MEDIA RELEASE
Basel, December 6, 2018

Panalpina donates sixth UNICEF relief flight to Africa
Panalpina’s relief flights at the end of the year have become a tradition whereby the company
offers its air charter expertise to UNICEF. Same as last year, Panalpina assisted UNICEF by
flying relief aid to Africa to help children in South Sudan, where the humanitarian needs after
years of conflict remain massive. A Panalpina chartered cargo aircraft landed last night in
neighboring Uganda, carrying nearly 70 tons of supplies including emergency health kits. The
supplies will be trucked to South Sudan and distributed across the country as the dry season
begins.

A child in South Sudan receives treatment. (Photo by Peter Martell / UNICEF)

Panalpina’s Charter Network arranged the flight in support of the respected UN organization. The
consignment of relief aid left Belgium on Wednesday afternoon and items such as health and
education kits as well as therapeutic milk to fight malnutrition, supplied by UNICEF (the United
Nations International Children’s Fund), are now headed for children, women and families in South
Sudan.
“The peace agreement signed in August 2018 gives us hope that children in South Sudan can be
children once again and look forward to a better future. But the years of conflict have come at an
enormous cost and the humanitarian needs remain massive,” says Tim Irwin, chief of
communications at UNICEF South Sudan.
The staggering scale of destruction and suffering determine people's everyday lives in South Sudan.
2.6 million children have been born into war. Around 4.4 million people, or 40 percent of the entire
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population, suffer from food insecurity. South Sudan now also has the world's highest proportion of
children who do not attend school. 2.2 million children receive no education.
Essential medicines for 50,000 people
For the flight chartered and donated by Panalpina, UNICEF gathered nearly 70 tons of relief aid,
which not only includes teaching material for schools, but also equipment for midwives, reanimation
equipment and “Interagency Emergency Health Kits”. The standardized health packs containing
medicines and medical supplies cover the diverse health needs in humanitarian emergencies and
disasters. The kits ensure a fast, reliable and affordable supply of essential medicines for 50,000
people for three months and also address the need of children for psychosocial treatment in
emergency situations.
The Panalpina chartered MD-11 freighter took off from Liège (Belgium) in the afternoon of December
5, and arrived in Entebbe (Uganda) in the middle of the night on December 6. For logistical reasons,
and same as last year, it was decided to fly into Uganda from where the cargo is now being
transported by trucks to South Sudan. The supplies will then be distributed across the country taking
advantage of the upcoming dry season when dirt roads are passable.
“I am very pleased that we have again partnered with UNICEF and donated a relief flight to Africa.
We have done this for the sixth time now, instead of making gifts to customers and employees
before Christmas. The relief flights have become a tradition whereby we offer our air charter
expertise and bring some respite to those who are less fortunate than us, especially children,” says
Panalpina’s CEO, Stefan Karlen.
“Panalpina's commitment is unparalleled,” explains Hans Kuenzle, president of UNICEF Switzerland
and Liechtenstein. “To even come close to covering the enormous demand for life-saving aid in the
world’s crisis regions, we rely on the generous support from companies such as Panalpina that
transport these goods free of charge.”
Panalpina already supported UNICEF South Sudan last year. In 2016, Panalpina flew much-needed
relief goods to Chad, where malnutrition and natural disasters had led to a health emergency. In
2015, Panalpina supplied a charter flight to Burundi, where a recurring crisis and violence took a
heavy toll on society. In 2014, Panalpina supported the fight against Ebola by flying life-saving
humanitarian aid to Sierra Leone. In 2013, Panalpina’s first relief flight for UNICEF took goods to the
Central African Republic.
-ENDSAbout UNICEF
UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s Fund, has over 70 years' experience in development aid and emergency relief.
UNICEF operates worldwide to ensure the survival and well-being of children. Its key tasks include implementing programmes
in the fields of health, nutrition, education, water and hygiene, as well as protecting children from abuse, exploitation, violence
and HIV/Aids. UNICEF is exclusively funded by voluntary donations and is represented in Switzerland and Liechtenstein by
the Committee for UNICEF Switzerland and Liechtenstein. For over 50 years, UNICEF Switzerland and Liechtenstein has
worked for children both at home and abroad.
www.unicef.ch
About Panalpina
The Panalpina Group is one of the world's leading providers of supply chain solutions. The company combines its core
products – Air Freight, Ocean Freight, and Logistics and Manufacturing – to deliver globally integrated, tailor-made end-to-end
solutions for twelve core industries. Drawing on in-depth industry know-how and customized IT systems, Panalpina manages
the needs of its customers' supply chains, no matter how demanding they might be. Energy and Project Solutions is a
specialized service for the energy and capital projects sector. The Panalpina Group operates a global network with some 500
offices in around 70 countries, and it works with partner companies in another 100 countries. Panalpina employs
approximately 14,000 people worldwide who deliver a comprehensive service to the highest quality standards – wherever and
whenever.
www.panalpina.com
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For more details, please contact:
Corporate Media Relations Manager
Sandro Hofer
Tel. +41 61 226 11 66
sandro.hofer@panalpina.com

Global Head of Charter Network
Matthias Frey
Tel. +1 973 254 57 34
matthias.frey@panalpina.com
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