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PROFESSIONAL
COMPETITION

ARCHITECTURE
DONGNI / CHINA
1st PLACE

SPACE&CITY /
Rules ordering a regular intensive repetition sum up
the feeling of the modern city.
A variety of urban form and minimalist architecture
breaks the old structure, splitting it into triangles,
squares and diamond shapes, refracting a new living
style on extant spatial structures. Demonstrating a free
use of the language of visual forms, it appears like a
game, similar to Goldbach’s conjecture; the destruction
of the ossified template of the city, a visual exploration
of breaking the rules.
In a spatial context, when we ignore the aesthetics
of the city, ignore the rules and celebrate the
deconstruction and reconstruction of the urban space,
the space itself gives us more control and adds more
joy to the city.
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ARCHITECTURE /

JULIEN CHATELIN / FRANCE
2nd PLACE

CHINA WEST /
In western China, the pace of economic development
has ushered in a new and unprecedented period of
transformation, one that has radically redefined the
topography of the country whilst displacing significant
parts of its population from rural areas to vast, newlybuilt mega cities.
Semi-deserted landscapes carry a profound
ambivalence, suggesting at the same time fecundity
and sterility, a promise and nothingness. China
West is a visual exploration of the impact economic
development has had on western China’s landscape,
focusing on the dwindling interstice left between nature
and urbanisation, a space, which, perhaps more than
any other, reveals the true process of change.
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ARCHITECTURE /

DIEGO MAYON / ITALY
3rd PLACE

ATHENS STUDIO /
Prostitution is legal in Greece and the Greek
authorities recently decided to implement a 1999 law
that stipulates that all brothels must have permits.
There are different kinds of brothels, and the top
class ones are called Studio. There are a number of
differences from normal brothels. The buildings are
more discreet, cleaner and tidier, and the prostitutes
are more polite in comparison with the normal ones.
The price is also higher, around 50 euro.
There is a person at the entrance welcoming the
clients, and once inside there is a waiting room where
the girls available come out to show themselves. At this
point, the client can decide whether to stay or to leave.
If they decide to stay, a negotiation begins to agree
pricing, services and time.
These brothels are usually recognisable by a pink neon
sign with the word Studio at the front door.
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CONCEPTUAL
SABINE CATTANEO /
SWITZERLAND
1st PLACE

ART. 115 /
Because of the advances in medicine and the shift
of attitude towards one’s own mortality, the past few
decades have seen the emergence of a demand for
assistance in hastening the end of life. The debate
surrounding the questions around assisted death have
become more frequently discussed in contemporary
society, but end-of-life is a sensitive topic, and media
coverage of the subject is often inaccurate.
So far, only a handful of countries around the world
have allowed assisted dying, either in the form of
euthanasia or assisted suicide and Switzerland is one
of them. While active euthanasia remains illegal there,
assisted suicide is regulated by Article 115 of the Swiss
Criminal Code, which has been in force since 1942.
On those grounds, several right-to-die organisations
have found enough leeway to attend to people who
request their help to die, provided they comply with
specific regulations.
Using a visual language shaped around the concept
of “near documentary”, this project uses facts, news
reports and quotes to re-enact some of the steps
taken by Swiss right-to-die organisations during their
decades-long activity, and the current state of affairs
in the country. By choosing to show places in relation
to the topic of assisted dying instead of people, the
images seek to do without the forced empathy imposed
by any such physical depiction. Instead, the viewer is
confronted with an abstract notion of “choice” - or
lack thereof - and is invited to form their own thoughts
on these situations.
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CONCEPTUAL /

ALEXANDER ANUFRIEV / RUSSIAN FEDERATION
2nd PLACE

RUSSIA CLOSE-UP /
Inspired by the work of A.Siskind, R.Gibson
and M.Parr, I’m trying to visualise those trends and
going-ons that I feel are important to document
in modern Russia.
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CONCEPTUAL /

GAO PENG / CHINA
3rd PLACE
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ILLUSION /
I shot common people and natural views,
combined together in one scene, forging “funny” or
“meaningful” pictures. An artist creates a piece of his
or her reflection of the world, which could also be the
illusion you hold in your heart.
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
TASNEEM ALSULTAN / SAUDI ARABIA
1st PLACE

SAUDI TALES OF LOVE /
Whilst Saudi Arabia is an international symbol of
Islam, many Saudis would agree that there’s a strong
disconnect between the Qur’an and local traditions.
I wanted to answer questions shared by many, such as
‘do we need marriage to signify that we have love?’ and
‘do you need a husband to have a meaningful life?’
I started the project thinking I only had my personal
story to share. I was married at the age of 17 but living
separately as a single parent for the final six years of
an unhappy 10-year marriage. Many family members
commented on how foolish I was to ask for a divorce.
Only later did I realise that there were many Saudi
women who had had similar experiences, more than
I had expected of typical Saudi housewives.

