Scotland.
dramatic scenes

magical views
the perfect location.

Scotland broadcast guide
Glenfinnan Viaduct, Highlands

Introduction

VisitScotland is Scotland’s national tourism
agency, responsible for marketing Scotland
worldwide as a leisure destination. We work with
groups, organisations, accommodation providers
and visitor attractions across the length and
breadth of Scotland in order to showcase the very
best of the country to the world. Our partners
include the UK tourism agency VisitBritain,
airlines, global brands and Scottish stakeholders
including Historic Environment Scotland, the
National Trust for Scotland, Festivals Edinburgh
and Creative Scotland.

Forth Bridge, Edinburgh

This Scotland Broadcast Guide has been designed
to showcase the very best locations Scotland has
to offer for filming. The drama and sheer variety
of Scotland never fails to impress, from dramatic
cliff top castles and stately historic houses to
the depth of breathtaking landscapes, imposing
mountains and alluring lochs. Not to mention
the world-class collection of museums and art
galleries, from Glasgow’s Riverside Museum, to the
National Museum of Scotland, one of Scotland’s
most popular visitor attractions.

Scotland is also the Home of Golf, with over 550
courses throughout the county, while our capital
city Edinburgh plays host to the biggest cultural
festival every August. Scotland may be a small
country but the wealth of dramatic locations,
built heritage and world class events and festivals
knows no bounds. The world’s greatest natural
film set awaits.

Broadcast Quality HD
Wonderful high-definition footage of many parts
of Scotland is available, from the vibrant cities of
Edinburgh and Glasgow to the dramatic landscapes of
the Highlands, and the idyllic Isles of the west coast.
Production Co-ordination
VisitScotland can assist with facilitating various aspects
of your broadcast production and putting crews in touch
with guides, translators, transport and a wide range of
other services. Priority is given to key markets identified
for Scottish tourism growth. Regional film offices can
provide guidance on how to obtain filming permissions
at specific locations.

VisitScotland
can help with

Spokespeople and Characters
Our Consumer PR team has access to a variety of
characters and individuals around Scotland, people who
can bring Scotland to life through their stories, actions,
music, food and professions. Spokespeople have been
identified as advocates for Scotland from a wide range
of backgrounds and professions including chefs, kiltmakers, artists, fishermen, weavers, musicians, singers,
golfers and adventurers.
Images
Our comprehensive Scotland image library is available at
https://digitalmedia.visitscotland.com. We have
thousands of high resolution photographs which are
completely free for you to use.
Please email the Consumer PR team on
travelpr@visitscotland.com for more information.

Heads - the sculpture, at Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, Glasgow
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Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire
Balmoral Estate
Ballater AB35 5TB
Set amongst the magnificent scenery of Royal

Various, around the Estate.

Deeside, in the shadows of Lochnagar, is the
Balmoral Estate. In her journals, Queen Victoria
described Balmoral as “my dear paradise in the

For filming permission please contact Diane Eddy.

Highlands”.
Diane Eddy
+44 (0)13397 42534 ext 2264
info@balmoralcastle.com
www.balmoralcastle.com

For information about filming fees please contact Diane Eddy.

For information about public liability insurance please contact Diane Eddy.

Balmoral Castle
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aberdeen and aberdeenshire
Braemar

Royal Deeside
Home to the world-famous annual Braemar

For filming permission please contact Marie Archer.

Gathering (held on the first Saturday in
September), which the Royal Family usually
attend. Braemar lies in spectacular mountain
scenery, at the eastern gateway to the highest
mountains of the Cairngorms National Park.
There are no fewer than 24 Munros (mountains
over 3,000 feet high) in the parish of Braemar.
The village is very much a year-round holiday
destination and the main access point to the
ski resort at Glenshee, as well as over 65 miles
of high level walks and cycle routes of varying
length and difficulty. It also holds the dubious
record for the lowest ever recorded temperature
in Scotland – minus 27 degrees centigrade.
Marie Archer,
Aberdeen City and Shire Film Office
+44 (0)1569 768 353
enquiries@filminginscotland.com
www.filminginscotland.com

River Dee, Braemar
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Argyll & Bute
Ardkinglas House and Estate
Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BG
The present house at Ardkinglas was completed

Site visit is advisable.

in the autumn of 1907 and is generally
considered to be the architect Sir Robert
Lorimer’s masterpiece. It was built at a time
when traditional materials were skillfully and

Please contact Ardkinglas Estate 01499 600261.

creatively mastered by expert craftsmen and
where a wealth of new technology could be
incorporated into the design. The house remains
practically unaltered and is a very popular
location for TV dramas, film production and
product launches. Ardkinglas Estate currently
covers around 12,000 acres, comprising of hill
ground, woodland garden, dovecot, old stables
and cottages.

Natasha Finlay, Argyll and Bute Council
+ 44 (0)1546 604873
natasha.finlay@argyll-bute.gov.uk
www.filminargyll.co.uk

Ardkinglas House and Estate
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argyll & Bute
Inveraray

The ancient Royal Burgh of Inveraray is located
60 miles north west of Glasgow, by Loch Fyne

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset.

in an area of spectacular natural beauty. The
ruggedness of the highland scenery serves as
a spectacular backdrop for a sheltered tidal

Site visit is advisable.

Loch, beside which nestles the present castle
built between 1745 and 1790. Inveraray is the
traditional county town of Argyll and ancestral
home of the Duke of Argyll, who founded the

Depending on which area you wish to film, for filming permission please
contact Argyll and Bute Council and the appropriate land owner.

town in 1745, alongside his new dwelling,
Inveraray Castle. Much of the town, including the
church, was designed and built by the Edinburghborn architect Robert Mylne between 1772 and
1800. Inveraray Jail is a living museum where real
people portray life in an 18th century prison.

For information about filming fees please contact Argyll and Bute Council
and the appropriate land owner, depends on which area you wish to film.
Public liability insurance depends on which area you wish to film,
contact Argyll and Bute Council and the appropriate land owner for
further information.

