Broadcast Guide

The PGA Centenary Course; Gleneagles, Perthshire
Host Venue of The 2014 Ryder Cup.

Welcome to Scotland, the Home of Golf...
It goes without saying that Scotland is home to some of the world’s most photogenic locations and has attracted
filmmakers and photographers from across the globe. Scotland is also the Home of Golf, a place of pilgrimage for
the true golfer. Scotland is home to over 550 courses – from championship courses to hidden gems.
VisitScotland is Scotland’s national tourism agency, responsible for marketing Scotland worldwide. VisitScotland
and EventScotland work with a wide range of partners including event organisers to showcase the very best of the
country to the world.
The Ryder Cup in 2014 has provided an opportunity to remind the world just how special golf in Scotland is. There
is something for everyone: championship links, magnificent parkland tracks, undiscovered gems, courses on
islands, courses on cliff-tops and so much more. Add to this the sheer variety of Scotland’s landscape and you
have the ultimate natural film set: from the dramatic cliff top castles and stately historic houses to the depth of
breathtaking landscapes, awe-inspiring mountains and alluring lochs.
This Scotland, the Home of Golf Broadcast Guide has been designed to showcase the broadcast opportunities
provided by Scotland’s golf courses. Flicking through this guide you will not only find useful information on selected
golf courses across each region in Scotland, you will also find an introduction to each region outlining exactly what
makes its golf courses so special.

With each location we have provided the following
❚❚
❚❚
❚❚
❚❚

Address and contact
Website
A history and background to the golf course with hyperlinks
Interesting links to major golf tournaments and with popular culture

There is also an introduction for each region of Scotland which details both its golfing prowess and its attributes as
a tourist destination.

Regional film offices
The regional film offices across Scotland can also assist with filming permits and
permissions for different locations. Creative Scotland has a list of all the regional film offices
on its website: www.creativescotlandlocations.com. Please also refer to VisitScotland’s
Scotland Broadcast Guide which details other potential filming locations across Scotland.

VisitScotland can help with
Broadcast Quality HD Footage

Wonderful high-definition footage of Scotland’s golf courses, including Gleneagles,
host of The 2014 Ryder Cup.

Production Co-ordination

VisitScotland can assist with various aspects of your broadcast production, including
putting crews in touch with guides, translators, transport and a wide range of other
services. Priority is given to key markets identified for Scottish tourism growth. Film
permits are available from regional film offices.

Spokespeople and Characters

Our international marketing campaign Meet the Scots brings Scotland to life with its
use of characters who can be used as ambassadors and spokespeople for all aspects
of Scottish life and culture. The Consumer PR team also has access to golf-related
spokespeople from greenkeepers to golfers.

Images

Our comprehensive Scotland image library is available at www.scottishviewpoint.com.
We have a library of high resolution photographs which are completely free for you to
use. Please get in touch with the Consumer PR team via the contact details below for
more information. We also have golf-specific imagery available.

Visiting Journalists Programme

VisitScotland’s Consumer PR team operates a year-round media visits programme,
facilitating press visits to Scotland for both UK and international media. Priority is
given to key titles from the UK and from international markets identified for Scottish
tourism growth. If you are planning to visit Scotland and have a definite commission
from an approved media outlet we would be delighted to assist you with your
itinerary. We can also put you in contact with industry partners and destinations and
providers around Scotland who have expressed an interest in working with media.
Priority will be given to accredited media.

Need further information
Contact VisitScotland, email travelpr@visitscotland.com
or visit www.visitscotland.com

PLEASE NOTE This copy was correct at the time of going to press.
VisitScotland cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information
and accepts no responsibility for any error or misrepresentation. All
liability for loss, disappointment, negligence or other damage caused
by the reliance on the information contained herewith, or in the event
of any company, individual or firm ceasing to trade, is hereby excluded.
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Aberdeen City & Shire
With the combination of its dramatic coastline
and picturesque inland landscapes, Aberdeen
City & Shire has long been a popular golfing
destination among both Scots and visitors
from further afield. It is fair to say that the area
has experienced something of a golfing boom
in recent years thanks largely to the creation
of the Trump International Links course at
Balmedie and the associated international
media coverage that came with it.
The new Trump course perfectly complements
the rich variety of more than 50 other courses
across a region which is synonymous with topclass golf.
Away from the golf course, the area offers a
diverse range of activities and attractions for
visitors with the Balmoral Estate – a favourite
holiday destination with the Royal Family
and home to its own 9-hole golf course – a
highlight of any itinerary.
Aberdeenshire is also home to Scotland’s
Castle Trail, the country’s only dedicated castle
trail, which lets visitors discover the dramatic
stories of 17 of the region’s most famous
castles. In addition Aberdeenshire has the only
Malt Whisky Trail in the world.

Dunnotar Castle, Aberdeenshire
For more information on what to see
and do in Aberdeen City & shire, visit
our website here.
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Royal Aberdeen, Balgownie Links
Royal Aberdeen, Balgownie Links
Links Road, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen AB23 8AT
Contact: Ronnie Macaskill, Director of Golf
Phone:
+44 (0)1224 702571
Email:
Ronnie@royalaberdeengolf.com
Web:
www.royalaberdeengolf.com

Founded in 1780, Royal Aberdeen is the sixth oldest
golf club in the world and has played its golf at the
renowned Balgownie Links since 1888 when it left its
previous home at Queen’s links due to it being “cut
up by cricket and football players”. Since the move
to Balgownie, the course has become one of the most
revered in all of Scotland for its true links nature with
the front nine in particular regarded as one of the finest
collections of holes anywhere in the world.
The Balgownie Links has seen its fair share of top class
competition with Tom Watson winning the 2005 Senior
Open Championship and the Great Britain and Ireland
team triumphing in a thrilling Walker Cup match in
2011.
In 1827 the club introduced a green jacket as part of a
uniform but members did not like the colour and a year
later this was changed to scarlet. An original scarlet
jacket is still on display in the clubhouse as well as the
original 1780 ballot box, with the words yay or nay, to
determine the admission of new members.
One of Royal Aberdeen’s members is Richie Ramsay, the
former US Amateur champion and now a regular on the
European Tour. Ramsay is from Aberdeen and has been
a member of the club since he was a junior in 1998.

Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

FACTFILE
•

Sixth oldest golf club in the world

•

In 1783 the club became the first to adopt the fiveminute rule when searching for lost golf balls – a
rule that has now been adopted across the world.

•

Host venue of 2005 Senior Open Championship,
2011 Walker Cup and 2014 Scottish Open

•

Home course of Richie Ramsay
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Cruden Bay
Aulton Road, Cruden Bay, Aberdeen AB42 0NN
Contact: Les Durno, General Manager
Phone:
+44 (0) 1779 812285
Email:
les@crudenbaygolfclub.co.uk
Web:
www.crudenbaygolfclub.co.uk

The course at Cruden Bay was completed in 1899 to
complement one of the original railway hotels, Cruden Bay
Hotel, during the ascent of train travel. However, while the
hotel closed its doors in 1936, the course has stood the test
of time and is regarded as one of the best in Scotland.
Despite being relatively unknown to many golfers, it regularly
features in lists of the world’s top 100 courses drawn up
by golf writers and architects. Cruden Bay is the epitome
of the hidden gem. The inaugural match to celebrate its
opening attracted the likes of Harry Vardon, Archie Simpson,
James Braid and Ben Sayers and since then it has become a
favourite of all who make the pilgrimage north of Aberdeen.
The club has also recently uncovered footage of a match
between Harry Vardon and Ted Ray in 1914.
The course also sits beneath the imposing ruins of New Slains
Castle, which was visited by author Bram Stoker in 1895 and
is cited as the inspiration for his 1897 novel Dracula.

FACTFILE
•

Footage exists of a 1914 match
between Harry Vardon and Ted Ray

•

New Slains Castle is cited as the
inspiration for Bram Stoker’s Dracula
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Trump International
Trump International. Menie Park Lodge, Menie Estate, Balmedie, Aberdeen AB23 8YE
Contact: Gemma Neal, Sales & Marketing Manager
+44 (0)1358 743300
Phone:
Email:
gneal@trumpgolfscotland.com
Web:
www.trumpgolfscotland.com

There aren’t many brand new courses that can
lay claim to being the greatest course in the
world – the man behind Trump International Golf
Links makes just such a claim. There has been no
shortage of column inches written about Trump
International Golf Links on Scotland’s east coast
and there can be no doubt the course is one that
enhances Scotland’s international reputation as
The Home of Golf.
Created by Dr Martin Hawtree, the recognised
modern master of links architecture, the course
on the Menie Estate at Balmedie has won plaudits
not only for the stunning scenery but also the
testing layout and one which is already becoming a
classic.
Donald Trump built the resort in Scotland in
honour of his Scottish mother, Mary MacLeod.
A refurbished mansion house, named MacLeod
House, also offers luxury accommodation on site.
Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

FACTFILE
• Designed by Dr Martin Hawtree
• One of the most exciting golf developments in the world
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Argyll & The Isles
Lying on the west coast of Scotland, Argyll
& the Isles is where golf meets nature and
where the two combine in perfect harmony.
The crystal clear waters and epic sandy
beaches may have somewhat of a Caribbean
feel to them but this is still very much
Scotland, the Home of Golf and there are
plenty of unique and interesting courses to
prove it.
There are 25 inhabited islands off the south
west coast of Scotland, many of which feature
golf courses that will reward the intrepid golf
traveller with an unforgettable experience
playing away from the beaten track.
Elsewhere the area is famed for being a haven
for watersports and outdoor enthusiasts with
the remote outpost of Tiree a world-class
surfing venue. As you would expect, it is also
home to a stunning golf course.

For more information on what to see
and do in Argyll & The Isles visit our
website here.