With each story, I found more women sharing complex
marriage theories and experiences. I followed the
stories of widows, happily married women, and
divorced women. I explored the concept of love,
photographing my young daughter and grandmother.
Utilising imagery (with permission) from weddings
I had photographed, I connected the conceptual
construction and expectations of marriage through the
often elaborate wedding ceremony imagery and rituals.
I realised that all of the women I photographed had in
common their success in overcoming the many hurdles
put in place by society and the state.

XXXXX /
xxxxxx

“Society constrains the divorcee. What you can or can’t do,
remains under the control of others. As an independent single
mother, I’ve made peace with the sacrifices I’ve had to make,
but also managed to find happiness on my own”.
Nassiba, fashion designer. Jeddah
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“In Saudi, you can’t marry a man who doesn’t share the same tribal
roots. Your uncles can go to court and have you divorced if they
object that they don’t see the marriage fit for the family name. It’s
happened to many people, and I expected to be one of them.

As a teenager, I took care of my dying mother as my father had
already remarried. I also worked instead of finishing school, to raise
my siblings. Although I didn’t expect a difference in nationality with
my husband to be a hindrance, it took over a year for the paperwork.
My father, surprisingly, didn’t object at the time, but he did warn me of
the consequences. I don’t regret the decision to marry, but I do realise
that my Yemeni son won’t have the same privileges as a Saudi.”
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“I first met her on Twitter, then later in person. Wanting nothing
but fun, she told me off... I met her again at an ice cream shop.
She charmed me with her happy ice cream dance.”
Raneen and Hisham were both previously married and divorced.
Now married to each other, they realise their mistakes.

“My daughters often say “Mama, I never want to get married. I
just want to have kids, like you” Seeing their mother go through
a tiresome 10-year struggle for a divorce, they have a negative
view of marriage”.

“We didn’t believe in love and were too cynical. We also thought
of marriage as a duty. After we stopped searching for the one,
that’s when we met each other.”
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“I married my dental college classmate.
Sharing two children and a happy
marriage, we finally decided to buy our
dream house. Two days before signing
the lease, he died in a motorcycle
accident. Then, my father died. I was
legally required to have a male guardian.
I now wait for my son to turn 16 to take
that role. Until then, my step brother
decides on my behalf.”
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES /

LI SONG / CHINA
2nd PLACE

I WANT TO HAVE AN ORDINARY LIFE /
In November 2016, Li Hang, an eleven-year-old boy
from Harbin, arrived at Changchun weight loss centre
determined to lose weight. He had been diagnosed with
Prader-Willi Syndrome when he was 3 years old, and on
admission, his weight had reached 155 kilograms.
Prader-Willi Syndrome is a disease related to an
abnormality in chromosome 15, and in around 70%
of patients is inherited from their father. It occurs in
1 in 15000 people.
Li Hang was being treated with traditional Chinese
medicine every day, including massage, acupuncture,
fire treatment and cupping therapy. Aside from medical
techniques, Li Hang also did a great deal of exercise
daily with the fitness instructor. From his initial fear,
and throughout the process, Li Hang has been greatly
tormented, but he is supported by his faith in doing
what is necessary to live a normal person’s life.

October 16th, 2016, Changchun city, Jilin province, China.
In the Central Hospital in Harbin, Li Hang is undergoing serologic
examination. Because of his weight, it was difficult to find a
vein for the blood to be taken. The nurse tried many times but
failed. Li Hang held back his pain and nervousness and did not
allow himself to cry. He had been diagnosed with Prader-Willi
Syndrome when he was 3 years old, and his weight had now
reached 155 kilogrammes.
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October 16th, 2016, Changchun city, Jilin province, China.
Aside from medical treatment, Li Hang also did a great deal of
exercise every day with the fitness instructor. In order to return
to an ordinary life like other children, his physical fitness trainer
insisted on half hour workouts without breaks or rest periods.
He wants to say goodbye to his fat quickly.
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October 16th, 2016, Changchun city, Jilin province, China.
The classic symptom of Prader-Willi is eating ceaselessly, even
when hunger has been sated. Li Hang could not help eating
delicious food whenever he saw it, making mealtimes upsetting
occasions. His eyes revealed both passion and helplessness.
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October 16th, 2016, Changchun city, Jilin province, China.
Li Hang took leave of his friends at the weight loss centre with
reluctance. Having been forced to leave primary school in
second grade in order to treat his disease, his biggest dream is to
return to class. It is not currently clear when Li Hang will be able
to return school and enjoy a happy, ordinary childhood.
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES /

