LEARNING
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t was a competition with an elite panel of judges and three
teams of young and determined participants, held on a
Star Cruise ship. Hosted by Edmund Chen, participants
spent two rigorous days in tough competition, together
with several cameras recording all the sights and sounds.
It sounds like the perfect setting for a reality show but indeed
it was even more exciting than that, as four students from
the MDIS Business School were chosen as participants in
the The Strategist III.
Participating as Team Omega, my team mates Leonardus
Prabowo Adriano, Swagat Banerjee and Sara Bui Viet Ha
and myself competed against two other teams, Anchor and
Infinity.
The competition was a reality series to be webcasted on
YouTube. The sponsors were CS Travel Pte Ltd, Star
Cruises, Delonghi Singapore and Mitsubishi Electric Asia
Pte Ltd.

Adriano:
The Strategist III was
definitely one of toughest
competitions I have
participated in so far
but it was worthwhile.
We experienced what
it was like to deal with
real companies and
understood the problems
faced by them.

On the Virgo Star
Cruise with Edmund
Chen, Mediacorp
media personality and
entertainer.

The Competition Begins
On 8 May 2013, the group of 12 enthusiastic student
participants reported at the main office of Delonghi
Singapore to begin the exciting marketing competition.

THE STRATEGIST III
3 Teams,
3 Challenges,
3 Clients
Despite being surrounded
by cameras, the 3 teams are
focused on their discussion!

Organised by leading lifestyle magazine, Exquisite
Magazine, the competition comprised of three stages: firstly,
a meeting session with the sponsors on the challenges their
companies have been facing. Secondly, the teams were to
propose strategies to overcome these challenges and lastly,
to propose their ideas to the judges.
The three teams Omega, Anchor and Infinity, kept the
level of competition high throughout – with exceptional
presentations. As the challenges put forward by these
three sponsors were varied as all of them are from different
industries, the diversity of the questions itself was a
challenge. All the teams had to think differently for each
scenario and prepare three different presentations within 18
hours.

Sararee:
The Strategist III brought
many interesting and
precious experiences
for all the participants.
It was a different
competition where we
were required to work
under a lot of pressure
but the environment on
the Star Cruise made
the journey easy.

To make it more challenging, we also had limited resources
to support us on the cruise ship.

Emotions, Realism and Feelings
Before the final presentation, all the participants were
subjected to the stress of discussions, arguments as well as
some emotional breakdown scenes, which added a touch of
realism and showed their fragile sides as well.
The constant presence of cameras in and around the vicinity
was definitely a new and exciting experience for most of us
but also added to the stress and anxiety for some.
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CAMPUS BEAT
Braving the Haze –
Camp Kathiroli 2013
MDIS collaborates with the Indian Cultural Society of the
National University of Singapore

A

midst the haze which hit a PSI reading of 400 on 20
June 2013, MDIS braved the haze to host a group
of 50 participants from Camp Kathiroli 2013 – an
initiative between MDIS and the Indian Cultural Society of
the National University of Singapore.
The Amazing Campus Exploration, the programme which
MDIS had arranged especially for the participants, was
shelved due to the haze, health being of utmost priority.

We were determined to give it our best shot despite
having worked ourselves to near exhaustion after
a sleepless night of debates and preparation. The
need to work under immense pressure and time
constraints required us to bond well within a short
period of time.

Due to the turn of events, staff from the different schools
in MDIS gave a presentation instead. Participants listened
intently as they delivered their presentations on the courses
offered at their respective schools.

Schools of Thought

And the winners are…
Regardless of the results, which have not yet been
announced, each participant is certainly a winner
for having survived the competition and gained the
experience of a lifetime on board this journey.

Team Omega leader Medha Tiwary receiving the question from
CS Travel Managing Director, Mr Chan Chen How.

We had, in the end, gained much more than
we expected; the experience gained from this
competition is unmatched since it encompasses
various unexplored areas of learning which is
priceless to us.

PRIZES
Winners from the Strategist III walked away
with an assortment of prizes at different
stages of the competition.
Mitsubishi Electric, Delonghi, CS Travel,
Winter Time and Exquisite Magazine
gave away prizes ranging from individual
participant goodie bags, cash prizes,
vouchers, quality household products and
travel packages.
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The series can be found via this link http://www.exquisitemag.com.sg/the_strategist.html
or Facebook of Exquisite Magazine
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“

We are grateful to MDIS for
the fantastic day. Although the
amazing race could not take
place as planned, the wet weather
plan did achieve its purpose
in introducing the students to
the various options and career
paths available to them. We look
forward to working with MDIS in
future.

”

A.Senthil, Project Director of Kathiroli Camp.

The School of Psychology spoke about the Vocational
Interest Survey which focuses on an individual’s job search
and how to make better career decisions. The School of Life
Sciences brought in three blood pressure taking machines for
demonstration while the School of Engineering explained
how to build a Lego Pinball machine on the spot.
Staff
from
the
School of Media and
Communications brought
in two video cameras to
demonstrate live video
recording while the MDIS
Business School and the
School of Fashion and
Design gave interesting
presentations on their
respective schools.
At “The Pit Stop”,
organised by the School of Tourism and
Hospitality, the participants had the
most fun as everyone was allowed to try
their hand at table setting and bartending
activities at MDIS’ Tropical Breeze.
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