Tiree, Inner Hebrides

9

Machrihanish Golf Course
Machrihanish, Campbeltown PA28 6PT
Contact: Anna Anderson
Phone:
+44 (0) 1586 810213
Email:
secretary@machgolf.com
Web:
www.machgolf.com

The opening tee shot at Machrihanish will rival anything else in world
golf and indeed is regarded by many as the best and most scenic
opening shot in golf. Teeing off over the bay and across the Atlantic to
an angled fairway is sure to magnify any first-tee nerves and that is
why it is so highly regarded among some of the most knowledgeable
golfers in the world.

course from 12 to 18 holes in 1879, commenting that the land was
“specifically designed by The Almighty for playing golf.”
Machrihanish’s remote position on the Kintyre Peninsula means it
always delivers the tranquility a travelling golfer craves but with the
development of nearby Machrihanish Dunes, more golfers are being
swayed by the charms of this terrific golfing location in Scotland.

The subsequent 17 holes will never fail to disappoint either with
Old Tom Morris, who was drafted in to help the expansion of the

FACTFILE

•

One of the most scenic opening tee shots in the world

• Described by Old Tom Morris as “specifically designed by The Almighty for playing golf”
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Machrihanish Dunes
Contact:
Phone:
Email:
Web:

Keith Martin, General Manager
0800 151 3701 (Free phone within UK) / +44 (0)1586 810 000 (International)
keith@machdunes.com
www.machrihanishdunes.com

Located on the Mull of Kintyre, a finger of land made famous by Paul
McCartney in his melodic song about an area in which he used to
holiday frequently, this is one of the most environmentally friendly
courses in the world. Only the tee boxes and the greens have seen
earth moved and the course is kept shorn by a herd of Hebridean
Black Sheep during the winter months.
Owned by American firm Southworth Developments, it was created
by David McLay Kidd. The Scottish architect used to spend his
summers on the beach next to the course as a child and gaze out
over the linksland with his father – former Gleneagles supremo Jimmy
Kidd – and wonder at how good the course could be on that land.
Southworth gave him that chance and McLay Kidd, the original
architect at Bandon Dunes, has produced a course regarded in the
Top 50 in the UK & Ireland. Southworth has developed the area
impressively, re-opening a famous old hotel, the Ugadale (situated
25 footsteps from the world-famous 1st tee of Machrihanish Old), as
well as refurbishing another in Campbeltown.
Golf Tourism Scotland named The Village at Machrihanish Dunes the
‘Resort of the Year’ for 2013, and the readers of Bunkered Magazine
named it ‘Scotland’s Best Experience’.

FACTFILE
• American-owned links designed by David McLay Kidd
• An area made famous by Paul McCartney and his band Wings
with the song ‘Mull of Kintyre.’

The Old Clubhouse Pub, next to the Ugadale hotel, has been the site
of good times and warm welcomes since 1876 when it served as the
original clubhouse of the Machrihanish Golf Club back in the days of
Old Tom Morris. The atmosphere at The Old Clubhouse is one of a
relaxed old-world style golf pub serving up delicious pub food.
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The Machrie GC
Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, Argyll PA42 7AN
Contact: Secretary
Phone:
+44 (0)1496 302310
Email:
machrie@btconnect.com
Web:
www.machrie.net

The only golf course on the remote island of
Islay, which is a whisky-lovers paradise as it is
surrounded by no fewer than eight distilleries. This
is reflected in the small, cosy bar within the hotel
which also acts as the clubhouse; here, there are
row after row of different types of whisky waiting
to be sampled…
It has recently been saved by couple Gavyn Davies
and Sue Nye – former BBC chairman and close
adviser to former Prime Minister Gordon Brown
respectively - after it was placed in administration.
Davies, a former managing director of Goldman
Sachs who now runs a billion pound hedge fund,
is an enthusiastic golfer with a particular interest
in links courses.
Baroness Nye was a director of government
relations and former diary secretary to ex-British
Prime Minister Gordon Brown. She was made a
life peer in 2010.
The Machrie is a classic old links with blind holes
and sunken greens. It is one of the Top 100 in
the UK & Ireland and can only be reached with a
romantic journey by either plane or by speedboat
from Troon.

FACTFILE
•

Surprisingly ‘saved’ by celebrated British ‘power couple’

•

Classic old links in a romantic setting
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Ayrshire & Arran
There are few stretches of golfing coastline
in the world as revered as the 24-mile stretch
along the Ayrshire coast between Royal Troon
and Turnberry. When it comes to golfing
heritage, few can rival the combined might of
Troon, Turnberry and Prestwick. But scratch
beneath the surface of golf in Ayrshire and
you’ll find lots more besides historic Open
Championship venues.
Sitting within sight of Ayrshire’s golfing
coastline is the Isle of Arran, often described
as Scotland in miniature thanks to its mix of
dramatic highlands and picturesque lowlands.
It’s also home to six golf courses which are
popular with golfers of all ages and abilities.
Another feature adorning the Firth of Clyde
off the Ayrshire coast is the magnificent Ailsa
Craig, a giant lump of granite rock formed from
a volcanic plug and from which curling stones
used to be made.
Ayrshire is also home to another famous
Scottish icon, songwriter and poet Robert
Burns. The Robert Burns Birthplace Museum
proudly sits in the village of Alloway and is
popular with visitors from all over the world.

Pladda and Ailsa Craig as seen from the Isle of Arran
For more information on what to see
and do in Ayrshire & Arran, visit our
website here.
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Prestwick
2 Links Road, Prestwick, Ayrshire KA9 1QG
Contact: Ken Goodwin, Secretary
Phone:
+44 (0)1292 477404
Email:
secretary@prestwickgc.co.uk
Web:
www.prestwickgc.co.uk

Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

Host course of the first 12 Open Championships, this is golf as it used
to be. Prestwick inaugurated the first Open Championship in 1860.
The winner was Willie Park from Musselburgh with a score of 174,
two clear of Tom Morris – the ‘Keeper of Prestwick’s green’.
Prestwick’s 24th and last championship was in 1925, when Jim
Barnes from America won. Only the Old Course at St Andrews has
now hosted more Open Championships than Prestwick.
In addition to iconic holes such as ‘Cardinal’ and the legendary blind
par 3, ‘Himalayas’, Prestwick is a haven for ancient golf memorabilia

FACTFILE

in its clubhouse – as well as serving up a splendid lunch rivalled in the
land only by Muirfield’s.
Directly across the road from the golf course is the small airport,
where Elvis Presley famously touched down in 1960 – considered to be
the only piece of United Kingdom territory on which he ever set foot.
The US army transport plane carrying him home stopped to refuel in
1960, en route from Germany, and a lounge bearing his name and a
marker reflecting this event were inaugurated in 2006.

•

The original Open Championship venue

•

A unique links with several iconic holes

•

Situated across the road from where Elvis set foot on British soil

14

Trump Turnberry Resort
Turnberry, Ayrshire KA26 9LT
Contact: Lisa McGhee, PR manager
Phone:
+44 (0)1655 334 043
Email:
lisa.mcghee@luxurycollection.com
Web:
www.luxurycollection.com/turnberry
Now a regular Open Championship venue, Turnberry was put on
the map as a result of it being the scene of the ‘Duel in the Sun’
in 1977 between Tom Watson and Jack Nicklaus.
The lighthouse, Ailsa Craig and the hotel on the hill with its
distinctive clay-tile roof are instantly recognisable reference
points on a course that almost provided what surely would have
been the greatest golfing story ever, when the veteran Watson
was within a short putt of winning The Open again in 2009.
Rated for many years as the No.1 course in Britain and Ireland,
it is one of the most spectacular golf experiences in these islands
with the stretch of holes along the shoreline up to the 10th truly
sensational.

Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

FACTFILE
•

Scene of the Duel in the Sun in 1977 and of Watson’s 2009 heroics

•

One of the most spectacular courses in Britain

•

Bought by US businessman and golf enthusiast Donald Trump in June 2014
and renamed Trump Turnberry

The first official record of golf at Turnberry is a letter dated 30
July 1892 from William Murray, a banker in Girvan, to Thomas
Smith, the Lord Ailsa’s factor. The letter was “a proposal to form
a golf club for Girvan, Maybole and Kirkoswald on suitable links
which could be got at Turnberry.” 6 July 1901 saw the opening
of the first course at Turnberry and it was an immediate success.
Designed by Willie Fernie, it was the longest in the west of
Scotland, with a total distance of 6,248 yards.
Turnberry suffered during both World Wars and by 1948, under
the ownership of the government’s British Transport Hotels
(BTH), Turnberry was fortunate to fall under the control of Frank
Hole, as he restored the famous links in conjunction with Suttons
of Reading. Phillip Mackenzie Ross, who worked for Suttons, redesigned the lands and received instant praise for his creation.
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Royal Troon
Troon, Ayrshire, KA10 6EP
Phone:
+44 (0)1292 311 555
Email:
admin@royaltroon.com
Web:
www.royaltroon.co.uk

Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

This regular Open venue was formed in 1878 and held its first
championship in 1923 when Arthur Havers of England saw off a strong
field of American superstars.
The key year in Royal Troon’s history – and indeed that of the Open
Championship – was in 1962 though, when the superstar of the day,
Arnold Palmer, travelled over from America to compete. At that time, few
of the top American professionals saw the need to make the trip over the
Atlantic to play in the world’s oldest championship. But Palmer’s decision
changed that forever and The Open soon became as sought-after as the
other Majors from the 1960s onwards.

Following Palmer’s kindly act to Troon and The Open, the Ayrshire
links has been a happy hunting ground for American players with Tom
Weiskopf, Tom Watson, Mark Calcavecchia, Justin Leonard and Todd
Hamilton winning the five subsequent championships there.
The Open returns to Troon in 2016 and the old links is currently receiving
an extensive facelift from the Mackenzie & Ebert firm of architects.
Arnold Palmer said: “Royal Troon is one of the great golf courses
in Scotland and certainly one that will stand well for the Open
Championship. I will always have particular fond memories of my Open
Championship there in 1962 because it was one of the most solid and
complete performances of my career.”