LORENZO MACCOTTA / ITALY
3rd PLACE

LIVE CHAT STUDIO INDUSTRY /
The adult webcam industry is worth $1 billion
annually, and is growing fast as the technology
becomes better and cheaper. Collectively, the sites
are estimated to be visited daily by some 5 percent
of the web’s global users and the number of models
performing live online shows from private apartments
or from specialised studios is increasing worldwide.
Romania, a country with one of the highest rates of
youth unemployment in the EU, is now the undisputed
world capital of studio-based cam operations, thanks
to widespread wireless broadband access.
The industry has grown substantially since 2001, and
most major Romanian cities now count hundreds
of facilities offering English-speaking male and
female models - most in their twenties - fast internet
connections, high definition webcams and decorated
rooms where they can turn into the virtual best
friends and cybersex partners of paying clients,
mostly from North America, but also from European
and Asian countries.
In exchange for the workspace, the studios take a
percentage of the models’ pay - which can reach
$48,000 per month. The models are paid by platforms
like Luxembourg-based LiveJasmine, one of the
leading providers, ranking as the 103rd most popular
site in the world and, with 25 million unique visitors
monthly, the 80th most visited site in the USA.

LEFT / Bucharest, Romania, March 2016:
Portrait of a 23-year-old cam model in a room
at Studio 20 before her night shift.
RIGHT / Bucharest, Romania, April 2016:
A 33-year-old cam model after his day shift
in a room at Studio N2.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS & NEWS

WE ARE TAKING NO PRISONERS /
The offensive to liberate Sirte, self-proclaimed
capital of the so-called Islamic State in Libya,
was launched in May.

ALESSIO ROMENZI / ITALY
1st PLACE

It took seven months of fighting, five hundred American
airstrikes, seven hundred soldiers dead and more than
three thousand injured in the Libyan army ranks, to
declare the city finally free.
The offensive has been slow and fierce. The Libyan
soldiers were mostly civilians with no military training.
The leaders of the operation also considered it their
priority to save the civilians (women and children)
trapped in Sirte. But in the last weeks of the offensive,

Sirte, Libya, November 25, 2016: Fighters of the Libyan forces
affiliated with the Tripoli government aim at ISIS positions on
the frontline with ISIS in Sirte in the Al Jiza neighbourhood.
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the distinction between civilians and militants became
vague; some women, allegedly the wives of ISIS
militants, blew themselves up while Libyan soldiers
were trying to save them.
Today Sirte is a ghostly place.
No one knows exactly how many ISIS militants were
in Sirte at the start of the offensive, nor how many
of them have been killed. What is certain is that the
Libyan soldiers have taken no prisoners, and today in
Sirte there are dozens of corpses buried in the rubble.

Sirte, Libya, July 14, 2016: A fighter of the Libyan forces
affiliated with the Tripoli government carries a comrade who
was seriously injured just seconds before by a booby trap
placed by ISIS fighters.
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ABOVE / Sirte, Libya: A lightly
wounded fighter sympathetic
to Libya’s Government of
National Accord (GNA) walks
past the aftermath of an ISIS
car bomb that killed three
and injured 15.
RIGHT / Sirte, Libya,
November 26, 2016: During an
advance against ISIS, fighters
of the Libyan forces affiliated
to the Tripoli government
take up position on a
destroyed building in Al Jiza
neighbourhood.
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ABOVE / Sirte, Libya,
December 1, 2016: A woman
and a child, allegedly family
members of an ISIS militant,
are seen after fighters of
the Libyan forces affiliated
with the Tripoli government
took them out of an area of
heavy fighting in the Al Jiza
neighbourhood in Sirte.
LEFT / Sirte, Libya,
November 26, 2016: A fighter
of the Libyan forces affiliated
with the Tripoli government
gets some rest whilst outside,
clashes with ISIS continue in
the Al Jiza neighbourhood.
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Sirte, Libya, July 14, 2016: Fighters
of the Libyan forces affiliated with
the Tripoli government walk around
the gigantic chandelier of the
conference room in the Ouagadougou
conference centre.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS & NEWS /

JOE RAEDLE / UNITED STATES
2nd PLACE

LOUISIANA FLOODING /
A historic flood, caused by a massive rainstorm,
hit parts of Louisiana and overwhelmed local
communities, causing thirteen deaths and damaging
thousands of homes with flood waters.

