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Forty-four percent of countries measured have identifiable terrorism risk in
2013, says Aon
Aon’s 10th annual Terrorism and Political Violence Map highlights risk to global business
growth
LONDON (May 15, 2013) – Aon Risk Solutions, the global risk management business of Aon plc (NYSE: AON),
today released its 10th annual Terrorism and Political Violence Map to help companies assess risk levels of
political violence and terrorism. Produced in collaboration with global risk management consultancy The Risk
Advisory Group plc, the 2013 Map is complimented by an online and interactive version providing clients a clear
global and country level view on terrorism and political violence ratings.
Aon’s 2013 Terrorism and Political Violence Map points to a continued threat of a terrorist attack or political
violence as 44 percent of countries measured have an identifiable risk of terrorist attacks. This trend is especially
prevalent in African and the Northern African countries. Despite 19 countries showing improved terrorism and
political violence ratings, including the U.K. and Germany, data and analysis reflected by the map suggest
continued and growing awareness is needed for businesses looking to expand.
The three perils measured indicate the different forms of political violence most likely to be encountered by
businesses:
 Terrorism and sabotage
 Strikes, riots, civil commotion and malicious damage to property
 Insurrection, revolution, rebellion, mutiny, coup d’etat, war and civil war.
Color-coded ratings of the 200 countries and territories measured act as a gauge for the overall intensity of the
risk of terrorism and political violence to business in each country.
Neil Henderson, head of Aon Risk Solutions’ Crisis Management Terrorism team, said, “Terrorism is having an
increasing impact on today’s global organizations and terrorist attacks are now regarded as a foreseeable risk. An
attack not only on, but near an organisation’s premises can result in human casualties, property damage,
business interruption, legal liability issues and long term damage to brand and reputation. The Aon Terrorism and
Political Violence Map is one of a range of Aon tools that allow data and fact-based insight to support and advise
companies in their efforts to be increasingly resilient in today’s quickly evolving and volatile environment. This
insight allows our clients to plan overseas expansion or international growth.”
Henry Wilkinson, head of the Intelligence and Analysis practice at Risk Advisory, added, “The global economic
crisis, shifting geopolitical balances and two years of unusually high levels of civil upheaval present challenges
and opportunities for businesses looking to expand. North and West Africa and the Middle East stand out as
regions of increasing risk. Civil wars in Libya and Syria in particular have contributed to violent risks in nearby
countries. Egypt returns to the highest risk rating this year due to persistent civil tumult, political instability and
terrorism. While Northern Europe has seen some improvements, evident in the U.K.’s improved rating, fiscal and
economic pressures mean businesses in Southern European countries still face a higher level of risk associated
with civil disruption.”

The data shows:


11 upgrades (increased risk ratings), including Argentina, Egypt and Jordan.



19 downgrades (decreased risk ratings), including Germany, Italy and the U.K..



44 percent of countries measured have an identifiable threat of terrorism, with the worst affected being
Afghanistan, India, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, Somalia, Syria, Thailand and the Yemen.



Europe has the most positive regional outlook, with 47 percent of the countries with lowered risk ratings
this year. This reflects receding civil unrest associated with the financial and economic crises. Limited
incidents of terrorism outside of Greece and Northern Ireland also accounted for lowered risk scores.



Lingering after-effects of the Arab Spring on regional security and stability remain evident. The Middle
East is the most unstable region, with 64 percent of its countries attaining high or severe risk ratings,
reflecting terrorism, unrest and conflict risks.



The Middle East and North Africa region witnessed the highest proportion of countries with a terrorism
and sabotage peril, at 85 percent.

Methodology and resources
The map measures political violence and terrorism in 200 countries and territories to help companies assess the
risk levels of exchange transfer, political violence and terrorism. Produced by Aon in collaboration with global risk
management consultancy The Risk Advisory Group plc, the Aon Terrorism and Political Violence Map reflects
data recorded by Terrorism Tracker*, Aon WorldAware* and an expert assessment of the security situation. Each
country is assigned a threat level, starting at negligible, and rising through low, medium, high and severe.
Terrorism threat is defined as an assessment of the intent and capability for terrorist groups to stage attacks and
the likelihood they will succeed.
The map can be accessed at http://www.aon.com/terrorismmap
# # #
Notes to editors
*Terrorism Tracker is a database developed by Aon and Risk Advisory to house detailed information on all types
of terrorist plots and incidents. Clients benefit from additional insight by performing customized searches by
region, industry, perpetrator group and type of attack.
Aon *WorldAware is an online country risk information service available to Aon clients as well as the public via
mobile apps. The information is provided by Risk Advisory and reviewed on a daily basis to reflect the everchanging political and security situations around the world. To learn more about Aon WorldAware Solutions and
access the mobile apps, visit http://www.aon.com/worldaware.
Aon and The Risk Advisory Group plc
Aon has partnered with Risk Advisory, a leading independent global risk management consultancy, for three
years. Risk Advisory helps clients navigate increasingly complex regulatory, compliance and security
environments in some of the most challenging jurisdictions by providing intelligence, investigation and security
services. Clients include many of the world’s leading corporate entities, financial institutions and law firms.
Follow Aon on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/aon_plc
Sign up for News Alerts: http://aon.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=58
About Aon
Aon plc (NYSE:AON) is the leading global provider of risk management, insurance and reinsurance brokerage,
and human resources solutions and outsourcing services. Through its more than 65,000 colleagues worldwide,
Aon unites to empower results for clients in over 120 countries via innovative and effective risk and people

solutions and through industry-leading global resources and technical expertise. Aon has been named repeatedly
as the world’s best broker, best insurance intermediary, reinsurance intermediary, captives manager and best
employee benefits consulting firm by multiple industry sources. Visit www.aon.com for more information on Aon
and www.aon.com/manchesterunited to learn about Aon’s global partnership and shirt sponsorship with
Manchester United.