FACTFILE
• Scene of the rebirth of The Open when Palmer competed in 1962
• Currently being remodelled in time for the 2016 Open
• A scene of purely American victories since 1962
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Shiskine
Shore Road, Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8HA
Contact: Pietre Johnston, Secretary
+44 (0)1770 860 226
Phone:
Email:
info@shiskinegolf.com
Web:
www.shiskinegolf.com

Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club was founded in 1896
and is located in the village of Blackwaterfoot,
on the west coast of the Isle of Arran. It has an
unusual course because it is only 12 holes – but
those dozen are good enough to see it elevated to
Golf World magazine’s list of the Top 100 Courses
in Scotland.
This is mainly due to the terrific scenery both in
terms of far-reaching views and the wild flowers
and birds closer to hand that you take in as you
play your way round this exceptionally natural
links.
Visitors from all over the world come to see for
themselves what they have heard about this
breathtaking course, which nestles at the foot of
Drumadoon and overlooks the Kilbrannan Sound
towards Kintyre.
The club is owned by almost 700 members, many
from far afield, and with many families boasting
generations of membership. A new clubhouse was
opened in 2010.

FACTFILE
• One of the most picturesque courses in Scotland, set in the
gorgeous surroundings of the Isle of Arran
• A Scottish Top 100 Course despite having just 12 holes
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Dumfries & Galloway
This region in the south west of Scotland is
where many golf visitors crossing the border
from England or travelling on the ferry from
Ireland will first set foot in Scotland, the Home
of Golf.
The region is perhaps not the first to spring
to mind when thinking about golf in Scotland
but for those in the know it will come as
no surprise to find that it is home to a fine
collection of more than 30 courses worthy of
consideration on any golfing trip. Excellent
transport links and value for money really
do make this an appealing proposition for
travelling golfers.
It is also one of Scotland’s most popular tourist
destinations, boasting attractions such as the
world-famous Gretna Green Blacksmith’s Shop
and Burns House, where the legendary poet
spent the last years of his life and wrote some
of his most iconic work.

Statue of Robert Burns in Dumfries, Dumfries & Galloway
For more information on what to see
and do in Dumfries & Galloway, visit our
website here.
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Stranraer Golf Course
Creachmore, Leswalt, Stranraer, Wigtownshire DG9 0LF
Contact: James Burns, Secretary
+44 (0)1776 870245
Phone:
Email:
info@stranraergolfclub.net
Web:
www.stranraergolfclub.net

The last ever course designed by the legendary
James Braid means that it is a popular attraction
for many Braid enthusiasts. It is considered one
of the Top 100 Courses in Scotland and sits in the
extreme south west of the country from where, on a
clear day, Northern Ireland is clearly visible.
The town is also a key port, with regular sailings to
Larne in Northern Ireland and just up the coast is
another superb course, Portpatrick.

FACTFILE
• James Braid’s last ever design
• A Scottish Top 100 Course with views across to Northern Ireland
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Southerness
Southerness, Dumfries DG2 8AZ
Contact: Robert Kennedy, Secretary
+44 (0)1387 880677
Phone:
Email:
sgcsec@btconnect.com
Web:
www.southernessgolfclub.com

Most course architects would be satisfied with
creating one classic links at a time, but not, it
seems, Philip Mackenzie Ross.
While this most under-rated of designers was
rebuilding the Ailsa course at Turnberry, after it
became an airfield during World War II, he also
travelled south to cast his eye over the links land
that lay next to the Solway Firth.
He turned it into Southerness, the premier course
in the south of Scotland and a links that would
receive greater acclaim were it positioned next
to other renowned championship courses. Put
Southerness on the Ayrshire coast and it is difficult
to imagine it would not now be a well-known Open
qualifier.
It incorporates all the classic seaside features,
with heather, rough and gorse lining the springy
fairways and pot bunkers guarding the slick greens.
A nice little touch are the paths of shells that
link those tees set among the gorse bushes to the
fairways.

FACTFILE
• The leading course in Dumfries & Galloway
• Laid out by Philip Mackenzie Ross while he was working at Turnberry

Views of the Solway Coast and the Galloway
Hills can be enjoyed for the most part, although
once you begin the stellar closing stretch you are
focussed solely on the exacting, outstanding holes
in front of you.
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Thornhill
Blacknest House, Thornhill, Dumfries & GallowayDG3 5DW
Contact: Jim Nicholson, Secretary
Phone:
+44 (0)1848 330546
Email:
info@thornhillgolfclub.co.uk
Web:
www.thornhillgolfclub.co.uk
The small town of Thornhill has had a golf club since the
year 1893, when a nine-hole course was laid out on pleasant
heathland.
In 1979 it was extended to 18 in what was surely going to be
the most momentous moment in the history of the club. Not
so in fact, because 20 years later, one of its own took on Tiger
Woods in the midst of the fiercest Ryder Cup matches in history.
Golf has been in Andrew Coltart’s blood since the moment he
was born. In truth, he was destined to do little else but master
the Royal & Ancient game, because his father Robbie (a fine
player himself) had enlisted him as a member of his club,
Thornhill, while he was still in the womb.
Coltart soon mastered the short course in Dumfries & Galloway
and was quickly claiming national titles in an amateur career
that also took in the 1991 Walker Cup, where Phil Mickelson
was in opposition.
Coltart also took to the paid ranks effortlessly and was rewarded
for a stellar 1999 season by being selected by captain Mark
James ahead of Nick Faldo and Bernhard Langer as a wild card
for the Ryder Cup at Brookline.
James famously left most of his rookies out over the first two
days and so Coltart’s only action was in the singles… when he
was drawn against Tiger. Given no hope, he put up a good fight
and but for a couple of bad breaks it would have gone down the
last.

FACTFILE
• Home club of 1999 Ryder Cup player Andrew Coltart

He now runs his own golf school in East Lothian and is a
commentator for Sky Sports. His sister Laurae is Mrs Lee
Westwood.
Thornhill’s course remains a nice mixture of park and heathland
with magnificent panoramic views.
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Dundee & Angus
The city of Dundee is famously known for the
three j’s of jute, jam and journalism – but within
golfing circles the area of Dundee & Angus
is more commonly known for being home to
world-class golf courses, many of which are
considered hidden gems.
In fact, many experienced golf writers consider
the region to be one of the most underrated
anywhere in the world given the breadth
of quality on offer and the value for money
available. As a region it incorporates a little bit
of everything that a true golfing aficionado could
want – magnificent links courses, an historic
Open Championship venue, parkland treats and
much more.
Away from the golf courses, Dundee city itself
is undergoing something of a renaissance and
can offer excellent hotels, restaurants and
nightlife as well as a host of attractions including
the RRS Discovery, the vessel which Captain
Scott used to sail to the Antarctic. The town
of Arbroath is also home to the historic ruins
of Arbroath Abbey where the Declaration of
Arbroath, marking Scottish independence, was
signed in 1320. Glamis Castle is the famous first
home of Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother
and reportedly one of the most haunted castles
in the UK.

Glamis Castle, Angus
For more information on what to see
and do in Angus, visit our website here.
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Carnoustie
20 Links Parade, Carnoustie, Angus DD7 7JF
Contact: Phil Craghill, GMS PR agency
Phone:
+44 (0)1438 718399
Email:
phil@gmsgolf.co.uk
Web:
www.carnoustiegolflinks.co.uk

This fearsome Open Championship venue is home to Hogan’s
Alley as a result of Ben Hogan’s legendary Open win on the
links and was the scene of the spectacular Jean Van de Velde
collapse in 1999.
Golf has been played in Carnoustie for well over four centuries.
The first indication that the game was played in the Angus
town can be found in the Parish Records of 1560 when the
game of ‘gowf’ was mentioned and there is every indication it
has played an important part in the town’s life ever since.
An initial 10 holes were laid out by Allan Robertson,
the greatest golfer of his time and the man generally
acknowledged to be the first golf professional. In 1867, Tom
Morris Sr extended the course to 18 holes but it was not until
1926, when James Braid made sweeping changes, that the
course became ready to receive the Open Championship.
Locals insist the town got its name from the Battle of Barry in
1010 in which the Scottish King, Malcolm 11, saw off a band
of Danish invaders led by their general, Camus – who was ‘put
to the sword’. A cross in the ground of the Panmure Estate
marks the spot where he was buried.
Legend has it that the Norse Gods were so incensed by
the loss of their favourite warrior that they put a curse on
the neighbourhood, letting thousands of crows loose. They
colonised the woodland on Buddon Ness, so the area became
known as Craw’s Nestie and later morphed into Carnoustie.

FACTFILE
•

Scene of Hogan’s famous Open win
and Van de Velde’s collapse

•

One of Britain’s most exacting courses
with a long history in the game
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Montrose
Traill Drive, Montrose, Angus DD10 8SW
Contact: Alan Crow, Chairman of the Links Trust
Phone:
+44 (0)7963 411133
Email:
crowalanjanice@hotmail.com
Web:
www.montroselinks.co.uk

Between Carnoustie and Aberdeen lies this tremendous links of almost
unparalleled history. But golfers may not be able to enjoy Montrose in
decades to come, for the North Sea is eroding the piece of coast on which it
sits.
Montrose’s course has been managed by a links trust a la St Andrews since
1979, and this set-up has helped to bring together the various golf clubs
that play on the same links. These different clubs stem from the way people
from similar backgrounds established their own clubs in a bygone era and
is an enduring example of the historical class system.
Golf has been played here as early as 1562, when six-year-old James
Melville wrote in his diary of being “teached to use the glub for goff” by
the Reverend William Gray. It makes Montrose the fifth-oldest course in the
world and some of the ground used then is still played on now, namely that

hosting the 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th and a bit of the 17th – although
they aren’t all now played in the same direction as they were in centuries
past. Montrose celebrated 450 years of golf in the town last year, with
former Women’s British Open champion Catriona Matthew part of the
celebrations.
The real story here, though, is that it may not exist for much longer,
certainly not in its current form. Erosion of the coast is threatening the best
stretch of holes, starting at the 2nd. To the right of the 2nd tee is a red sign
informing the visiting golfer that this course is being eaten away by North
Sea waves which buffet the vulnerable coastline on which Montrose Medal
is perched. Rock armour has gone in to protect the 2nd and 3rd to stop any
more of the area disappear; 30m has gone since the late 80s. These rocks
were taken from the 6th (which lost its tee in 1994) as the 2nd and 3rd are
deemed to be more under threat.