Natasha Finlay,
Argyll and Bute Council
+ 44 (0)1546 604873
natasha.finlay@argyll-bute.gov.uk
www.filminargyll.co.uk

Inveraray Castle

7

argyll & Bute
Isle of Mull

The Isle of Mull and the neighbouring Island of
Iona lie just off the west coast of Scotland. The

Site visit is advisable.

Island offers picturesque fishing villages such as
Tobermory, beautiful white sandy beaches, as well
as earning an enviable reputation as the one of the

Site visit is advisable.

best wildlife tourism destinations in the UK. Made
famous by programmes such as BBC Countryfile,
Balamory, Springwatch and Coast, Mull continues
to be a popular filming location for a range of

Island of Seil can be accessed from the mainland by bridge; Easdale
and Luing can both be accessed by a short ferry trip.

productions. The Isle of Mull also offers regular
scenic tours to the Isle of Staffa and the Treshnish
Isles to view the puffins in season and explore

Depending on which area you wish to film, for filming permission
please contact Argyll and Bute Council and the appropriate landowner.

Fingal’s Cave. Mull can be visited by a daily regular
ferry service from Oban South Pier.
For information about filming fees contact Argyll and Bute Council and
the appropriate landowner, depends on which area you wish to film.

Natasha Finlay,
Argyll and Bute Council
+44 (0)1546 604873
natasha.finlay@argyll-bute.gov.uk
www.filminargyll.co.uk

Tobermory on the Isle of Mull

Public liability insurance depends on which area you wish to film,
contact Argyll and Bute Council and the appropriate land owner for
further information.
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argyll & Bute
Kilchurn Castle

Loch Awe, Dalmally, Argyll
One of the most photographed castles in

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset.

Scotland, Kilchurn Castle was a fortress, a
comfortable residence and later a garrison
stronghold, and contains the oldest surviving

Site visit is advisable to identify locations depending on the brief.

barracks on the British mainland. Its five-storey
tower house dominates the complex, with a
lower hall, courtyard and barracks below.
Kilchurn Castle was built in the mid-1400s,
and it remained the base of the mighty
Campbells of Glenorchy for 150 years. After
the first Jacobite Rising of 1689, Kilchurn was
converted into a garrison stronghold, but was

The castle is open in the summer only (April to September). The
castle can be accessed on foot from the Dalmally roadside (A85)
under the nearby railway viaduct. This is via the loch-side, which can
flood periodically, so caution is advised.
Visit www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/filming/book-asite-for-filming to complete Historic Environment Scotland’s Filming
Request form. Please allow 14 working days’ notice to ensure
permissions are in place in time for filming to go ahead.

abandoned by the end of the 1700s.
For information about filming fees contact Historic Environment Scotland.

Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

Kilchurn Castle

Public liability insurance amount TBC.
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argyll & Bute
Machrihanish Airbase

79 MACC Business Park, Campbeltown,
Argyll, PA28 6NU

Please contact Machrihanish Airbase Community
Company on telephone 01586 551555.

The Machrihanish Airbase Community
Company manage the community airport
and associated assets for the benefit of
the community and the public in general.
The site has a large variety of around 200
buildings, including: a huge aircraft hanger;
a church; a medical centre; vast workshops;
bars and clubs catering for 500, a 10,000 foot

There is no filming permit required from Argyll and Bute Council but
broadcasters should inform council of filming schedule in advance.
It is essential however, to contact the landowner in order to establish
availability, access and cost.
For information about filming fees contact Machrihanish
Airbase Community Company 01586-551555.

runway, accommodation for approximately
400 and more than 1,000 acres of land.

For information about public liability insurance please contact
Machrihanish Airbase Community Company 01586-551555.

Natasha Finlay,
Argyll and Bute Council
+44 (0)1546 604873
natasha.finlay@argyll-bute.gov.uk
www.filminargyll.co.uk

Machrihanish Bay, Kintyre
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argyll & Bute
Slate Islands

Isle of Seil, Easdale and Luing, Argyll and Bute,
The Slate Islands are an island group in Argyll and Bute

Site visit is advisable.

lying immediately off the west coast of Scotland, north of
Jura and southwest of Oban. The main inhabited islands
include Seil, Easdale and Luing and are considered

Site visit is advisable.

the most accessible islands in Scotland. Collectively
these islands are known as “The islands that roofed the
world” and as visitors journey through each, they can
see evidence of the 19th century slate mining industry,

Island of Seil can be accessed from the mainland by bridge; Easdale
and Luing can both be accessed by a short ferry trip.

including quaint original quarrymans’ cottages that gave
the islands their title. The island of Seil can be accessed
over the “Bridge over the Atlantic” designed by Thomas
Telford in 1793. All islands offer an array of wildlife from

Depending on which area you wish to film, for filming permission
please contact Argyll and Bute Council and the appropriate landowner.

otters, dolphins and seals and provide small ferry trips
to transport you between each. The islands remain a
very popular location to film due to the scenic island
landscapes and ease of access. The islands have been
used in productions such as BBC’s From Darkness and a
music video for Florence and the Machine.

View south from near Clachan Bridge
with Clachan-Seil on the Isle of Seil on right

Natasha Finlay,
Argyll and Bute Council
+44 (0)1546 604873
natasha.finlay@argyll-bute.gov.uk
www.filminargyll.co.uk

For information about filming fees contact Argyll and Bute Council and
the appropriate landowner, depends on which area you wish to film.
Public liability insurance depends on which area you wish to film,
contact Argyll and Bute Council and the appropriate land owner
for further information.
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Ayrshire and Arran
Culzean Castle

Maybole, Ayrshire KA19 8LE
Culzean Castle is one of Scotland’s best-loved

Anytime.

castles, situated on the South Ayrshire coast
just off the A719, 12 miles south of Ayr and
four miles west of Maybole. What you see at
Culzean Castle today is a result of many years

Site visit would be advisable.

of careful restoration by the National Trust for
Scotland that has united the different stages
of Culzean’s aesthetic history. It reflects the

For access restriction contact Anna Rathband for more information.

different stages of Culzean’s past, from Robert
Adam’s additions to the medieval tower
house, to its heyday as one of the grandest

For filming permission contact Anna Rathband or more information.

houses in Scotland.