BELOW / Travis Guedry and
his dog Ziggy glide through
floodwaters keeping an eye
out for people who need help
in Sorrento, Louisiana.
RIGHT TOP / Elsie Lazarus
is overcome with emotion as
she sits in her flooded living
room while retrieving what
she can from her home.
RIGHT BOTTOM / Katy
Bueche and Chris Villnuve
wait for a boat ride to salvage
items from their flooded
homes in Sorrento, Louisiana.
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A casket is seen in a cemetery
flooded due to a torrential
rain storm.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS & NEWS /

IVOR PRICKETT / IRELAND
3rd PLACE

CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE /
As the fight for Mosul enters its fourth month,
thousands of civilians remain caught between Iraqi
and coalition forces on one side, and Islamic State
group fighters on the other.
Over 800,000 people are still trapped in Mosul,
according to estimates from the United Nations.
Tens of thousands are sheltering in neighbourhoods
declared liberated by Iraqi forces and many more
remain in parts of the city under ISIS control.
Humanitarian organisations continue to fear mass
displacement and civilian casualties.
Many have already made the harrowing decision
to flee their homes, in some cases leaving behind the
bodies of loved ones who died as the fighting came
to their area and had to be buried in front gardens.
The majority of the more than 130,000 people who
have fled are still living in temporary camps in Iraq’s
Kurdish region. Some say they are waiting for the
security situation to improve, others are waiting for
their homes to be rebuilt. Although well organised and
supported by international organisations, the camps
are isolated and winter weather has made life there
very difficult for people who already endured two years
of harsh rule under ISIS.
While other areas of the country were largely devoid
of civilians when they were finally wrested from ISIS
control, the battle for Mosul is different because so
many people have been told to remain inside. As a
result, progress has been slow and civilian casualties,
although lower than expected, are still mounting.

ABOVE / People gather at an aid
distribution centre in the Zahra
neighbourhood of Mosul. Nearly
100,000 people have been displaced
from Mosul since the offensive began
to retake the city from extremists on 17
October, but thousands of families were
also displaced within the city itself.
Without power, and in bullet-ridden
homes and neighbourhoods scarred
by war, they are in desperate need of
kerosene and blankets to keep warm.

TOP / Iraqi civilians displaced by fighting in the village of Shora,
25km south of Mosul, reach an Iraqi army checkpoint on the
Northern outskirts of Qayyarah.

LEFT /Displaced Iraqis from
the Eastern districts of Mosul
warm themselves beside a fire
at Hasansham camp in Kurdishcontrolled Iraq.

MIDDLE / A man and his two sons walk through a neighbourhood
of Qayyarah which sits in the wake of one of the numerous oil
fires set by retreating ISIS forces in the summer of 2016.
BOTTOM / Iraqi civilians displaced by fighting in the village
of Shora, 25km south of Mosul, reach an Iraqi army checkpoint
on the northern outskirts of Qayyarah.
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DAILY LIFE
SANDRA HOYN / GERMANY
1st PLACE

THE LONGINGS OF OTHERS /
The Kandapara brothel in the district of Tangail is
the oldest and one of the largest in Bangladesh - it
has existed for some 200 years. It was demolished
in 2014 but has been re-established with the help of
local NGOs. The brothel district is surrounded by a
two-metre wall, and in the narrow streets within, there
are food stalls, tea shops and street vendors. More
than 700 sex workers live and work here with their
children and their madams. Many of the women were
either trafficked or born inside the brothel’s walls and
in this way their livelihood is secure. Their customers
are policemen, politicians, farmers, fishermen, factory
workers and groups of teenage boys.
The brothel is a place with its own rules and power
hierarchies, which are completely different from
mainstream society. The most vulnerable stage is when
a young sex worker enters the brothel, when she is
called a bonded girl. Officially, sex workers must be 18
years old, but most are underage and bonded girls are
usually 12 to 14 years old. They have no freedom or
rights; they belong to a madam, have debts and are
not allowed to go outside or keep their money.
From the moment a woman has paid her debts, she is
free to leave. Although prostitution inside registered
brothels has been legal in Bangladesh since 2000, these
women are socially stigmatised outside their “homes”
and thus often choose to stay and continue supporting
their families with their earnings.
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DAILY LIFE /

CHRISTINA SIMONS / ICELAND
2nd PLACE

THE LITTLE BULLFIGHTERS OF MEXICO /
Two 6-year-old boys, Salvador and Tadeo attend
Matador training school in Mexico City. Since the age
of 5 they have been “toreros”, or trainee bullfighters,
training for four hours each Saturday and Sunday
morning to learning the craft of bullfighting.
Tuition begins with a set of horns used to emulate
the movement of a bull. Whilst learning how to evade
contact, they must respond with the grace and style
that is both customary and traditional. In time, they
will work with small cows before ascending to fight
smaller bulls. The bullfighting pre-season, called the
Corrida de Novillos, is a proving ground for young
fighters aspiring to attain the title of Matador de
Toros. Both boys obsessively hope and pray to one
day become professional matadors.
The tremendously talented and promising Cristobal,
aged 10, has been training for 2 years. He has since
been invited by the famous bullfighter “El Juli” to train
with some of the greatest bullfighters in Spain.
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DAILY LIFE /