FACTFILE
FACTFILE
• Fifth oldest course in the world is under real threat from coastal erosion
• Run by a links trust, which is bringing harmony to the multi-club set up

24

Forfar
Cunninghill, Forfar, Angus DD8 2RL
Contact: Stuart Wilson, Secretary
+ 44 (0)1307 463773
Phone:
Email:
info@forfargolfclub.co.uk
Web:
www.forfargolfclub.co.uk

A very fine heathland course in its own right but the
interesting aspect of Forfar is that it is now overseen
by former British Amateur champion and Walker Cup
player Stuart Wilson.
He shunned the paid ranks after reaching the very
top of the amateur game and is now to be found
addressing admin matters at this excellent Angus club
as well as captaining the European teams at the 2012
and 2014 Junior Ryder Cups
And if you are in the area, call in at Monifieth, to
recreate the moment Tom Watson fell out with links
golf... after just one stroke.
In the qualifier for the 1975 Open at Carnoustie,
Watson hit what thought was a perfect drive down
the 1st at Monifieth but could not find his ball as he
walked up the fairway. With just seconds left ‘on the
clock’, he wandered over to a little pot bunker at the
side of the fairway and there lay his ball.
Despite going on to win The Open, Watson didn’t
enjoy the seaside game until many years later,
but 40 years on will bow out with fond memories
in the summer of 2015 when he plays The Open
Championship at St Andrews.

FACTFILE
• Forfar’s secretary is former Amateur Champion and Walker Cup player Stuart Wilson
• Monifieth is the course which gave Tom Watson his first (nasty) taste of links golf
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Edinburgh & The Lothians
A region that offers a fantastic mix of golf
including the outstanding coastal courses
in East Lothian, the bustling city courses in
Edinburgh and welcoming members courses
across West Lothian and Midlothian.
A trip to Scotland is not complete without a
visit to Scotland’s Capital; a city like no other
it is a wonderful blend of old and new, making
it the perfect base for any kind of break but
particularly one centred around golf. There are
roughly 40 courses within just a few miles of
the city centre. Dalmahoy is located just seven
miles west of Edinburgh at the foot of the
Pentland Hills; one of the first golf clubs ever
created, Musselburgh Links, is only a short
drive away in East Lothian and has hosted the
Open Championship on six occasions between
1874 and 1889; not to forget Muirfield, which
hosted the Open Championship in 2013.
Edinburgh & the Lothians is the perfect region
to mix golf with a visit to a variety of tourist
attractions: from the majestic Royal Yacht
Britannia, which is permanently berthed at
Leith in Edinburgh; to the medieval Edinburgh
Castle; as well as other sites across the
Lothians such as Tantallon Castle and the
Scottish Seabird Centre in East Lothian, and
Hopetoun House in West Lothian.

The Royal Yacht Britannia, Edinburgh
© Marc Millar
For more information on what to see
and do in Edinburgh & The Lothians,
visit our website here.
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Muirfield
Duncur Rd, Muirfield, Gullane, East Lothian EH31 2EG
Contact: Stuart McEwen, Secretary
+44 (0)1620 842123
Phone:
Email:
hceg@muirfield.org.uk
Web:
www.muirfield.org.uk

The home of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers has
an element of mystique to the outside world matched only by
Augusta National.
Formed on 7 March 1744 as ‘The Gentleman Golfers’, the HCEG
played a key part in the development of the rules of golf. The
Company played on five holes at Leith for many years before in
1830 playing on a new layout within the horse racing course at
Musselburgh along the coast. They eventually opted to swap one
racecourse for another by moving to the ‘Hundred Acre Field’ on
the Archerfield Estate – venue for the annual East Lothian races.
The 16-hole course, called Muirfield Green, was laid out by
David Plenderleith to a plan staked out by Old Tom Morris.
Within a year, ‘Muirfield Green’ hosted The Open and it has
staged 15 championships since, being regarded as the most fair
links on the rota.
It has had great ‘characters’ down the years, who has given rise
to tales of myth and legend.
Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

FACTFILE
• The home of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers
• Open venue of great distinction

‘Paddy’ Hanmer, for example, is perhaps the best known of
the HCEG’s Secretaries and legend has it he reprimanded Tom
Watson and Ben Crenshaw for playing a match up the 10th and
down the 18th with hickories after the former had won the 1980
Open.
Some years later, the late Payne Stewart was famously denied a
tee time while preparing for the 1991 Open at Birkdale by a lady
in Muirfield’s office unaware of his status.

• A club with great mystique, and more than a few myths
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Musselburgh Old Course
Stables Pavilion, Balcarres Road, Musselburgh EH21 7SR
Contact: Jennifer Jarvis, Marketing & Communications
+44 (0)131 653 5122
Phone:
Email:
jjarvis@enjoyleisure.com
Web:
musselburgholdlinks.co.uk

The Old Golf Course at Musselburgh is one of the original Open
Championship venues, hosting the event on six occasions between
1874 and 1889. There is evidence to prove that golf was played on
Musselburgh Links as early as 1672 – and suggestions that Mary,
Queen of Scots, played there as early as 1567.
Musselburgh Links was originally seven holes, with another added in
1838 and the full nine-holes coming into play in 1870. The first three
holes stretched eastwards from the grandstand at the racecourse, the
site of the former clubhouse of the Honourable Company (see Muirfield).
To the right is the main traffic route through Musselburgh, onto which
golfers used to slice their shots, then played back to the links using
brass-soled clubs. The metal plate on the ‘brassie’ wooden club was
invented in Musselburgh in 1885 to deal with such shots.
At the 4th green there still stands Mrs Foreman’s Inn. There used to be
a hatch in the wall through which refreshments could be passed to the
early golfers.
The course turns northwest with the next three holes following the
coastline and the 8th returning south towards the Home Hole, which is
now the 1st.

• Reputed that Mary, Queen of Scots, played
on Musselburgh in 1567

The four and a quarter inch diameter hole became standard during the
19th century, its seemingly random size was just that, it happened to
be the width of the implement (spare piping) used to cut the holes at
Musselburgh. In 1893 the R&A made the size mandatory.

• Host of six Open Championships

You can still play here with hickory clubs.

FACTFILE

• Where the standard hole of 4.25” was born
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North Berwick
New Club House, Beach Road, North Berwick EH39 4BB
Contact: Chris Spencer, Secretary
+44 (0)1620 895040
Phone:
Email:
Chris@northberwickgolfclub.com
Web:
www.northberwickgolfclub.com

Home to the most copied golf in hole in the world.
The 15th hole ‘Redan’ is the inspiration for dozens,
if not hundreds, of golf holes across the globe.
There are, in fact, no weak holes here and many
other outstanding ones, laid out on charismatic
terrain and incorporating features – such as a
green tucked behind a drystone dyke (wall) – that
cannot be seen anywhere else.
The club was established in 1832, with 10
founding members, only one of whom (Captain
Brown, a Waterloo veteran) was resident in North
Berwick. The others for the most part were drawn
from ‘gentry and nobility’ in the surrounding area.
The West Links at North Berwick was named the
“most fun” golf course in UK & Ireland by a panel
of experts from Golf World magazine in 2013 and
regularly tops lists of the best value for money
courses in the country.
Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

FACTFILE
• The course which has the original ‘Redan’ hole
• Where LPGA Tour star Catriona Matthew learnt the game
• One of most characterful courses in Britain with numerous quirky features
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Heritage of Golf Museum
Gullane, East Lothian EH31 2BB
Contact: Archie Baird
Phone:
+44 (0)1875 870277
Web:
www.heritageofgolf.org

Located next to the pro shop at Gullane GC, this is
the private collection of charismatic golf historian
Archie Baird.
Archie’s stories are legendary and an audience with
him is sought by visiting golfers from all over the
world, keen to learn about the history of the game
through his illuminating words and his treasured
artefacts.
Baird himself is one of the game’s great characters;
In his colourful life he flew for the RAF in the
Second World War, was a lifeguard, goat herder
and cinema manager in America, and for many
years one of Edinburgh’s leading veterinary
surgeons.

FACTFILE
• One of finest collections of historic golf items anywhere
in the world – a rival to those within the R&A and USGA

His passion for golf’s history began when he was
seeking furniture for his new house with his wife
and noticed a canvas bag stuffed full of oldfashioned golf clubs, inscribed with ‘W. Park,
Musselburgh’. Willie Park Sr was the first winner of
the Open Championship and as well as being the
finest player of his generation, he designed courses
and crafted clubs. He also happened to be the
great grandfather of his new wife, Sheila. Archie
bought and the rest is history...

• The curator is one of the great characters in the game

30

Bathgate Golf Course
Edinburgh Road, Bathgate, EH48 1BA
Contact: Gerard Flannigan, Secretary
+44 (0)1506 630505
Phone:
Email:
bathgate.golfclub@lineone.net
Web:
www.bathgategolfclub.com

This golf club on the outskirts of Edinburgh is
famous for being the only to have produced two
Ryder Cup captains: Eric Brown (captain in 1969
and 1971) and Bernard Gallacher (1991, 1993,
1995). It is also the home club of Bernard’s
nephew, Stephen Gallacher, who retained one of
the biggest titles on the European Tour in Dubai
earlier this year and has a very real opportunity to
become a Ryder Cup player himself.
The clubhouse is a mini-museum of Ryder Cup
memorabilia with a special Ryder Cup cabinet
displaying artefacts from previous matches in
honour of their famous golfing sons.
The club was founded in 1892 and is located in the
town centre, with the clubhouse a five-minute walk
from the railway station which has a direct link to
Edinburgh and Glasgow Queen Street via Airdrie.

Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

The 18-hole parkland course stretches to 6,328
yards to a par of 72.

FACTFILE
• Home course of two Ryder Cup captains
• Home course of Stephen Gallacher, poised to be a Ryder Cup candidate in 2014
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Ye Old Golf Tavern
30-31 Wrights Houses, Bruntsfield, Edinburgh EH10 4HR
+44 (0)131 221 5221
Phone:
info@golftavern.co.uk
Email:
Web:
www.thegolftavern.co.uk

The oldest golf pub in the world is a special place to visit for
golf enthusiasts. During the early days of golf, clubhouses
did not exist and it was here that Bruntsfield Links Society
used to congregate from 1788 until early in the 19th
Century (when they moved to Musselburgh).
Located only a 10-minute walk from the city’s iconic Princes
Street, the tavern was founded in 1456 and was previously
known as the Golf Hotel. It overlooks The Meadows and
the world’s oldest short hole golf course – the historic
Bruntsfield Links.
Golf has been played on Bruntsfield Links from as early
as the 1700s, when The Royal Burgess Golfing Society of
Edinburgh was founded – believed by some to be the oldest
golf society in the world.
The Bruntsfield Links Society was founded in 1761. This
group of golfers along with the Burgess Society shared the
use of Bruntsfield Links for many years. Members of these
clubs were made up of local merchants who enjoyed playing
golf on the course and drinking ale in the nearby Golf
Tavern.

FACTFILE
• Oldest golf pub in the world, located close to the famous Princes Street
• You can still play the course for free!

Today Bruntsfield Links is one of Scotland’s few free public
golf courses, tended by the City Council’s parks staff.
This patch of inner-city parkland can be played by hiring
golf clubs and balls from the Golf Tavern – with an eat,
drink and play package available for £12!
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Leith Links, Edinburgh
A special permit to film is required.
Please email parks@edinburgh.gov.uk for further information.
Also required is evidence of public liability insurance.

This is the birthplace of competitive golf. It was
here in 1744 where The Honourable Company of
Edinburgh golfers (see also Muirfield) first drew up
the rules of golf and played over a five-hole course
with each hole measuring more than 400 yards.
Yet the earliest records of golf being played at Leith
Links go even further back, to 1522.
Today Leith Links is used as a recreation ground
for football, cricket and other sports but its place in
golfing history is still recognised.
A piece of grass featuring the 2nd hole, 3rd tee and
a memorial plaque stands within the old Whyte &
Mackay whisky bottling plant, now a residential
development.
Before Whyte & Mackay closed down, the feature
was a popular attraction on tours of the plant.
A plaque also stands within the modern-day Leith
Links commemorating the area as the birthplace of
competitive golf.

FACTFILE
• Origins of competitive golf, with a plaque noting its place in golf history
• Golf said to have been played here back in 1522

33

Fife
Renowned as the birthplace of golf, there is
nothing that can quite compare to teeing up in
the Kingdom of Fife. A journey to the region has
become an essential pilgrimage for golfers all
around the world owing to its rich history as well as
its abundance of world-class golf courses.
For many the main draw is St Andrews, which is
recognised internationally as the Home of Golf,
as well as the home of the Old Course. There are
also seven different courses under the St Andrews
Links banner; in addition Kingsbarns Golf Links is
just a short drive from the town centre.
However, there is much more to golf in Fife than St
Andrews: East Neuk, for example, comprises the
coastal villages of the most northerly part of the
Firth of Forth and is home to a great selection of
courses. Other ‘must-plays’ in the area include the
Leven Links and Lundin Links, along with Aberdour,
which is a fantastic coastal parkland coast.
Along with its golfing tradition, Fife’s rich history
is exemplified elsewhere: from the grandeur of St
Andrews Cathedral to the fascinating old buildings
and cobbled streets at the Royal Burgh of Culross.
Fife is also celebrated as the home to many fishing
villages along with the natural beauty of its glorious
beaches which sweep the coastline and miles of
peaceful countryside nestled inland. Fife is perfect
to experience world-class golf courses, thrilling
outdoor pursuits and magnificent views.

West Sands Beach, St Andrews, Fife
For more information on what to see
and do in Edinburgh & The Lothians,
visit our website here.
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St Andrews Old Course
St Andrews KY16 9SF
Contact: Laurie Watson, St Andrews Links Trust External Relations and Media Manager
+44 (0)1334 466610
Phone:
Email:
Laurie.Watson@standrews.org.uk
www.standrews.org.uk
Web:

The oldest and most famous course in the world
needs little introduction. It is regarded as the
Home of Golf and hosts The Open every five years.
It has been the scene of numerous outstanding
championships, with the 1984 vintage perhaps
the best known – Seve Ballesteros seeing off Tom
Watson and concluding his triumph with his
unforgettable fist pump.
There are holes about which whole features have
been written, not least the 17th, probably the
toughest par 4 in golf and the scene of notable
moments such as Watson being stymied against
the wall and David Duval’s meltdown in 2000).

Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

FACTFILE

The storylines are many and varied: the Swilcan
Bridge; the Old Course Hotel; the caddies; the
Jigger Inn; the R&A clubhouse; Chariots of Fire
being filmed on the adjacent beach; the stretching
of the course to match advances in equipment
technology; how the course used to be played the
other way round; the origins of the affectionate
names given to so many of the course’s features;
the Morris golfing dynasty; Bobby Jones’ hate-love
relationship with the links.

• The feted Home of Golf and a regular Open venue
• Myriad story lines, from the stones in the Swilcan
to the caddies in the Jigger Inn

35

Dunfermline Golf Course
Pitfirrane, Crossford, Dunfermline, Fife KY12 8QW
Contact: Robert De Rose, Secretary
Phone:
+44 (0)1383 723534
Email:
secretary@dunfermlinegolfclub.com
Web:
www.dunfermlinegolfclub.com

Beneath the unassuming surroundings of Dunfermline Golf Club lies
a story which elevates the club to one of the most important in golf
history – for it can be regarded as the club that gave golf to America.
Two of its members were the founding members of the first golf society
in the US, a move which saw the game blossom and become one of
the biggest sporting industries in the world.
One of the earliest members of the club was Robert Lockhart
who, with John Reid, introduced golf to the United States through
the formation of the St Andrew’s Golf Club in New York. But the
introduction of golf to the US was not all plain sailing. Shortly after

arriving into New York from one of his regular trips back to Scotland,
Lockhart took his newly acquired clubs and golf balls to Central Park
to test them out and was promptly arrested by police after complaints
from other park users. Unsure of what to charge him with, officers
released Lockhart and thus began his search for a more permanent
and less frowned-upon golfing location. Soon afterwards, the St
FACTFILE
Andrew’s
Golf Club of New York was born, of which Reid was the first
chairman. Both men came from Dunfermline. Another famous son of
Dunfermline, Andrew Carnegie, would also later become a member of
the new American club.

FACTFILE
• Two founding members helped introduce golf to America
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Kingarrock
Forester’s Cottage, Hill of Tarvit, Cupar, Fife
Contact: David Anderson
Phone:
+44 (0)1334 653421
Email:
david@kingarrock.com
Web:
www.kingarrock.com

Don’t expect to turn up here and swipe away with your graphite shafts and titaniumheaded driver. Hickory clubs and limited distance balls are the order of the day here as
you are transported back to how the game used to be played. Plus Fours and flat caps
are also welcome!
All players are provided with original hickory clubs, an old golf bag, together with balls
and tees that represent the early 20th Century golfing experience. The size of the hole
remains four and a quarter inches and the thrill of competition is as great as ever.
Forester’s Cottage is staffed by men and women knowledgeable in the period 1910 to
1930. They will provide you with a Spoon, Driving Iron, Mid Mashie, Mashie Niblick
and Putter, together with helpful advice on play. With golf bag, clubs and balls
weighing on average only 5lbs, there is no need for trolleys or buggies!
Kingarrock is open to visitors from Easter to October, who must telephone or email to
reserve the 1st tee.
The origin of the course dates back to 1904, when Frederick Sharp and his family
came over the Tay from Dundee to live closer to the Royal and Ancient Golf Club at St
Andrews. They built and maintained their own nine-hole golf course in front of their
mansionhouse, and it proved to be very popular with the amateur and professional
hickory players of the day.

FACTFILE
• Hickories and lightweight balls used to
take the golfer back to the 19th Century

The sad and tragic death of Hugh in 1937 at the Castlecary Rail Disaster and the
onset of war resulted in Kingarrock being ploughed up and used for farming ever
since. But in 2002 the Anderson family decided to invest their time and money in
bringing the old family course back to life and the Kingarrock Golf Course re-opened
for the first time in over 70 years on June 28, 2008. With the input of Scottish
National Heritage, the course and the Hill of Tarvit mansion house is now open and
welcoming golf visitors from all over the world.

• Course dates back to 1904 and was
revitalised by Anderson family in 2002
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British Golf Museum
Bruce Embankment, St Andrews KY16 9AB
Contact: Angela Howe, Director
Phone:
+44 (0)1334 460046
Email:
enquiries@randa.org
Web:
www.britishgolfmuseum.co.uk

The world’s premiere heritage centre for golf is located just 67 yards
from the Old Course at St Andrews. That’s a mere flick with a lob
wedge in modern golfing parlance or a knock with a jigger if you
are more of a traditionalist. Regardless, it is a must visit for any golf
enthusiast.
The museum is home to over 17,000 objects, and just some of
the many highlights include Articles & Laws in Playing the Golf; a
driving putter made by Hugh Philp; a ball pattern-making press; Tom
Morris Jnr’s Open Championship medal, James Braid’s pocket watch,
the ladies Amateur Championship trophy; a Simplex Crosshead
Wood; Bobby Jones Flicker Books; a model of Joyce Wethered’s grip; a
cane golf ball; Henry Cotton’s MBE and Seve’s shoes.
The collection tells the story of British golf, through material
dating from the 17th Century to the present day. It is the most
comprehensive golf collection in Britain, and one of the finest
worldwide, celebrating golf from grass roots to international level.