Anna Rathband,
Filming Manager, National Trust for Scotland
+44 (0)131 458 0447
arathband@nts.org.uk
www.nts.org.uk/filming

Culzean Castle

For information about filming fees contact Anna Rathband.

For information about public liability insurance please contact Anna Rathband.

17

Ayrshire & Arran
Robert Burns Birthplace Museum
Murdoch’s Lone, Alloway, Ayr KA7 4PQ
Robert Burns Birthplace Museum offers

Anytime of the day.

a truly unique encounter with Scotland’s
favourite son. The museum comprises the
famous Burns Cottage where the poet was
born, the historic landmarks where he set his

Various, site visit would be advisable.

greatest work and many original manuscripts
and belongings of the poet and his family.
You’ll also find the elegant monument and
gardens created in his honour.
Anna Rathband,
Filming Manager, National Trust for Scotland
+44 (0)131 458 0447
arathband@nts.org.uk
www.nts.org.uk/filming

Please contact Anna Rathband for more information.

Please contact Anna Rathband for more information.

For information about filming fees contact Anna Rathband.

For information about public liability insurance please
contact Anna Rathband.

Robert Burns Birthplace Museum
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Dumfries & Galloway
Burns House and Burns Mausoleum

Burns House, Burns Street, Dumfries DG1 2PS
It was in this simple sandstone house in a quiet Dumfries
street that Robert Burns, Scotland’s national poet, spent the
last years of his brilliant life. He died here in 1796 at the age
of just 37. The house gives us a picture of how the poet and
his family lived in the late 18th century. It is now a place of

For filming permission please contact South West Scotland Screen
Commission - they can also advise on recommended vantage points
and times of day to film.
For information about filming fees please contact Lesley Rogers,
Dumfries and Galloway Film Council for more information. Burns
House, Museum and Mausoleum are owned by the local authority.

pilgrimage for Burns enthusiasts from around the world. You
can see his desk and chair in the study where he wrote his
best known poems, the famous Kilmarnock and Edinburgh

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

editions of his work and many original manuscripts and
belongings of the poet and his family.
Burns Mausoleum, St Michaels’s Kirkyard, Dumfries DG1 2LJ
Situated in St Michael’s Kirkyard is the impressive Grecian
Mausoleum in which Burns, his widow Jean and five of their
family lie. Burns was originally buried in a modest grave in a
corner just to the left of the Mausoleum and it was not until
1815, 20 years after his death, that his remains were moved to
this more fitting location. He shares the kirkyard with many of
his friends, colleagues and contacts.
Dumfries and Galloway Film Council
+44 (0)30 3333 3000
Burns House
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Dumfries & Galloway
Caerlaverock Castle

Caerlaverock, Dumfries DG1 4RU
Caerlaverock Castle is one of Scotland’s great medieval
fortresses. For 400 years it stood on the very edge of

Please contact Historic Environment Scotland to
complete a questionnaire and sign an indemnity form.
Please allow fourteen days prior to filming.

the kingdom. To the south, across the Solway Firth, lay
England. For most of its history, Caerlaverock played an
important role in the defence of the realm. Caerlaverock’s

For information about filming fees contact Historic
Environment Scotland for more information.

triangular shape is unique among British castles. Why
it was built this way is not known. A walk around the
castle gives a sense of its strength, its economy of form

Public liability insurance amount TBC.

and its pleasing geometry. Three lengths of defensive
curtain wall are linked at their three angles by high
corner towers. The north tower, facing into Scotland, is a
mightily impressive twin-towered gatehouse.
Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

Caerlaverock Castle
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Dumfries & Galloway
Drumlanrig Castle

Thornhill, Dumfries & Galloway DG3 4AQ
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate

Please contact Claire Oram at Drumlanrig Castle - she can also
advise on recommended vantage points and times of day to film.

is home to part of the internationally
renowned Buccleuch Art Collection, and one
of the family seats of the Duke and Duchess
of Buccleuch and Queensberry. It is also a

Private ownership of the Duke of Buccleuch
– location fee is dependent on production.

thriving country estate providing a wealth of
exciting experiences for all the family.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

Claire Oram,
Castle Manager, Drumlanrig Castle
+44 (0)1848 331555
coram@buccleuch.com

Drumlanrig Castle
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Dumfries & Galloway
Glentrool

Galloway Forest Park
Glentrool in Galloway Forest Park provides an

The hour after sunrise and the hour before
sunset - the ‘golden’ hours, for richness of colour.

astoundingly scenic circuit of Loch Trool. You
could be forgiven for thinking you’d arrived in the
Highlands as you enter the glen, situated a few
miles north of Newton Stewart, just off the Girvan

For filming permission please contact Fiona Murray
at the Forestry Commission.

road. The full circuit of the loch is around five miles.

Fiona Murray,
Forestry Commission
+44 (0)131 3146140
fiona.murray@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
www.forestry.gov.uk

Loch Trool, Galloway Forest, Dumfries and Galloway

For information about filming fees contact Fiona Murray
at the Forestry Commission.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.
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Dumfries & Galloway
Gretna Green

Headless Cross, Gretna Green,
Dumfries & Galloway DG16 5EA
Gretna Green is one of the world’s most popular
wedding destinations, hosting over 4,000
weddings each year in the Gretna/Gretna Green
area, and one in every six Scottish weddings.
The Famous Blacksmiths Shop, built around
1712, became, in popular folklore at least,
the focal tourist points for the marriage trade
and is has been open to the public as a visitor
attraction since 1886. NB. Famous Blacksmith
Shop - private ownership of Gretna Green Ltd.