ALICE CANNARA MALAN / ITALY
3rd PLACE

MY (M)OTHER /
The project is a personal reflection on the relationships
between family members.
My family was the core of my research. The aim was
to capture dynamics typical in families. What I found
was how much hiding occurs in family relationships;
hiding one another’s uncertainty, suffering, character
flaws and, of course, love.
My father Pier Paolo is 56 years old and almost deaf.
Much as we love each other, we don’t understand
each other. I have contradictory feelings about him;
but mainly I wish I could save him from his readiness
to shoulder the loads of others, although this is his
dominant trait.
My sister Sofia is 24 years old and lonely. I feel
constantly guilty because of her jealousy of my
relationship with our mother; she even doubts our
mother’s love for her.
Over the years my relationship with my mother has
taught me much. I discovered how important the context
in which a person grows up is, how this changes the way
they see the world around them and, most importantly,
how it influences the way they relate to others.
After a long personal journey, I can now recognise
my father as an authority, see my sister as the unique
person that she is and look at my mother as a person
separate from me.
This collection of photographs is a work in progress.
To me, they represent a way to overcome my past,
to forge my own path.
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LANDSCAPE
FREDERIK BUYCKX / BELGIUM
1st PLACE

WHITEOUT /
There is a peculiar transformation of nature when
winter comes, when snow and ice start to dominate
the landscape and when humans and animals have to
deal with the extreme weather. The series investigates
this struggle against disappearance. The struggle
against a whiteout.
These photos were made in the Balkans, Scandinavia
and Central Asia; remote areas where people often live
in isolation and in close contact with nature. A harsh
existence, fighting against superhuman forces.
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LANDSCAPE /

KURT TONG / UNITED KINGDOM
2nd PLACE

SWEET WATER BITTER EARTH /
Chinese people outside of China often struggle with
their Chinese identity, with many having an idealised
image of what the motherland is like, whether it’s from
stories told by our relatives or from the romanticised
views of the movies. The reality is often very different,
especially given the accelerated speed at which
China is changing. It is often this failure to meet our
expectations and the vast, often unexpected difference
in cultures that alienate us from feeling comfortable
and secure with our roots.
After trying to photograph my ancestral town,
I realised how few connections I have with the place,
emotionally or physically. I realised that my own
vision of China was also shaped by TV shows of my
childhood and more recently, photographic projects
made in China. I went further into China in search
of my own preconceived image of China.
However as I travelled to all corners of the vast
country, I found myself connecting only to the
landscapes, whilst feeling alienated and disconnected
from the people; I realised that my dream of
redemption and return to a lost homeland was,
ultimately, a failure.
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LANDSCAPE /

PETER FRANCK / GERMANY
3rd PLACE

SEASCAPES /
These pictures tell stories of the sea. They show
nature, but nature seen through the lens of our
cultural history. They show time moving on and the
unchanging view of the seascape.
The history of a landscape that has always been there
becomes a “story and history” through the people
who inhabit it, and their imprint. In these pictures, the
fragility of the seascape is shown alongside the task to
protect it. Sometimes the silence of the sea is broken
by a ship, a ghost ship full of stories. At other times the
sun seems to trace a line to the sky.
The landscape becomes the stage for our existence.
What remains is nature.
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NATURAL WORLD
WILL BURRARD-LUCAS /
UNITED KINGDOM
1st PLACE

AFRICAN WILDLIFE AT NIGHT /
My aim was to capture never-before-seen images of
African wildlife at night and to show nocturnal animals
such as lions and hyenas in their true element.
The techniques I employed were only made possible
by the low-light ability of modern-day digital cameras
and by using remote-control devices such as my
“BeetleCam”. BeetleCam is a remote-control buggy for
my camera, which I created to take close-up groundlevel photographs of African wildlife.
All of these images were taken in Liuwa Plain National
Park, a remote area in the west of Zambia. These
images were shot over the course of two trips in 2015
and first published in print and online in 2016.
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NATURAL WORLD /