FACTFILE
• Over 17,000 historical objects from the history of golf
• Located right next to the Old Course and open 360 days a year

In the thousands of items are equipment (clubs, balls,
manufacturing and clothing), prizes (trophies and medals),
decorative art (artworks, ceramics, silverware and ephemera), film,
photographs and archives (books, periodicals, programmes and
patents). The displays and archives are enhanced by unique loan
collections from The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews and
The Women Golfers’ Museum.
The British Golf Museum is open 360 days a year, only closing on
December 24-26 and 31 plus January 1.
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Golf House Club, Elie
Elie, Fife KY9 1AS
Contact: Gordon Fleming, Secretary
Phone:
+44 (0)1333 330301
Email:
book@golfhouseclub.org
Web:
www.golfhouseclub.co.uk

Faced with a blind opening tee shot, members of
the Golf House Club at Elie have come up with an
ingenious way to make sure the path is clear before
teeing off… they erected a recovered periscope from a
WWI submarine!
Elie is one of the oldest golf clubs in the country and
lies just 12 miles from the championship courses at
St Andrews. The game has been played across the
historic Elie links since the 15th Century and still offers
classic links terrain of rippling fairways leading to fast
and firm greens.
“It’s quirky and it’s the most enjoyable course I know.
If I had my way I’d build Elies all over the world,” said
Peter Thomson, winner of five Open Championships.

FACTFILE

Elie is also where one of the game’s true greats learnt
his craft; James Braid was born in 1870 in Earlsferry,
which is the adjoining village to Elie. Like Thomson he
also won five Opens having taken up the game as a
young child at Elie. He won his first local tournament
over the Elie links at the age of eight. It’s also where
Ross McMurray, designer of the Twenty Ten course at
Celtic Manor, fell in love with golf.

• Ingenious way to check if the blind 1st hole is playable - using a periscope!
• The links on which James Braid learnt the game
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Forth Valley
Forth Valley is a great place in which to
experience some of Scotland’s great golf
courses. Often referred to as the ‘Gateway
to the Highlands’, Stirling and the wider Forth
Valley district has been the site of many major
battles down the years – from the Battle of
Stirling Bridge in 1297, to Battle of Bannockburn
in 1314. However, the only battles fought there
today are on the greens.
With around 20 sublime courses to choose
from, there is something for every golf
handicap. Choices include Stirling Golf Course,
laid out at the foot of Stirling Castle, with
stunning views toward the Lomond and Ochil
Hills, the Carse of Stirling and the Trossachs.
There is also Bridge of Allan with its nine-hole
course, and Alloa, which has two golf courses at
opposite ends of the town, and Dollar Golf Club,
just a 14-mile drive from Stirling.
Taking a break from the golf, visitors can enjoy
an abundance of attractions, including Stirling
Castle and the National Wallace Monument.
There is also Doune Castle and Inchmahome
Island to add further interest to any trip. Add to
this the opportunity to visit glens and lochs in
the Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park
and a visit to the Forth Valley makes for quite an
adventure alongside a game of golf!

View from Stirling Castle, Stirling
For more information on what to see
and do in The Forth Valley, visit our
website here.
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Glenbervie Golf Course
Glenbervie Golf Club, Stirling Rd, Larbert FK5 4SJ
Contact: Ian Webster, Secretary
+44 (0)1324 562605
Phone:
Email:
secretary@glenberviegolfclub.com
Web:
www.glenberviegolfclub.com

Glenbervie is the home club of John Panton, a threetime Ryder Cup player who defeated Sam Snead in the
World Seniors in 1967.
Glenbervie was founded in 1932 and this James Braid
course is often referred to as the most under-rated
course in Scotland.
Set against the backdrop of the stunning Ochil Hills,
Braid made use of the natural beauty, changes in
elevation and hazards the parkland countryside
provides. Only 30 minutes from both Edinburgh
and Glasgow airports yet exuding tranquillity in
abundance, Glenbervie is home to a huge variety of
trees and flora.
The 14th fairway is a particular highlight, stretching
out into the distance towards the Ochil hills while the
9th, ‘Bluebell Wood’, is a 435-yard dog-legged par 4
demanding an uphill drive to land in a position heavily
guarded by out of bounds in trees on the right, and
with a view downhill to a sloping green.
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Of the more than 550 golf courses in Scotland, the highest
concentration is found in and around Glasgow. The city and its
surrounding area are home to 94 courses. Only eight clubs in the
world are older than Glasgow Golf Club, which was founded in
1787 and is located just five miles from the city centre. Another two
golf courses worth noting in the area are Hilton Park and Milngavie
which sit right next to each other in the north of the city. The nearby
Windyhill, Bearsden, Balmore and Douglas Park golf clubs are also
well worth visiting in the city’s northernmost outlying suburbs. There
is also Haggs Castle Golf Club situated right in the heart of the city.
Leaving Glasgow city centre to the south east golf fans will find
themselves in Motherwell and Hamilton where they can enjoy
rounds at the likes of Cochrane Castle Golf Club and Wishaw.
Lanark and Carnworth are also worth a visit.
Glasgow, host the 2014 Commonwealth Games and one of
Europe’s most vibrant, dynamic and stylish cities, was named the
number one UK destination “on the rise” by the world’s largest
travel site, TripAdvisor® There’s so much going on in Glasgow – it is
home to more than 100 cultural organisations including Scotland’s
national orchestra, theatre, opera, and ballet companies and is also
blazing an internationally acclaimed trail in contemporary art, design
and music. The city’s super-league shopping status was confirmed
in 2008 when Glasgow was named the best place to shop in the UK
outside London’s West End.
Heading outside the city there are a lot of fascinating places to visit,
including: Inverclyde, an area of unrivalled beauty, situated along
the broad coastal reaches of the River Clyde; Strathclyde Country
Park, one of Scotland’s most popular visitor destination; as well as
two UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the Antonine Wall and the New
Lanark UNESCO World Heritage Site, both in Lanarkshire.

Kelvingrove Park, Glasgow
For more information on what to see and do
in The Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley, visit
our website here.
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Hilton Park
Auldmarroch Estate, Stockiemuir Road, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 7HB
Contact: Craig Bell, Secretary
Phone:
+44 (0)141 956 4657
Email:
craig@hiltonpark.co.uk
Web:
www.hiltonpark.co.uk

The home club of PGA Tour star Martin Laird, Hilton
Park is located nine miles north-west of Glasgow on the
edge of famous Rob Roy country on the road to Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs.
The only 36-hole golf club in the area, it is set in acres of
rolling moorland and comprises the Hilton Course and
the tree-lined Allander course. Designed by James Braid
the courses first opened in 1928 and are set in acres of
rolling moorland, 600ft above sea level.
In the late 70s, the club introduced a tree planting
programme, with 100,000 added between both courses.
The signature hole on the Hilton is the 17th, ‘Muckle
Drap’. Played from an elevated tee to a well bunkered
green, with a burn around the front edge of the green
some 200ft below, this is a daunting shot.

FACTFILE
• Home club of PGA Tour star Martin Laird
• A classic Braid design on rolling moorland
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Haggs Castle
70 Dumbreck Road, Glasgow G41 4SN
Contact: Alan Williams, General Manager
Phone:
+44 (0)141 427 1157
Email:
secretary@haggscastlegolfclub.com
Web:
www.haggscastlegolfclub.com

This former Scottish Open venue is where David
Feherty famously lost the trophy hours after winning it!
Haggs hosted the European Tour on several occasions
in the 1980s, proving a successful hunting ground
for the stars of the day, with other champions here
including Feherty’s Ryder Cup team-mates Bernhard
Langer and Ken Brown.
Formed in 1910, it takes its name from the castle –
one of Glasgow’s oldest buildings – built in 1585 by Sir
John Stirling Maxwell of Pollok. The course sits next to
the world-famous Burrell Collection and within Pollok
Country Park – the only Country Park within Glasgow
– and the fact the surrounding woods and gardens
are such a haven for wildlife gives you an idea of the
tranquil parkland experience on offer here.
At 6,426 yards, it is one of the longest tests in
Glasgow, as befits a course that hosts the Cameron
Corbett Vase, a Scottish Golf Union Order of Merit
event that counts towards the World Amateur Golf
Rankings.

FACTFILE
• Scottish Open host in the 1980s… where a
star name lost the trophy hours after winning it
• One of Glasgow’s finest venues, situated next
to the famous Burrell Collection
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Highlands & Moray
The Highlands and Moray are blessed with an abundance of
beautiful golf courses. Over the past few years the region has
enjoyed several huge boosts to its profile with the region being used
to stage numerous top tournaments. For example, Castle Stuart has
been popular host for the Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish
Open and has been broadcast as far as NBC in the United States.
Whilst the Curtis Cup at Nairn and Scottish Hydro Challenge at Spey
Valley have also helped to open the Highlands up to a new audience.
Many of the region’s best courses are to be found in and around
Inverness and Moray. Inverness sits on the north east of the ‘Great
Glen’, where the River Ness enters the Moray Firth and is a great
base for exploring all of the fabulous courses within a short drive
of the city centre. Aside from the more high profile courses such
as Castle Stuart there is also Boat of Garten. Known as ‘The Boat’
it enjoys a much-envied location built within a beautiful parcel of
birch trees, heather and broom. Garmouth & Kingston, Grantownon-Spey and Loch Ness add to the great collection of courses south
of Inverness. In Moray golfing fans will discover courses such as
Hopeman, Forres, Kinloss County and Cullen, as well as the two
excellent courses at Moray Golf Club.
Inverness is a great place to visit, whether teeing off or otherwise.
There has a variety of places to visit and things to do both in the
city and the surrounding area. The city boasts a number of historic
buildings in the Old Town that can be experienced whilst browsing
city shops. Other sites to see whilst in the area include Inverness
Castle and the Inverness Museum and Art Gallery. Further afield
there is the opportunity to re-live one of Scotland’s most famous
battles at Culloden Battlefield, see a school of dolphins in the nearby
Moray Firth or cruise down the Caledonian Canal to the worldfamous Loch Ness.