Gretna Green Ltd
+44 (0) 1461 338441
www.gretnagreen.com

Dependent on the purpose. In the summer,
opening hours are 9am until 6pm.
Shots of the front of the historic Famous Blacksmiths Shop are very
popular. Within the Sculpture Garden ‘The Big Dance’ is an impressive
sculpture of two hands clasping. It stands 13 feet tall and is made
of weathering steel (the same material as the Angel of the North)
creating an impressive backdrop for filming or photography. From the
hillock to the rear of the attraction you can see stunning views of the
rolling Scottish borders countryside.
Access to the original marriage room is restricted during an actual
wedding and permission must be gained to film wedding couples. There’s
ample parking for cars and locations for satellite trucks if required.

For filming permission please contact Gretna Green Ltd.

For information about filming fees contact Gretna Green Ltd.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

Famous Blacksmiths Shop, Gretna Green
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Dundee & Angus
Caird Hall and City Square
Dundee, DD1 3BB
Caird Hall combines a grand concert hall and the

Early morning and evening.

Marryat civic hall and was built between 1914 and
1927 and named after jute baron and sponsor,
James Key Caird. The foundation stone was laid
by King George V and Queen Mary in 1914. The

From City Square.

hall has a rare pipe organ by Harrison & Harrison.
Restoration was carried out to the building’s
interiors according to original photographs. The
front aspect looks out through a massive colonnade

Filming permission may be required from Leisure and
Culture Dundee.

of Doric columns over Dundee’s City Square and
Reform Street leading to the headquarters of
publisher DC Thomson, the historic High School of
Dundee and The McManus Gallery.

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen + TayScreen Scotland
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

Caird Hall and City Square

Leisure and Culture Dundee may charge filming fees on a
case by case basis.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.
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DUNDEE & ANGUS

Carnoustie and Carnoustie Golf Links
The Carnoustie Golf Hotel Carnoustie,
Angus DD7 7JE

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset – the
‘golden’ hours, for richness of colour.

One of the most famous golf courses in the world
and reputed to be one of the toughest challenges.
As a links course it is set beside golden beaches
and the beauty of the North Sea. Carnoustie is

Carnoustie beach and Carnoustie Golf Hotel.

home to the 147th Open Championship 2018.

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)7951 380403
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

Not for public areas and the beach, but filming at the hotel
is determined on a case by case basis.

For filming permission please contact FifeScreen +
TayScreen. Permission may be required from Golf Links.

Not on public land. Fees are applied in certain cases by
the hotel and the Golf Links.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

Carnoustie Golf Links
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DUNDEE & ANGUS
Dundee City Waterfront

Central Waterfront, A991, DD1 4AR
The £1billion transformation of Dundee City Waterfront

Early morning and evening.

encompasses 240 hectares of development land stretching
8km alongside the River Tay. Development that includes
the new V&A Museum of Design is propelling the city to
international acclaim. Travelling west to east along the

Top of The Law hill for high aspect, panoramic views;
Tay Bridge and walkway adjacent to River Tay.

Tay with views across to Fife and out to the North Sea the
Waterfront offers five distinctive areas:
•

Riverside with its own country park and Dundee Airport.

•

Seabraes, home to contemporary buildings and creativity.

•

The Central Waterfront, with Dundee Station, its unique
Slessor Gardens performance space and Captain’s Scott’s
Polar sailing ship Discovery.

•

City Quay with shops, hotels and its own historic ship,
HMS Unicorn, the last intact warship in the world from
the early 1800s.

•

The Port of Dundee, a destination for all things sea-going
from offshore oil rigs to cruise ships. It all adds up to a city
on a journey, a city going places.

Most locations are free to access but permission is required
for locations such as the Tay Bridge and Dundee Port.

Filming permits may be required but can be arranged at short
notice depending on the impact of production requirements.

Filming fees are not normally charged but may be
required for Dundee Port.

Public liability insurance is generally required; usual minimum is £5m.

Dundee City & Waterfront - The V&A Dundee

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)7951 380403
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com / www.dundeewaterfront.com
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DUNDEE & ANGUS
Glamis Caste
Angus DD8 1RJ
The famous first home of Queen Elizabeth the

Within the castle grounds to the front of the castle.

Queen Mother and one of the few heritage
sites in the world twinned with the Great Wall
of China. It is also renowned as one of the
most haunted castles in Great Britain!

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)7951 380403
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

Yes, Glamis Castle estate, although open to visit by the
public is private land.

For filming permission please contact FifeScreen+TayScreen.
Permission may be required from Glamis Castle.

Filming fees are applied in certain cases by Glamis Castle.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

Glamis Castle
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DUNDEE & ANGUS
Scurdie Ness Lighthouse
Montrose DD10
Scurdie Ness sits on the south shore of the River

Early morning and evening.

Esk estuary and looks out over the North Sea,
the town of Montrose and nature reserve, the
Montrose basin. In 1867 the seafaring community
of Ferryden village near the present lighthouse

From the lighthouse grounds and from the northern
bank of the River Esk estuary.

asked the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses
for a light to be installed at Montrose Point. There
had been numerous shipwrecks and loss of life
with 11 wrecks recorded. The lighthouse was built

Permission for the lighthouse and grounds, may be
required from Northern Lighthouse Board.

by David and Thomas Stevenson of the famous
lighthouse construction family and the tower was
lit for the first time in 1970. During the Second

The Northern Lighthouse board may charge filming fees on a
case by case basis.

World War the lighthouse was temporarily painted
black so that it could not be used by German
bombers as a daytime reference point.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)7951 380403
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

Scurdie Ness Lighthouse
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DUNDEE & ANGUS

Tay Rail Bridge and Tay Road Bridge
The Tay River at the city of Dundee is spanned
by the famous Victorian Tay Bridge and the

During summer, dawn and dusk. Autumn is particularly
dramatic for changes in the surrounding landscape.

iconic Tay Road Bridge opened by the Queen
in 1966. Spanning 2.75 miles, the Rail Bridge
carries the main-line railway from Dundee to
Fife starting at the village of Wormit.

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)7951 380403
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

Riverside Drive, car park at Fife/south end of Tay Road Bridge
and summit of Law Hill.