AMI VITALE / UNITED STATES
2nd PLACE

PANDAS GONE WILD /
Seen by few, but beloved by billions, the giant panda
is one of the most recognised animals on the planet.
It’s hard to imagine, but these animals, who roamed
the earth for eight million years, were only discovered
in the last century. Unknown, and hidden from the
western world for millions of years, even today they are
seen by few but known by most everyone.
So secretive and mysterious was its solitary life, lived in
the thickest of bamboo, in the highest of mountains, in
mist and rain, governed and guided by smell rather than
sight, that the giant panda has eluded easy answers, even
while making its way into everyone’s heart.
Giant pandas have a secret life governed by their nose,
and their daily diet and breeding behaviours have
made them vulnerable in today’s world. With a diet
almost entirely composed of the leaves, stems and
shoots of various bamboo species, their reliance on
bamboo left them vulnerable to any loss of habitat.
Found only in central China, the entire species came
dangerously close to extinction. Scientists considered
the giant panda a relic species; shy, and difficult to
breed in captivity.
But now there is a glimmer of hope, as years of
research are finally paying off. In a region where bad
environmental news is common, China cracked the
code and is on its way to successfully saving its most
famous ambassador. The giant panda was recently
taken off the endangered species list!
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NATURAL WORLD /

CHRISTIAN VIZL / MEXICO
3rd PLACE

SILENT KINGDOM /
Since childhood, I have been attracted to the sea.
I used to dream about what lay beneath the waves, and
how it would look if all the water suddenly vanished,
leaving the animals and living creatures frozen in place,
letting me walk around them while they stay suspended
in time and space. I carry that dream within me to
this day, and my intention is to capture the essence of
being immersed in the experience and presence of the
animal or habitat I am photographing and to share
their splendour, beauty and true nature.
Today, the world’s oceans are in grave danger.
Overfishing, pollution, climate change, acidification
and more threaten the fundamental nature of the
ocean, and its animals are being pushed to the edge
of extinction. Sadly, the majority of humans see
marine animals merely as food. As we can’t understand
their voices, the higher purpose of my images is to be
a voice of, and for the ocean, hoping that people can
get a glimpse of who they really are; beautiful sentient
individuals with feelings, personalities, complex
behaviours and interesting lives that science is only
starting to understand.
I believe photography is capable of real service to
humanity, promoting empathy and initiating change,
so my goal is to create poetic images showing the
incredible beauty of these animals, carrying the power
of changing our perception and sparking the love and
empathy that we all have inside.
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PORTRAITURE
GEORGE MAYER /
RUSSIAN FEDERATION
1st PLACE

LIGHT. SHADOWS. PERFECT WOMAN /
Arranging the delicate balance of the correlation of
the dark and the light the author discovers the obvious
monumentality and duality of the images of the perfect
woman. Within the space of the picture, the light becomes
flat and the dark becomes deeper, highlighting all
conventions and details.
With this approach, the geometry of light becomes not
only a sculptural language but also correlates with the
meaning of the subject. The concept of “the perfect”
in the photographs is contradictory in nature; on the
one hand, it is monumental and complete, and on the
other hand it is naked and vulnerable. These opposing
concepts are at the heart of the works.
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PORTRAITURE /

ROMINA RESSIA / ARGENTINA
2nd PLACE

I KNOW WHAT BEAUTY LOOKS LIKE /
This project explores the idea of beauty.
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PORTRAITURE /

REN SHI CHEN / CHINA
3rd PLACE

LEFT-BEHIND CHILDREN /
Gansu province, 2016. More than sixty-one million
children in rural China have been ‘left-behind’, by
parents who have gone to the cities to work. 80% of
left-behind children who are bullied don’t know who
to tell, whilst 90% of those who experience difficulty
do not tell their parents.
China’s courts report that crimes committed by
minors have been rising by an average of 13% per
year, of which 70% are committed by left-behind
children. Given that crime rates suddenly increase
in number and violence in communities where just
5% of the children in the community have been
‘left-behind’, paying close attention to the healthy
development of these children is essential.
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SPORT

YUAN PENG / CHINA
1st PLACE

THE TWINS’ GYMNASTICS DREAM /
This series was taken in a sports school in Jining,
in Shandong province, China. Liu Bingqing and Liu
Yujie are twin sisters, who have liked gymnastics
since their childhood. They have studied, trained
and grown up here.
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SPORT /