Dusk across Loch Ness from the beach at Dores, Highlands
For more information on what to see and do in
the Highlands & Moray, visit our website here.
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Castle Stuart
Inverness IV2 7JL
Contact: Stuart McColm, General Manager
Phone:
+44 (0)1463 796111
Email:
info@castlestuartgolf.com
Web:
www.castlestuartgolf.com

Home of the Scottish Open from 2011-2013 and
scene of Phil Mickelson’s first victory on UK soil… soon
followed by his second at Muirfield.
This new course near Inverness is the work of Mark
Parsinen, who was the foresight behind Kingsbarns,
and architect-of-the-moment Gil Hanse. It is a modern
links that is more or less unique in the British Isles due
to its emphasis on the short game; in effect, if you can
get your drive airborne, you will find your ball – so
forgiving are the fairways.
But then the real challenge begins, for it matters
greatly which side of the fairway you attack each
green from. Low handicappers will need to find the
correct side in order to have a chance of finding the
green in regulation. Higher handicappers can take
their chances around the putting surfaces – but, that
said, there are few straightforward short-game shots
here. The turf is as tight as anywhere in Scotland, the
mounds make chip-and-runs an art form and Hanse
has even introduced little ‘eyebrows’ (upturned turf)
here and there so that the golfer cannot always putt
from off the green.

Image by David J Whyte © Linksland.com

FACTFILE
•
•

Scene of Phil Mickelson’s first win on British soil
One of the best new courses in Britain –
another triumph for Gil Hanse
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Royal Dornoch
Golf Road, Dornoch IV25 3LW
Contact: Neil Hampton
Phone:
+44 (0)1862 810219
Email:
neil@royaldornoch.com
Web:
www.royaldornoch.com

Regarded by many traditionalists as the finest
course in the world. Tom Watson remarked that at
Royal Dornoch it’s the most fun he has ever had on
a golf course.
The view from the 7th tee is one of the finest in golf,
giving you a magnificent panorama of the rippling
links and the Dornoch Firth. It is welcome respite,
for you may well have run up a huge score at the
short 6th, ‘Whinny Brae’, one of many evil upturned
saucer greens at Dornoch that have the palms of
nervous chippers sweating… and very possibly
reaching for their putter.
Many point to the 14th, ‘Foxy’, as the highlight but
there are many, many good holes here – and with
esteemed architect Tom Mackenzie, who happens to
be a member here, tweaking some of the bunkering
it is poised to remain one of the top 10 courses in
the UK and Ireland.
In Dornoch itself you can also visit the cottage where
legendary course designer Donald Ross was born.

FACTFILE
• Birthplace of legendary designer Donald Ross
• This is a town that eats, drinks and breathes golf; pure golfing nirvana
• A GB&I top 10 course and a town that east, sleeps and breathes golf
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Boat of Garten
Nethybridge Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire PH24 3BQ
Contact: Nigel McConachie, Secretary/Manager
Phone:
01479 831282
Email:
office@boatgolf.com
Web:
www.boatgolf.com

Affectionately known as ‘The Boat’, it is considered
one of the most scenic golf courses in the world. Yet
this James Braid design remains one of the game’s
hidden gems.
With the Cairngorm Mountains to the south and the
River Spey and Strathspey steam railway bordering
the course, it benefits from a sensational location.
It is also proof that great courses do not need to
threaten 7,000 yards to be well regarded; the Boat
doesn’t even crack 6,000. Measuring 5,876 yards
off the backs– only four holes that measure over 400
yards – it winds over springy turf between heather
and silver birch.
There are 18 terrific holes here, but the best is
arguably saved until last. The 18th is the longest
of the par 4s and, if you are considering getting up
in two, then driver is the only option for most of us.
Out of bounds skirts the right and rough on the left;
all golfers know that this kind of climax has ruined
many a Medal card.

FACTFILE
•
•

One of the world’s most scenic
courses with a magical setting
Under 6,000 yards yet still challenging
enough to be a proper test
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Perth & Kinross
As host to The 2014 Ryder Cup, Gleneagles has
certainly been put in the spotlight on the world’s stage.
As well as the four great layouts at Gleneagles – the
PGA Centenary, King’s, Queen’s and par-3 Academy
Course – there are over 30 other courses in Perthshire,
framed by lush countryside, magnificent hills and
mountains and vast, fast-flowing rivers. Perthshire is
the ideal place to tee-off in a picturesque part of the
country dominated by bright greens, browns and blues.
Two of the best courses in Perthshire are to be
found at Blairgowrie Golf Club, which are named the
Rosemount Course and the Lansdowne. Also, Pitlochry
in northern Perthshire is a jewel in the region’s golfing
crown. Possessing dramatic sweeping views right
down the Tummel Valley, its 5,700-yard course features
undulating greens and tree-lined fairways, creating a
beautiful setting. In addition, Blair Atholl, Strathtay and
Aberfeldy also deserve some consideration, whilst two
nine-hole gems. Mains of Taymouth and Killin sit at
opposite ends of Loch Tay.
Perthshire is a great place to visit at any time of the
year, whether for golf or other leisure pursuits. It is
an area of outstanding natural beauty, with history to
discover and towns and villages to explore. It is also
home to some of the most remarkable woodlands in
Europe and is a popular destination for walkers, as well
as often being referred to as the adventure capital of
Scotland.

The Birks of Aberfeldy, Perthshire
For more information on what to see and
do in Perthshire, visit our website here.
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Gleneagles
Auchterarder, Perthshire PH3 1NF
Contact: Kate Newton, PR Manager
Phone:
+44 (0)1764 694182
Email:
Kate.Newton@gleneagles.com
Web:
www.gleneagles.com

The most famous golfing venue in Perthshire and
home to three fine courses – King’s, Queen’s and
PGA Centenary. It also happens to be one of the
finest hotels in the world.
Jack Nicklaus’ PGA Centenary will host the Europe
v America matches and is poised to be a suitably
thrilling venue for the biennial matchplay showdown.
However, it was the first two courses on the property
which first forged the renowned golfing reputation of
Gleneagles.
Certainly, James Braid’s two designs remain classics
to this day; the King’s is still a proper test, especially
when the rough is thick, while the Queen’s is one of
the most charming courses in Scotland.
The hotel is equally impressive, a statuesque building
that has been modernised inside to reflect its status
as one of the leading hotels in the world.

FACTFILE
• Host venue for The 2014 Ryder Cup
• A distinguished venue with a grand hotel and two Braid courses

Gleneagles has a long and distinguished history
and rare pedigree; it was one of the key dates in the
calendar of high society’s back in the day, the rich
and entitled taking the train to nearby Auchterarder
station from the south of England. After the London
‘season’ it was yachting at Cowes, polo at Deauville
and golf and grouse shooting at Gleneagles.
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Blairgowrie
Golf Course Road, Rosemount, Blairgowrie, Perthshire, PH10 6LG
Contact: Douglas Cleeton
Phone:
+44 (0)1250 872622
Email:
Manager@theblairgowriegolfclub.co.uk

Blairgowrie is a town of less than 8,000 people,
yet is home to one of the most well-endowed golf
clubs in Britain.
With the 18-hole Rosemount and Lansdowne
courses in addition to the nine-hole ‘Wee’ course,
Blairgowrie has a wealth of golfing riches.
The Rosemount is a GB&I Top 100 course –
characterised by generous, immaculate fairways
lined by trees and shrubs – and was the scene of
Greg Norman’s first European Tour victory.
The Lansdowne is a tighter, less scenic but more
exacting affair which is in the Scottish Top 100,
and regarded as a very real contender for Golf
World magazine’s next GB&I list.
In the ‘Wee’, Blairgowrie has a nine-holer which
is often touted as the finest in Britain.
The original Lansdowne course (later to become
Rosemount) was designed by Dr Alistair
Mackenzie, the man behind Augusta National.

FACTFILE
• Two outstanding 18-holers and a brilliant nine-holer
• Venue for The 2014 Junior Ryder Cup
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King James VI
Moncreiffe Island, Perth PH2 8NR
Contact: Mike Brown, Managing Secretary
+44 (0)1738 632460
Phone:
Email:
mansec@kingjamesvi.com
Web:
www.kingjamesvi.co.uk

There are 17 islands in Scotland which are
home to golf courses and King James VI is on
one of those.
The unusual aspect of this course is that it is in
the heartland of Scotland! Moncrieffe Island is a
natural phenomenon in the middle of the River
Tay and is accessible only by foot. What else
would the Scots do but build a golf course on it?
It was laid out by Old Tom Morris and named
after King James VI.
In 1884 King James members set up some holes
on a barren stretch of coastline near the village
of Portrush during a visit to Northern Ireland,
and were the first to play on what is now the
world-famous links course.

FACTFILE
• Laid out on Moncrieffe island, a natural phenomenon in
the middle of the River Tay
• Accessible only by foot and designed by Old Tom Morris
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Orkney & Shetland Islands

Old Man of Hoy, Orkney

Great golf courses in Scotland are not restricted to the
mainland; there are plenty more courses awaiting you on
the country’s Northern Isles. Some people may say that
you haven’t experienced all that Scotland has to offer
until you have teed off on one of the country’s islands.
Orkney has a great deal of history and personality, as well
as some beautiful golf courses. The Orkney Golf Course,
which sits high on Wideford Hill just outside the islands’
main town, Kirkwall, is one example. It is a tricky course,
which gives up some sublime views of the town and
towards the outer isles. Stromness Golf Course is also
worth a visit, not least for its majestic views towards the
dramatic island of Hoy.
On Shetland, visitors will come across the most northerly
course in the UK in the form of Whalsay. The Shetland
Golf Club and the remote nine-hole Asta Course should
also be checked out.
The smaller isles of Orkney offer a world of serenity
on sandy white shores while the Mainland houses the
majority of the population and many attractions including
an arts and crafts trail. Orkney Mainland was named the
fourth best island in Europe and second best in the UK
by TripAdvisor’s 2014 Travellers’ Choice awards. Visitors
to Shetland can uncover ancient history combined with
diverse landscapes, incredible geology, fascinating
wildlife, world-renowned archaeology and many fantastic
events and festivals.

