city from the Promenade.
Thereafter, the tour will proceed to Bugis Village, a famous night market frequented by the locals.  It comprises many shops and stalls selling everything from souvenirs, clothing to fashion accessories.
To end off the tour, passengers will travel to Raffles Hotel, which is named after Sir Stamford Raffles, the founder of Singapore. Famed for its plush accommodation and elegant restaurants, the hotel is also home to the legendary Singapore Sling (a cocktail concoction). 
Passengers will also be introduced to the sights of Singapore’s newest attractions such as Gardens by the Bay, Marina Bay Sands and the Singapore Flyer, enroute back to Changi Airport.   

*In the event of rain, the 15-minute stopover at the Marina Bay Waterfront Promenade will be cancelled.
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� The Merlion Park will be closed for renovation from 22 June to 31 August 2012 and a stopover at the Marina Bay Waterfront Promenade will be provided for passengers instead.  During this period, the Little India option will not be available, and it will be reinstated in the itinerary from 1 September 2012. 