EDUARD KORNIYENKO /
RUSSIAN FEDERATION
2nd PLACE

PUMPING IRON IN RUSSIA /
In the Soviet era, the sport of bodybuilding was not
welcomed by official institutions, as opposed to weight
lifting, which was judged acceptable and included
in the Olympic programme. But people everywhere,
from small towns in the far North-East to Siberia,
Moscow and even the foot of the Caucasus Mountains,
persisted in going to the “sweat box” gyms in cellars,
to “build a body.”
Western magazines crammed with images of
unrealistically muscled male and female bodies passed
from hand to hand and an additional impetus to this
semi-legal sport came with the growth of Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s popularity. Today, with the ban
lifted, bodybuilding’s popularity has not diminished.
The only difference is that some of the clubs have
moved from their old basements into modern fitness
centres, although the basement scene remains.
A couple of times a year the participants climb the
podium during various amateur and even professional
tournaments. Here you can meet anyone; tax inspectors
and businessmen, housewives and popular TV
presenters. Regardless of social status, or whether you
live in a small town in the centre of Siberia, or in a big
city, the only important thing for these people is making
their bodies look perfect, and being admired by others.
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SPORT /

JASON O’BRIEN / AUSTRALIA
3rd PLACE

‘SUPERMAN’ GAEL MONFILS DIVES
AT AUSTRALIAN OPEN 2016 /
I was commissioned by Reuters to cover the 2016
Australian Open Tennis Tournament in Melbourne.
On this day I was positioned on the ‘Catwalk’ which
is high above the stands, and looks directly down onto
the court. Gael Monfils from France was in action in
his fourth round match when he dived horizontally
off the ground in a desperate bid to get to a ball hit
by his opponent Andrey Kuznetsov. The spectacular
action of Monfils diving combined with the clean
background and nice light made for a memorable
sequence of images.
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STILL LIFE
HENRY AGUDELO / COLOMBIA
1st PLACE

INDELIBLE MARKS /
In Colombia there are more than 130,000 people who are
listed as ‘disappeared’. Because of the war and violence
in this country, many bodies that are not identified go
to medical universities to be studied pending a family
member recognising and claiming them.
Hundreds of bodies of disappeared people are waiting
to be recognised or identified by different departments
of the Colombian state Public Prosecutor’s Office,
which is why a mark on some part of their body,
whether a tattoo, a mark on one of their bones, a
prosthesis, or some belonging (chain, rings, glasses,
watches, shoes, etc.) is important. Meanwhile,
thousands of medical students gain their professional
knowledge from these little things, fragments of skin,
bones, fingerprints, dental records.
In 2016 the President of Colombia, Juan Manuel
Santos, received the Nobel Peace Prize for executing
the treaty and the peace agreement with the country’s
oldest existing subversive group, the FARC (armed
revolutionary group of Colombia) to end more than
50 years of armed conflict. But the nation, and the
whole world, must not ignore the thousands of people
who are missing and the millions of relatives who
are waiting for some response from the state and the
groups that remain outside the law.
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STILL LIFE /

SHINYA MASUDA / JAPAN
2nd PLACE

HANAFUDA SHOUZOKU /
When I was a child, my grandmother said ‘Anything with
a shape will eventually be gone’, and what she told me
has remained in my mind to this day. Back then, I had
no doubt that some things would definitely last forever.
There is a Buddhist term, ‘Shogyo Mujyo’.
‘Shogyo’ means every bit of every phenomenon in
this world, and ‘Mujyo’ means nothing lasts as it is,
and constantly changes.
Memory has no physical form. People rely on material
things when they recall their memories. But anything
with a shape will eventually be gone.
As a result, memories live on forever in their minds.
The idea of this work came to me when I found rotten
food inside a box that my mother had sent me from
my hometown. I felt so sorry when I thought of my
mother’s affection towards me.
The process of a food rotting and losing its form
is taken for granted, but I strongly felt that I want
to express my mother’s love in some kind of form.
I portrayed the rotten food as the dead soul and chose
one of the Japanese card games ‘HANAFUDA’ as a
dress (SHOUZOKU) to send off the dead.
The reason I chose ‘HANAFUDA’ is that I often
played ‘HANAFUDA’ with my grandmother who
actually taught me the concept of ‘Shogyo Mujyo’.
It is a tribute to my wonderful grandmother.
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STILL LIFE /

CHRISTOFFER ASKMAN / DENMARK
3rd PLACE

THE CAVE /
In his Cave Allegory, Plato wrote that “Chained
to the wall of the cave, we only see the shadows”,
a way of questioning the perception of reality.
But perceiving the true form of reality must never
destroy our ability to imagine, fantasise and even
create images. These photographs are everyday objects
photographed in the harsh sun.
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OPEN
COMPETITI ON
WINNERS
ARCHITECTURE
CULTURE
ENHANCED
MOTION
NATURE
PORTRAITS
STREET PHOTOGRAPHY
STILL LIFE
TRAVEL
WILDLIFE

Hand-picked from more than 105,000
submissions, the judges of the 2017
Sony World Photography Awards Open
competition present to you the finest single
photographs, across ten diverse categories.
Taking brilliant pictures is very hard, and not
everyone can make the shortlist, win categories
and take away the overall prize, but this year’s
Open competition had more than its fair
share of absolutely stunning images. In some
categories, the shortlist could have been 100
photos long without my having to resort to a
second-rate shot as there were just so many
outstanding photographs.
It has been a pleasure and an inspiration to be
exposed to such a volume of great work, and
a privilege to share in the personal moments,
the joys, tears, lives and losses of photographers
from all around the globe who recorded their
experiences through their pictures.