Access restrictions - These are determined on a case by case basis but
there is a pedestrian walkway and viewing room at the North end of the
Tay Road Bridge. There is no pedestrian access to the Tay Rail Bridge.
For filming permission please contact
FifeScreen+TayScreen/ www.tayscreen.com
Tay Road Bridge Board/ www.tayroadbridge.co.uk
Network Rail/ www.networkrail.co.uk

Filming fees are not applicable for general views from the
public road but may be charged on the bridges.

Public liability insurance is not required on
public land. £2 million minimum on bridges.

Tay Rail Bridge
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Edinburgh & The Lothians
Calton Hill

Calton Hill is one of Edinburgh and Lothian’s main
hills, set right in the city centre. It is unmistakable

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset - the
‘golden’ hours, for richness of colour.

with its Athenian acropolis poking above the
skyline. An unfinished monument, originally
called ‘National Monument’, it is intended to be a
replica of the Parthenon in Athens, as a memorial

Vehicle access needs to be obtained from Films Edinburgh.

to those who had died in the Napoleonic Wars.
Calton Hill provides broadcasters with a classic
establishing shot over Edinburgh’s Princes St, Old

Permit required from Edinburgh Film.

Town, Leith, River Forth and Arthur’s Seat.
Rosie Ellison,
Film Edinburgh
+44 (0)131 6227337
info@filmedinburgh.org
www.filmedinburgh.org

Calton Hill

Filming fees are available on request.

A copy of the Public liability insurance is required,
£2 million minimum.
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EDINBURGH & THE LOTHIANS
Edinburgh Castle

Castlehill, Edinburgh EH1 2NG
Medieval castle seated atop an ancient volcanic

Edinburgh Castle is lit in the evenings so can be
filmed at any time of day externally.

rock in the very heart of the city. From the
majesty of Crown Square or the intimacy of St
Margaret’s Chapel, to the spectacular views
across one of Europe’s most beautiful capitals –

Best vantage point are from the Castle Esplanade, or from Princes Street
/ Johnston Terrace / Grassmarket / Princes St Gardens.

it is world class.
Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

As the castle is a historic monument, and one of the busiest tourist
attractions in Scotland, consideration is required for the site and for
the visiting public. Contact Historic Environment Scotland Events
and Filming Team.
Please contact Historic Environment Scotland Events and
Filming Team to complete a questionnaire and sign an
indemnity form. Please allow fourteen days prior to filming.

Please contact Historic Environment Scotland Events and
Filming Team for more information.

Public liability insurance is required, £10 million.

Edinburgh Castle
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EDINBURGH & THE LOTHIANS
Edinburgh’s Old Town

One half of the UNESCO site of Edinburgh’s Old
and New Towns, the Old Town offers a scenic

Any time.

backdrop of ancient, winding, cobbled streets
and narrow closes in the heart of Edinburgh’s
city centre. Providing some inspiration for the

The Royal Mile, Victoria Street, Grassmarket.

Inspector Rebus novels by Ian Rankin, the Old
Town is also home to Mary King’s Close, an
underground warren of streets closed off from
the 17th century until recent years; and the

No access restrictions

Underground Vaults - a series of chambers formed
in the nineteen arches of the South Bridge.
Recent productions in the Old Town include T2

Notify Film Edinburgh so the police and local authorities can be made
aware, but no permit is required as long as no obstruction is caused.

Trainspotting and the Outlander TV series.
Rosie Ellison, Film Edinburgh
+44 (0)131 6227337
info@filmedinburgh.org
www.filmedinburgh.org

Notify Film Edinburgh so the police and local authorities can be made
aware, but no permit is required as long as no obstruction is caused.

A copy of the Public liability insurance is required, £10
million minimum.

Victoria Street in the Old Town, Edinburgh
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EDINBURGH & THE LOTHIANS
Holyrood Park & Arthur’s Seat

Arthur’s Seat is the principal peak in a
group of hills in Edinburgh’s Holyrood Park.

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset - the
‘golden’ hours, for richness of colour.

Although just a mile from Edinburgh Castle,
Arthur’s Seat, the nearby cliffs at Salisbury
Crags and Dunsapie Loch give the impression
of a wild highland landscape and provide an

There are various options available including the 1 o’ clock gun at
Edinburgh Castle.

excellent vantage point over the city.
Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

There is restricted parking.

Please contact Historic Environment Scotland to complete
a questionnaire and sign an indemnity form. Please allow
fourteen days prior to filming.

For information about filming fees contact Historic
Environment Scotland.

Public liability insurance amount TBC.

Looking towards Arthur’s Seat
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EDINBURGH & THE LOTHIANS
The Royal Yacht Britannia

Ocean Terminal, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6JJ
The magnificent Royal Yacht Britannia is

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset - the ‘golden’ hours, for
richness of colour.

one of the world’s most famous ships. It
was launched at John Brown’s shipyard in
Clydebank in 1953 and served the Queen for 44
years. The Britannia carried out 968 voyages

From the bridge.

for the Queen and the Royal Family and played
host to some of the most famous people in the
world, until it was taken out of service in 1994.

Narrow corridors in parts of the yacht.

The Royal Yacht Britannia can now be found in
Leith, Edinburgh, where visitors can discover
what life was like on board for the Royal Family

Permission needed from the the Royal Yacht Britannia team.

and the crew.
Lynda Dalgleish,
+44 (0)131 5558800
LyndaD@tryb.co.uk
www.royalyachtbritannia.co.uk

Filming fees are available on request.

A copy of the Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

The Royal Yacht Britannia (Image credit: Marc Millar)
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Fife

Culross and Culross Palace
Culross Fife, KY12
Culross is Scotland’s most complete example of

Early morning and evening.

a burgh of the 17th and 18th centuries. Whiteharled houses with red-tiled roofs line the steep
cobbled streets which run from the market cross
to the hill top abbey. In the centre is the ochre-

Market cross and to the north overlooking the village.

coloured palace with its beautifully reconstructed
period garden, complete with herbs, fruit and
vegetables, and rare Scots Dumpy hens. Culross
is acknowledged as one of the most picturesque

Most of the streets in Culross are public highways. Permission may be
required from National Trust for Scotland for certain properties.

villages in Scotland.
FifeScreen + TayScreen / National Trust for Scotland
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)131 458 0447
info@tayscreen.com / arathband@nts.org.uk
www.tayscreen.com / www.nts.org.uk

For filming permission please contact; for Culross contact FifeScreen
+ TayScreen; for National Trust for Scotland property contact
National Trust for Scotland.

