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THE DISCOVERY OF TUTANKHAMUN:
Unique Photographs
Brought Back to Life in Color

View into the antechamber. In the middle is a ritual bed in the shape of the celestial cow.
The white containers underneath contained dried food for the afterlife.
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Unique Archaeological Documents
Brought Back to Life in Color
The excavators looked into the antechamber of Tutankhamun’s tomb for the first time in late
November 1922 and this room alone contained more than 600 objects. As an experienced
archaeologist, Howard Carter was instantly aware of the enormous task that lay before him in
the recovery of the objects and he knew that he urgently needed technical assistance.

Howard Carter and the Excavation Photographer Harry Burton
As experts on Egyptian antiques, Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon had enjoyed a good
relationship with the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York for some time and the museum
immediately pledged any support it could provide. With Arthur Mace, the museum provided
the pair with an excellent curator and, with Harry Burton, the museum’s finest photographer.
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Burton set completely new standards in archaeological photography. He trained as an art
photographer in Florence and with his skills he combined the sharp eye of the scientific archaeologist with that of an artist photographer. He understood masterfully how to stage his pictures
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to great effect in both natural light and electric lighting, which was a new development at that
time. Burton had been working on behalf of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York
photographing Theban murals in Egypt since 1914.

Tutankhamun – Burton Documents a Unique Discovery
In collaboration with Howard Carter, Harry Burton succeeded in something unique in history:
with the discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun, a significant archaeological discovery in Egypt
was comprehensively documented in photographs for the first time. Without Burton’s excellent
images, the discovery context of the objects would be lost today. Over years of work, many
of the objects from the tomb were photographed in brilliant black and white on hundreds of
glass negatives in the nearby royal tomb of Seti II, which served as a laboratory. Burton also
photographed the work of the archaeologists in the tomb and the removal of the objects in the
presence of an ever-growing audience.

Unique Historical Images Now in Color:
An Exclusive A Triumph of Archeology

© Griffith Institute, University of Oxford kolorisiert von Dynamichrome

Exclusively for the exhibition The Discovery of King Tut, new life has now been breathed into
Harry Burton’s black and white images using Dynamichrome’s coloring technology – a world
first! Burton’s photographs are complemented by images by unknown photographers. The
selected images present the historically unique context in color and also include unparalleled
recordings of the work in the chambers and the removal of objects from the tomb.
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Chests from the treasury, which still hide their precious contents.
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Howard Carter and his Discovery
by Walter M. Weiss and Wolfgang H. Wettengel

© Griffith Institute, Oxford

When The London Times reported the “sensational Egyptological discovery of the century”
from Luxor on November 30, 1922, nobody could have imagined the immense treasures concealed within the royal tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun, who died at a young age. It appeared,
in the opinion of several researchers, that the Valley of the Kings had already been thoroughly
explored by the beginning of the 20th century. No one but Howard Carter believed in a sensational discovery anymore. The discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb was entirely thanks to Carter’s
instincts and perseverance.

Howard Carter
and His Great Ambition
The story of these treasure hunters is a
thrilling one, but its characters are equally
intrepid. With no specialist training, Howard
Carter went to Egypt as an archaeological
draftsman at seventeen years of age, and
there he forged an amazing career. By his
mid-twenties he was Chief Inspector of
Antiquities for Upper Egypt, but a confrontation with drunken tourists would put
a stop his successful career – for the time
being. Carter was temporarily forced to
make a living as a draftsman and antique
dealer.
Following minor excavation jobs, he had
what could reasonably be called a fateful encounter with Lord Carnarvon. The
wealthy nobleman – a world traveler and
fan of fast cars – was convalescing in Egypt
after a serious accident. Using his powers
of persuasion, Howard Carter succeeded in securing Lord Carnarvon as the sponsor for a very
special project. For Carter was convinced that the tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun still had to be
somewhere in the Valley of the Kings, despite all claims to the contrary. Lord Carnarvon finances
Carter’s ambitious search for the tomb for five long years – but all in vain. When Carnarvon
refuses further financial support, Carter persuades him to grant one last digging season – and
makes the discovery in November 1922!
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The cup bearing the name of Tutankhamun unearthed in the
Valley of the Kings in 1905–06. For Carter, this discovery was one
of the most important indications that the tomb of the King must
still be located there.

The Egyptian vulture, a study of a hieroglyphic character by
Howard Carter (from his early years).
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A Huge Contribution with Little Recognition
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The discovery of the tomb and all its magnificent treasures triggers an unprecedented press
furor. The salvaging of the finds attracts endless streams of tourists on pilgrimages. But Lord
Carnarvon would prove unable to enjoy his fame as an explorer for long. He dies from a severe
infection soon
afterwards. Upon his
death, some newspapers announce
a supposed curse
placed on the burial
chamber. The speculation surrounding
the death of the earl
has persisted to this
day. Carnarvon’s
early death contributed significantly
to the legends of
the curse and the
fame of the tomb’s
discovery.
Lord Carnarvon in Howard Carter’s house during a break from work.
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Carter’s pronounced tendency towards perfectionism
drives him to the limits of his
physical ability and beyond
as he recovers over 5,000
objects. By 1926 he has to
travel home to England to
rest for an extended period.
Back in Egypt, his health
visibly deteriorates due to
the inferior air quality and
the artificial light in the tomb.
On top of this comes the
daily war of attrition with
local authorities. When in the
spring of 1932 Carter is finally
Alfred Lucas and Arthur Mace restoring Tutankhamun’s golden chariot.
able to complete his archaeological work and return to
England, his doctors diagnose him with cancer. Despite surgery, a long, lingering illness seems
inevitable. On March 2, 1939 Howard Carter dies in London. He was destined for fortune and
fame. But the social and scientific recognition that are his due for his achievements are denied
Carter, the autodidact and “upstart”. Not a single representative of the scientific establishment
attends his modest funeral. To this day, only a simple gravestone in Putney Vale Cemetery in
West London commemorates the world-famous discoverer of the tomb of Tutankhamun.
© Griffith Institute, University of Oxford kolorisiert von Dynamichrome
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View into the treasury.

