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RED BEE TAKES OVER PLAYOUT OPERATIONS FOR BBC PERSIAN AND ARABIC TV NEWS CHANNELS
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Red Bee has taken over playout operations for BBC News Arabic television and BBC News Persian television. As of early April 2020, playout operations for both channels were outsourced to Red Bee’s managed services operations, which already serve significant parts of the UK public broadcaster’s global news distribution. The migration cutover took place in cooperation between Red Bee and the customer, during the unusual circumstances created by the global spread of Covid-19. The two channels reach 33 million Arabic speakers and 16 million Persian speakers respectively each week*. 
 
“We are very proud to add the playout management for these channels to the services we provide for the BBC,” says Steve Nylund, CEO, Red Bee. “Our role as a managed services provider is to offer our customers peace of mind through operational reliability, so that they can focus on their content and their viewers. We are happy to have been awarded that trust again from one of our longest standing partners.”
 
The project and migration took place as planned and on time during the unusual circumstances caused by the Covid-19 outbreak, where Red Bee and the customer’s project staff cooperated remotely, and with operational staff practicing social distancing with their respective control galleries.
 
The BBC News Arabic TV channel reaches Arabic-speakers in the Middle East and around the world. It launched in March 2008 and broadcasts 24 hours per day with a mix of live news and pre-recorded programming.
 
The Persian-language channel is aimed at audiences in Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and diaspora audiences around the world. It was launched in January 2009 and broadcasts 24/7 with 9 hours of live content every day.
 
*[Source: BBC Global Audience Measure 2019
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For more information please contact
Jesper Wendel, Head of Communications, Red Bee Media
Jesper.wendel@redbeemedia.com 
+33(0)786 63 19 21
 
 

About Red Bee Media 
Red Bee Media is a leading global media services company headquartered in London, with 2500 media experts in Europe, the Middle East, Asia Pacific and North America. Every day, millions of people across the globe discover, enjoy and engage with content prepared, managed, broadcast and streamed through Red Bee’s services. The company empowers some of the world’s strongest media brands, broadcasters and content owners to instantly connect with audiences anywhere at any time. Through an end-to-end, managed services offering, Red Bee provides innovative solutions across the entire content delivery chain – covering Live & Remote production, Managed OTT, Distribution, Media Management, Access Services, Content Discovery, Playout and Post-Production.  Red Bee – Wowing audiences. By creating what’s next.

Web: www.redbeemedia.com Twitter: @redbeemedia LinkedIn: Red Bee Media
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