For information about filming fees for Culross Palace
and other National Trust for Scotland locations please
contact Anna Rathband, National Trust for Scotland.

A copy of the Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

Culross
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fife

Falkland and Falkland Palace
Fife, KY15
Scotland’s first conservation village, Falkland is a

Early morning and evening.

former royal burgh at the foot of the Lomond Hills
originally dating back to the 1100’s and features
many historic houses, lanes and wynds. Falkland
Palace started life as a hunting lodge and was

Falkland centre, south of town and in Falkland Palace grounds.

expanded over the centuries to become one of
Scotland’s finest Renaissance palaces. It is home
to one of the oldest ‘real’ (or Royal) tennis courts in
Britain. It took on its current palatial appearance in

Most of the streets in Falkland are public highways. Permission may be
required from NTS for Falkland Palace.

the early 1500s on the instructions of King James
IV and his son, James V for country pursuits. Falling
into disrepair after the Civil War in the 1600s it was
restored by the 3rd Marquess of Bute in the late
1800s. The grounds also include a physic garden
with Renaissance-era herbal remedies.
FifeScreen + TayScreen / National Trust for Scotland
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)131 458 0447
info@tayscreen.com / arathband@nts.org.uk
www.tayscreen.com / www.nts.org.uk

Falkland

For filming permission please contact; for Culross contact FifeScreen
+ TayScreen; for National Trust for Scotland property contact National
Trust for Scotland.
For information about filming fees for Falkland Palace and other
National Trust for Scotland locations please contact Anna Rathband,
National Trust for Scotland’

A copy of the Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.
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fife

The Old Course
Links Clubhouse & Swilcan Restaurant (Old, New &
Jubilee courses), West Sands, St Andrews KY16 9XL

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset - the ‘golden’
hours, for richness of colour.

The Old Course is the oldest and most iconic golf course
in the world. The Swilcan Bridge and Hell Bunker are
recognised across the globe, yet the greatest feature
of the Old Course is that, despite its grand status, it

From West Sands beach.

remains a public golf course, open to all.
FifeScreen + TayScreen Scotland
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.fifescreen.co.uk / www.st-andrews.ac.uk

Please contact FifeScreen + TayScreen.
This is determined on a case by case basis.

For filming permission please contact FifeScreen + TayScreen.
This is determined on a case by case basis.

Filming fees are not applicable on public land but may be applicable
on Links Trust land.

Public liability insurance is not required on public land.
£10 million on Links Trust land.

The Old Course
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fife

St Andrews
St Andrews is a historic university town
on the Fife coast. Amongst its many

St Andrews University, West Sands beach.

attractions are the world-renowned golf
courses, picturesque sandy beach, winding
streets, cathedral and castle.
Please contact FifeScreen + TayScreen. Possibly on university land/property.

FifeScreen + Tayscreen Scotland
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.fifescreen.co.uk
www.st-andrews.ac.uk

St Andrews Town

For filming permission please contact Julie Craik at FifeScreen+Tayscreen.

For information about filming fees contact Julie Craik at FifeScreen & Tayscreen.

A copy of the Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

West Sands Beach

St Andrews Cathedral
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Forth Bridges
North Queensferry Village KY11; Viewpoint: Queen
Margaret’s Place, North Queensferry KY11 1HP

North Queensferry village and Forth Bridges view point. Port Edgar
Marina, located on the south side of the Firth of Forth, is an ideal spot for
getting an up-close view of the Queensferry Crossing.

Three bridges built over three centuries span the River
Forth on the east coast of Scotland, where the estuary
meets the North Sea and connects Edinburgh and the
south with Fife. The Forth Bridge was opened in 1890.

North Queensferry village and Forth Bridges view point

With its trademark red steel girder, it was declared a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2015, the same status
as India’s Taj Mahal and the Great Wall of China. The
Forth Road Bridge is a 2.5 km suspension bridge and was

Forth Bridges viewpoint is in the grounds of the Queensferry Hilton Hotel.

opened in 1964. It is accompanied by the Queensferry
Crossing, which opened in 2017 and which is the longest
three-tower, cable-stayed bridge in the world.
For north side:
Julie Craik
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.fifescreen.co.uk

The Queensferry Crossing

For south side:
Rosie Ellison,
Film Edinburgh
+44 (0)131 622 7337
info@filmedinburgh.org
www.filmedinburgh.org

Permission may be needed from the Queensferry Hilton Hotel. For north side:
Forth Ports and Network Rail info@transport.gov.scot www.forth-bridges.co.uk

The Queensferry Hilton Hotel may charge a filming fee on case by case basis.

A copy of the Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Antonine Wall

Cumbernauld/Kilsyth
In 2008 it became Scotland’s fifth UNESCO World

Depends on filming requirements.

Heritage Site, being listed as an extension of the
Frontiers of the Roman Empire. It is the most
northerly and westerly section of the frontier
which stretches across Europe. The Antonine Wall

A site visit is recommended

formed the northern defences of Antonine forts,
the remaining three sides were also ramparts
surrounded by two or three ditches. Forts contained
barracks for about 500 men, administrative

No access restrictions. Access can be arranged by Lanarkshire Screen Locations.

buildings, storerooms and workshops. The bath
house was usually outside the fort to reduce the
risk of fire. Antonine forts were located on Croy Hill,

Filming permission can be arranged through Lanarkshire Screen Locations.

Bar Hill and at Westerwood and Castlecary.

Shona Wilson,
Lanarkshire Screen Locations
+44 (0)1236 632861
wilsonsho@northlan.gov.uk
www.chooselanarkshire.com/sectors/film-locations

Antonine Wall

A small filming fee may be required but this can be negotiated
through Lanarkshire Screen Locations.