Lord Carnarvon and Howard Carter opening the burial chamber.
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Howard Carter: Biographical Information
May 9, 1874: Howard Carter is born in Kensington, London.
From Sept. 1891:	At the age of seventeen, Carter takes on a job in Egypt as an archaeological
draftsman for the Egypt Exploration Fund. He works at various archaeological
sites in Middle Egypt and digs at Tell el Amarna, the residence of the heretic
King Akhenaten.
1893–1899:	Carter works as an archaeological draftsman in the Temple of Queen
Hatshepsut in Luxor.
1900–1904:	Carter, an autodidact, embarks on an amazing career as Chief Inspector of
Antiquities for Upper Egypt. In Luxor, he works for the American millionaire
Theodore M. Davis in the Valley of the Kings.
1904:	Carter is transferred to Lower Egypt as Chief Inspector. One year later, an
altercation with European tourists spells the end of his successful career in
the Department of Antiquities.
1905–1909:	Carter makes a living in Egypt by working odd jobs as a draftsman, antique
dealer and tourist guide, while Theodore M. Davis discovers traces of the
burial of King Tutankhamun and a plundered tomb in the Valley of the Kings
containing remnants of gold leaf bearing Tutankhamun’s name. From now on,
Carter works together with Lord Carnarvon, who had been convalescing in
Egypt since 1907 after a serious car accident and who had begun digging in
Luxor.

1914/1915:	Davis relinquishes his excavation permit for the Valley of the Kings. Carter
persuades Lord Carnarvon to take
over the permit.
1917–1922:	For years, Carter searches systematically but in vain for the tomb of
Tutankhamun in the Valley of the
Kings. Lord Carnarvon is all for
giving up on what, for him, has
become an expensive business, but
Carter manages to persuade his
sponsor to grant him one last excavation season in the fall of 1922.
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November 4, 1922:	After several years of fruitless
searching for the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of the Kings,
Howard Carter and his digging team
discover the first steps leading to
the entrance of an unknown burial
site.

Newly discovered by Carter:
The seemingly inconspicuous entrance
to Tutankhamun’s tomb.
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1909:	Davis believes that, with the plundered tomb KV 58, he has found the tomb
of Tutankhamun. Carter is not convinced.
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November 5, 1922:	Carter excavates the entrance area and discovers the first sealed door.
November 4 , 1922:	The excavator seals the entrance area again and sends his financier, Lord
Carnarvon, who is residing at Highclere Castle, England, a telegram about
a “wonderful discovery” in the Valley of the Kings.
November 23, 1922:	Lord Carnarvon and his daughter Lady Evelyn Herbert arrive in Luxor.
November 24, 1922:	Sixteen steps are unearthed, the first walled and sealed doorway is removed,
and the corridor filled with rubble is cleared. Carter finds the name of King
Tutankhamun on the door.
November 26, 1922:	The excavators open a second sealed door and take a look into the antechamber. Howard Carter sees “wonderful things”.
November 29, 1922:	Official opening of the antechamber in the presence of representatives of
the Egyptian authorities.
November 30, 1922:	The first press report is published in The London Times. Following this, a
worldwide wave of enthusiasm breaks out. Many tourists make a pilgrimage
to Luxor in the subsequent months to see the tomb and to watch as the
treasures are removed.
February 16/17, 1923:	Opening of the burial chamber.
April 5, 1923:	Lord Carnarvon dies from a severe infection following a mosquito bite. The
press spreads the rumor of an evil curse from the tomb around the world.
Fall 1923:	Carter publishes the first of three volumes on the discovery of the tomb.
February 1924:	After harassment from the new, nationalist-oriented Egyptian government,
Carter and his team go on strike. Carter is excluded from the work in the
tomb to the dismay of the international scientific community. However, after
one year he is allowed to resume his work.
October/Nov. 1925:	The inner coffins are salvaged and the first autopsy is performed on the
mummy.
Spring 1932:	After ten years working in the tomb of Tutankhamun, Howard Carter ends
his activities in Egypt and heads back to England. Despite a serious illness
he travels extensively.
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March 2, 1939:	Carter dies in London. The majority of his estate, including the records and
photographs of Tutankhamun’s tomb, is transferred to the Griffith Institute
in Oxford. A large number of the documents are now available online.
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The spot where Carter discovered the tomb Along the south and the west walls of the Tourists flock to the tomb in droves to
is located right at the bottom of the valley
antechamber, Carter saw parts of chariots see the recovery of the treasures.
under the footpath (center); a place that had and ritual beds featuring animal forms.
never before been investigated. Carter’s
excavation tent is in the foreground, left.
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“ The decisive moment had arrived. With trembling hands I made a
tiny breach in the upper left hand corner, inserted the candle and peered in.
At first I could see nothing, but gradually, as my eyes grew accustomed to the light,
details of the room within emerged slowly, strange animals, statues, and gold –
everywhere the glint of gold!
For a moment I was struck dumb with amazement. When Lord Carnarvon
inquired anxiously, ‘Can you see anything?’ it was all I could do to get out the words,

‘Yes, wonderful things.’”

Press dossier to mark the exhibition
The Discovery of King Tut
in New York from November 21, 2015 to May 1, 2016.

Contact for media:

www.tutnyc.com