For more information on what to see and do
on Orkney, visit our website here.

For more information on what to see and do
on Shetland, visit our website here.
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Whalsay Golf Course
Brough, Whalsay, Skaw Taing ZE2 9AL
Contact: Alan Anderson, Secretary
+44 (0)1806 566 509
Phone:
Email:
admin@whalsaygolfclub.co.uk
Web:
www.whalsaygolfclub.co.uk

Golfers on Whalsay in the Shetland Islands shouldn’t worry
if they can’t sleep at night – they can just strap the clubs
on their back and head off for a round of golf. You see,
midnight golf is possible at the UK’s most northerly course
during the height of summer. And the views are spectacular.
This 18-hole, par-71 course is located at the northernmost
point on the small island of Whalsay, in the Shetland
Islands.
Set in a unique location and bordered by the sea on both
sides, it is surrounded by spectacular coastal scenery, which
in itself gives host to an abundance of wildlife.
Whalsay Golf Club was formed in 1976 by 12 members
and is Britain’s most northerly 18-hole course. The Laird
and his family first played golf in Whalsay from the 1850s
until before World War II. This was on the grounds near the
‘Haa’ at the other end of the island.

FACTFILE
• Midnight golf is on offer at this Shetland Islands course
• Spellbinding finale from an elevated tee

Whalsay can be reached from the Shetland mainland by
ferry, leaving from Laxo (occasionally Vidlin, three miles
from Laxo). The crossing takes around 30 minutes. It is
advisable to take your car across, as the course is around
four miles from the Whalsay ferry terminal at Symbister.
The finishing hole here is amazing: staring down from an
elevated tee you can play safe and circumnavigate the loch,
playing it is as a dog-leg… or you can go for broke and try
to drive the water to the green.
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Outer Hebrides
Venture beyond the west coast of the Scottish
Highlands and you will be able to unpack your
clubs at a variety of courses on Skye and
the Outer Hebrides. The pick of the bunch
is arguably Askernish, which is found on the
island of South Uist. Originally designed by Old
Tom Morris, it was abandoned in the 1920s.
After a comprehensive restoration programme
carried out in the early part of the century
has returned the links to its former glory. In
addition, Traigh (pronounced ‘Try’) which is
the Gaelic word for ‘beach’ is located just to
the north of Arisaig and offers beautiful views
towards the islands of Eigg and Rum, as well
as the Cuillins of Skye.
With its white sand beaches, rugged moors
and jagged peaks, the Outer Hebrides is a
beautiful set of 200 islands. It provides the
ideal getaway to a paradise of powder white
beaches and Atlantic waves, dark moorland
and rugged mountains, amazing wildlife and a
rich and vibrant culture. Also, Lewis and Harris
were named top islands in Europe and fifth
best in world by TripAdvisor 2014 Travellers’
Choice awards.

A small beach on the Isle of Harris, Outer Hebrides
For more information on what to see
and do in the Outer Hebrides, visit our
website here.
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Harris Golf Course
The Isle of Harris Golf Club, Scarista, Isle of Harris, Outer Hebrides
Contact: Roddy Alex MacDonald, Secretary
+44 (0)1859 550226
Phone:
Email:
info@harrisgolf.com
Web:
www.harrisgolf.com

Isle of Harris Golf Club enjoys a remote location
in Scarista on the West Coast of Harris, so only
the most intrepid of travelling golfers make
their way to this Outer Hebrides outpost… but
six-time Major winner Nick Faldo was one!
He signed his £5 note before popping it in
the honesty box and the ‘Faldo Fiver’ is still
played for today by members of the club. Sir
Nick described it as one of the most beautiful
settings for golf.
The course was established in 1930 and
plays to a par of 68 over its 4,900 yards. It is
bordered on one side by the Sound of Taransay,
leading onto the Atlantic Ocean. All down the
west side of the course stretch white sands
typical of this part of the Hebrides.
The natural surroundings are breathtaking
and this – coupled with the extensive birdlife,
wildlife, unique culture, music, language
and arts – make Harris a much sought-after
destination for the discerning tourist.

FACTFILE
•

Remote location in the Outer Hebrides… but Sir Nick Faldo
has made the trip

•

The £5 note he signed is now played for annually by members
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Askernish Golf Course
Askernish, Isle of South Uist, Outer Hebrides HS8 5SY
Contact: Mr MacDonald, Secretary
Phone:
+44 (0)1878 700628
Email:
info@askernishgolfclub.com
Web:
www.askernishgolfclub.com

The story of Askernish – located on the island of South Uist
in the Outer Hebrides – is almost as interesting as the course
itself.
Once forgotten and confined to the history books, this Old Tom
Morris course has recently been restored to its former glory and
won critical acclaim in the process. It is also regarded as one
of the most natural courses anywhere on the planet.
Askernish began life in 1891 when Old Tom Morris travelled to
South Uist and his work was maintained by local farm workers
using scythes. They doubled up as caddies for visiting gentry.
The course runs parallel to the island’s coastline and follows
an anti-clockwise path from start to finish. Having long since
grown over, the original course was re-discovered by a group of
enthusiasts in 2005 and restored by volunteers.
The course was mapped out by golf course consultant Gordon
Irvine, architect Martin Ebert, greenkeeper Chris Haspell and
Adam Lawrence, editor of Golf Course Architecture.
The refurbished course was opened in August 2008 by the
Liverpool and Scotland football legend Kenny Dalglish.

FACTFILE
• Its story begins in 1891 when Old Tom Morris travelled to South Uist

It is a par 72, 6,164-yard links. Old Tom Morris’s layout is a
stunning course now in fantastic condition which runs parallel
to the coastline. The dunes’ natural contours form the fairways
and during winter months sheep and cattle graze the course.

• Rediscovered in 2005 after being lost for generations and restored to
its former glory
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Scottish Borders
Coming from the northern counties of England, visitors will
discover the Scottish Borders, the gateway to Scotland,
the Home of Golf. It combines many of the best elements
of the country’s spectacular and dramatic landscape –
rolling hills, moorland, gentle valleys and rugged coastline
– making it something of a playground for golf course
architects.
Widely considered to be the region’s premiere golf club,
The Roxburghe is a ‘must-visit.’ Owned by the Duke
of Roxburghe, its championship course features deep
bunkers, large greens and wide, undulating fairways.
It was designed by Dave Thomas, who also designed
the course at the MacDonald Cardrona Hotel, Golf &
Spa, which is located under an hour’s drive from The
Roxburghe. Hawick is home to the oldest golf course
in the Scottish Borders and it is easy to see why this
particular piece of land was the first to be chosen for a
course in this part of the country, with the natural contours
of the beautiful, heather-clad hills providing a superb
setting for a game. Melrose and Jedburgh also have
courses worth checking out, whilst Torwoodlee is certainly
not to be missed.
Visitors can enjoy the stunning Scottish Borders
countryside; including Scott’s View (named for Sir Walter
Scott’s favourite patch), as well soak up an enthralling
history that features bloody battles, magnificent castles
and literary greats. Places of interest include Melrose
Abbey, possibly the most famous ruin in Scotland, and
Abbotsford House, the home of Sir Walter Scott.

Scott’s View, Scottish Borders
For more information on what to see
and do in the Scottish Borders visit
our website here.
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The Roxburghe Golf Course
Roxburghe Estates Office, Kelso, Roxburghshire TD5 7SF
Contact: Craig Montgomerie
Phone:
+44 (0)1573 450 333
Email:
craig.montgomerie@roxburghe.net
Web:
www.roxburghe.net

The Scottish Borders are more famous for rugby
union than golf, but this relatively sparselypopulated part of the country does boast one of
the most photographed courses in Scotland, The
Roxburghe.
Playing golf here is a ‘picture postcard’
experience, the parkland-woodland course being
set among such unspoilt rolling countryside that
it persuaded its owner to build a course among it.
The owner is none other than the Duke of
Roxburghe, bona fide golfing royalty. A fine
player himself, he decided in the 1990s to build
his own course on his own estate.
Dave Thomas, who lists The Belfry among his
many successes, was enlisted to carry out the job
and The Duke is very pleased with the outcome.
So much so that you may well see him out
playing it during your round.
The Roxburghe opened to great fanfare in 1995
with a match between Ryder Cup stars Colin
Montgomerie and Nick Faldo.
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Eyemouth Golf Course
Gunsgreenhill, Eyemouth TD14 5SF
Contact: Mel Lockett, Captain
+44 (0)1890 751 081
Phone:
Email:
captain@eyemouthgolfclub.co.uk
www.eyemouthgolfclub.co.uk
Web:

With the plethora of stunning golf courses in these
islands, being voted the course with the most
extraordinary hole in the UK is no mean feat.
But that is the accolade given to the stunning par3 6th hole at Eyemouth. Named ‘A still No Ken’
(Scottish slang for ‘I still don’t know’) it asks you
to fly your ball over the edge of the cliffs towards a
two-tiered green – a journey that is for all but 30
yards over water and rocks.
It is not the only notable hole at this fascinating
course close to the border with England though; the
13th, ‘The Hawk Ness Monster’ is, at 656 yards off
the back tee, Scotland’s longest hole. Oh, and there
is water most of the way down the left and in front
of the green of this monster par 5...
The course is set out on the cliff tops of the
spectacular Berwickshire coastline. The first Scottish
golf course you reach as you travel up the east coast
of Britain, its lofty perch means it is open for a full
round of golf virtually every day of the year.

FACTFILE
• First course over the England-Scotland border
• Has a hole regarded as the most extraordinary in
Scotland… and also the country’s longest hole
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