Contact Lanarkshire Screen Locations for more information.
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Chatelherault Country Park

Carlisle Road, Hamilton ML3 7UE
This 5 star visitor attraction includes a restored

Sunrise and sunset can provide interesting images and the Hunting Lodge
at Chatelherault is particularly attractive at dusk.

18th century hunting lodge and 500 acre Country
Park, an integral part of the Clyde Valley Woodlands
National Nature Reserve. Chatelherault was built
in 1732 as the hunting lodge and summer house

Around the hunting lodge and the woodland is also particularly
attractive, with queduct bridge and ruins of Cadzow Castle.

for the wealthy Duke of Hamilton. Designed by the
famous Scottish Architect William Adam, it now
serves as the magnificent gateway to the Country
Park. The hunting lodge is set on an eye-catching

Lanarkshire Screen Locations can arrange access.

hilltop site affording panoramic views of Glasgow
and the surrounding hills. Visitors can view the
Duke’s private Banqueting Room, apartments
and formal gardens. Outside, visitors can ramble

No permit necessary but three to four days’
notice is required.

through 10 miles of stunning gorge walks along the
River Avon and through ancient woodland, some of
which are the oldest in the country.

Shona Wilson,
Lanarkshire Screen Locations
+44 (0)1236 632861
wilsonsho@northlan.gov.uk
www.chooselanarkshire.com/sectors/film-locations
Chatelherault Country Park

There may be a small filming fee, however this can be negotiated.

Public liability insurance is required, as the venue is open to the public.
Please contact Lanarkshire Screen Locations for more information.
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA)

Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow G1 3AH
Housed in an elegant 18th century neoclassical

Early morning and late afternoon for interior shots.

building in the heart of Glasgow, the Gallery of
Modern Art (GoMA) offers a thought-provoking
programme of temporary exhibitions featuring
cutting-edge contemporary work by local,

To capture the GoMA is from the east side of Royal Exchange Square.

national and international artists.

James Doherty,
Media Manager, Glasgow Life
James.Doherty@glasgow.gov.uk
+44 (0)141 2875970
www.glasgowlife.org.uk

Arrangements can be made through Glasgow Life. Certain
artworks and exhibitions will be subject to copyright.

Suzanne Rough,
Media Officer, Glasgow Life (Mon – Wed)
Suzanne.Rough@glasgow.gov.uk
+44(0)141 283575
www.glasgowlife.org.uk

Three to four days’ notice is required before filming.

Glasgow Film Office
+44 (0)141 287 0424
www.glasgowfilm.com

Information about filming fees is available upon request.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA)
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
George Square

Glasgow G2 1DU
George Square is a pedestrianised area in

To be able to take in the city chambers, film from the west side.

the heart of Glasgow. The square is also
home to one of the city’s most important and
prestigious buildings, the City Chambers. The
City Chambers is a masterpiece of Victorian

No access restrictions but advance notice must be given.

architecture and has an impressive loggia,
marble staircases and stunning banqueting hall.
Yes a permit is required; this is supplied by Land and Environmental
Services. Advanced notice of three or four days is required.
Brian Scott,
Glasgow City Council
+44 (0)141 2878349
brian.scott@glasgow.gov.uk
Glasgow Film Office
+44 (0)141 287 0424
www.glasgowfilm.com

George Square

Filming fees may be waived, subject to nature of filming.

Public liability insurance is required, £10 million for
exteriors in the square.
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Inverclyde - Various filming locations

Inverclyde is an area of unrivalled beauty, situated
along the broad coastal reaches of the River Clyde
with breathtaking views to the Argyll Hills and Scottish

The best vantage points are Lyle Hill, Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park
(Greenock Cut Visitor), vantage point from the car park on the B788 on
the Auchmountain Road above Port Greenock.

Highlands. Many of Inverclyde’s historical attractions
celebrate Inverclyde’s influential maritime history and
industrial past. The picturesque villages of Inverkip
and Wemyss Bay have a distinct charm of their own.

All of the vantage points mentioned are open at all times and
accessible by A or B roads.

Their sailing waters and facilities provide an extensive
range of water-based sports and activities. Inland,

Gourock

nestling in the Gryffe Valley, take time to explore

Filming permission may be required once specific locations are identified.

Quarrier’s Village - a conservation village, formerly the
famous Victorian orphan community built by William
Quarrier - and the historic village of Kilmacolm

If filming from private estates in Inverclyde such as Ardgowan and
Finlaystone then a fee would need to be negotiated with the landowners.

whose ecclesiastical roots date back to St. Columba.
Inverclyde’s spectacular moorlands, hills and lochs lie
mainly within Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park, a haven
for the rarest species of Scottish wildlife and centre for

We would expect the film companies to provide evidence of their
own public liability insurance.

numerous outdoor pursuits and activities.

George Barbour,
Inverclyde Council
+44 (0)1475 717171
george.barbour@inverclyde.gov.uk
Looking across the harbour at Gourock

Finlaystone House and Country Estate
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum

Argyle Street, Glasgow G3 8AG
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum is one of Scotland’s

Early morning and late afternoon for interior shots.

most popular attractions with 22 themed, state-of-theart galleries displaying an astonishing 8000 objects.
The collections are wide-ranging and internationally
significant. They include: natural history, Salvador

Front exterior and inside the main hall, the two main
galleries off the main hall and the first floor galleries.

Dali’s Christ of St John of the Cross, arms and armour,
the Charles Rennie Mackintosh and Glasgow Style
gallery, the Glasgow Boys Gallery and art covering many
movements and historical periods. The building itself is

No restrictions, arrangements can be made through
Glasgow Life.

an architectural masterpiece and many spend as much
time viewing the building as they do the collections.
No permit necessary but three to four days’ notice is required.
James Doherty,
Media Manager, Glasgow Life
James.Doherty@glasgow.gov.uk
+44 (0)141 2875970
www.glasgowlife.org.uk
Suzanne Rough,
Media Officer, Glasgow Life (Mon – Wed)
Suzanne.Rough@glasgow.gov.uk
+44(0)141 283575
www.glasgowlife.org.uk

Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum

Information about filming fees is available upon request.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

Glasgow Film Office
+44 (0)141 287 0424
www.glasgowfilm.com
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
New Lanark UNESCO World Heritage Site

New Lanark Mill, Lanark ML11 9DB
Surrounded by native woodland and the famous

There are different many different aspects to the site and buildings
so it’s worth a recce prior to filming depending on requirements.