DAMIEN DEMOLDER
PHOTOGRAPHER AND JOURNALIST, UNITED KINGDOM
CHAIR, OPEN AND YOUTH COMPETITIONS
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OPEN
COMPETITION

OPEN PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR /
ALEXANDER VINOGRADOV / RUSSIAN FEDERATION
WINNER / PORTRAITS
MATHILDA /
Inspired by the movie Leon.
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TIM CORNBILL / UNITED KINGDOM
WINNER / ARCHITECTURE

JIANGUO GONG / CHINA
WINNER / CULTURE

OCULUS /

TAI CHI /

Having just arrived in Berlin on a bright summer’s
day, my wife and I decided to take a morning walk
along the River Spree. We soon came across a large
concrete building, and I was immediately struck by
its geometry and scale. Across the river, I positioned
myself for a single point perspective and waited for the
right moment to capture it. A couple came into the
viewfinder and I noticed the cyclist out of the corner
of my eye. I waited for them to move into the frame
and hit the shutter to try and balance the composition.

December 10, 2016. Wuhan city in Hubei
Province, the Yangtze River, more than 1300
people practising Taijiquan.
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LISE JOHANSSON / DENMARK
WINNER / ENHANCED

HEARTH #3 /
The series Hearth explores what it means to feel at
home. The inspiration for the work came from the
personal experience of returning to Denmark after
many years of living abroad and realising that I had
lost the warm sense of belonging I once had. For this
project, I’ve photographed architectural models of
classic functionalist buildings, early representations of
what would later become archetypes of the Danish
home. Placing doll-like people in the models, distant and
without any connection to their surroundings, Hearth
seeks to apprehend the concept of home in its absence.

CAMILO DIAZ / COLOMBIA
WINNER / MOTION

SUBMERGED FIELD /
Every day this team works together toward a collective
goal. In this shot the Colombian national underwater
rugby team is immersed in white, grey, and black,
fighting together for the ultimate position.
Ana Maria and her team are constantly fighting,
pushing their lungs to the limit and transforming their
everyday lack of resources into an idea of opportunity.
The strength of their reputation had resulted in
an invitation to participate in the European Junior
Championship as a guest team. It is in this scenario
that the South American team is named Youth World
Champions in Norway.
The volume of water suggests a calm while the surface
gives constant chaos

160

161

HIROSHI TANITA / JAPAN
WINNER / NATURE

BORDERLINE /
The boundary line between blue and white, ice and
snow, which appeared in the pond where thin ice
formed in winter.
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CONSTANTINOS SOFIKITIS / GREECE
WINNER / STREET PHOTOGRAPHY

SERGEY DIBTSEV /
RUSSIAN FEDERATION
WINNER / STILL LIFE

HALLOWEEN PROTAGONISTS /

SUNRISE AT SEA /

Halloween in NYC; one of the world’s most unique
parades and the spookiest holiday of Fall.

It isn’t necessary to have money to travel by sea; just use
your imagination! Fabric and paper are all you need.
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RALPH GRÄF / GERMANY
WINNER / TRAVEL
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GASSING UP AT ROY’S /
Roy’s Cafe, gas station and motel in Amboy, California.
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ALESSANDRA MENICONZI /
SWITZERLAND
WINNER / WILDLIFE

FLAMINGOS’ SOUL /
I am not a wildlife photographer, but the first time I saw
the flamingos in the shallow waters of Walvis Bay, on the
Namibian coast in Summer 2016, I was really excited.
Walvis Bay lagoon is synonymous with flamingos and
their beauty and elegance really inspired me. There were
no limits for my imagination; I watched them from early
morning till the end of the day. These fascinating pink
birds made me use up all the space on the photographic
memory cards very quickly.
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YOUTH
COMPETITION

KATELYN WANG / UNITED STATES
OVERALL WINNER

ON TOP OF THE WORLD /
Standing above Lake PehoÃ in Chile, I felt invincible.
I looked at a view that surpassed all the pictures I had
ever seen in my life. I took this image in Torres del
Paine National Park, in the south of Chile, during my
trip there in March of 2016. I cannot begin to express
the way I felt standing there, but I hope that this
photograph can share my unforgettable moment with
you all. It was simply magnificent.
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