Falls of Clyde, this cotton mill village was founded
in 1785 and became famous as the site of Robert
Owen’s radical reforms. This UNESCO World Heritage
Site has been beautifully restored as both a living

The buildings are located in a valley and there are interesting vantage points
from the hillside. The Falls of Clyde are also particularly attractive.

community and tourist attraction. The fascinating
history of the village is interpreted in the awardwinning New Lanark Visitor Centre. Accommodation
is available in the New Lanark Mill Hotel and self-

Lanarkshire Screen Locations can arrange access.

catering cottages called the Waterhouses.

Shona Wilson,
Lanarkshire Screen Locations
+44 (0)1236 632861
wilsonsho@northlan.gov.uk
www.chooselanarkshire.com/sectors/film-locations

A filming permit is required. Please contact Lanarkshire
Screen Locations for more information.

There may be a small filming fee, however this can be negotiated.

Please contact Lanarkshire Screen Locations for more information.

New Lanark UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Riverside Museum

100 Pointhouse Place, Glasgow G3 8RS
Crowned as the 2013 European Museum of the Year

Early morning and late afternoon for interior shots.

and designed by internationally renowned architect
Zaha Hadid, the Riverside Museum houses Glasgow’s
world-class transport collection. The iconic building
houses more than 3,000 exhibits in over 150 interactive
‘story displays’, which detail the social histories of

From the north façade and the south façade externally and the Victorian street and
mezzanine walkway internally. From the museum you can also capture the River
Clyde with the Glasgow Science Centre and Clyde Auditorium in the distance.

hundreds of individuals. The varied collection includes
a South African locomotive and recreated city streets
from different eras of the city’s past. The Tall Ship

No restrictions, arrangements can be made through Glasgow Life.

‘Glenlee’, Glasgow’s lovingly restored Clyde built ship,
is berthed alongside the museum.
No permit is necessary for filming permission but three to four days notice is required.

James Doherty,
Media Manager, Glasgow Life
James.Doherty@glasgow.gov.uk
+44 (0)141 2875970
Suzanne Rough,
Media Officer, Glasgow Life (Mon – Wed)
Suzanne.Rough@glasgow.gov.uk
+44(0)141 283575
www.glasgowlife.org.uk

Information about filming fees is available upon request.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

Glasgow Film Office
+44 (0)141 287 0424
www.glasgowfilm.com
Riverside Museum and Tall Ship
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Strathclyde Country Park

366 Hamilton Road, Motherwell ML1 3ED
The park lies in 400 hectares of countryside in the

Early morning can produce some good shots of the loch at
Strathclyde Park.

valley of the River Clyde in Motherwell and is one
of Scotland’s most popular visitor destinations.
Mature woodlands, rough wetlands, wildlife refuges
and neat open parkland surround Strathclyde

Best vantage points can be found beside the loch.

Loch and are the focal point for many of the park
activities which include sailing, kayaking, rowing,
country walks, birdwatching, café, fitness gym,
open play areas, bike hire and funboats. The park

Lanarkshire Screen Locations can arrange access.

plays host to a series of major events throughout
the year and is also home to Scotland’s first
theme park, M&Ds, and Scotland’s largest indoor

Filming permit can be arranged through Lanarkshire Screen Locations.

rainforest, Amazonia.

Shona Wilson,
Lanarkshire Screen Locations
+44 (0)1236 632861
wilsonsho@northlan.gov.uk
www.chooselanarkshire.com/sectors/film-locations

Strathclyde Country Park

Filming fees depending on the scale of filming, access required, etc a fee
may be required but this can be negotiated.

Public liability insurance is required as the park is open to the public.
Contact Lanarkshire Screen Locations for more information.
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Summerlee, the Museum of Scottish Industrial Life

Heritage Way, Coatbridge ML5 3HU
A VisitScotland 4 star attraction, the museum sits

The miners’ cottages and mine are particularly interesting, as is
the electric tramway.

astride the site of the 19th century Summerlee
Ironworks. The Museum’s 22 acres border a
restored branch of the Monklands Canal. An
operational electric tramway offers rides on historic

Lanarkshire Screen Locations can arrange access.

trams to the recreated 19th century mine and
miners’ cottages, which depict life domestic life
from the 1840s to the 1960s.

Shona Wilson,
Lanarkshire Screen Locations
+44 (0)1236 632861
wilsonsho@northlan.gov.uk
www.chooselanarkshire.com/sectors/film-locations

Filming permit is required andcan be arranged through
Lanarkshire Screen Locations.

A small filming fee may be required but this can be negotiated through
Lanarkshire Screen Locations.

Public liability insurance is required as the park is open to the public.
Contact Lanarkshire Screen Locations for more information.

Summerlee, the Museum of Scottish Industrial Life
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Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley
University of Glasgow

University Avenue, Glasgow
Founded in 1451, Glasgow is the fourth-oldest

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset.

university in the English-speaking world. The
campus is centred around a neo-gothic main
building designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott.
The building’s distinctive spire was added by his

From the top of the neo-gothic tower. The south front of the main
building also offers impressive views across the city.

son John Oldrid Scott in the late 19th century.

Conference & Visitor Services,
University of Glasgow
+44 (0) 141 330 3110
www.glasgow.ac.uk
Glasgow Film Office
www.glasgowfilm.com
+44 (0)1441 287 0424
Glasgow Film Office
+44 (0)141 287 0424
www.glasgowfilm.com

Restricted access in the tower.

Permission must be granted from the University media office one week in advance.

Information about filming fees is available upon request.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million.

University of Glasgow
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Highland & Moray
Bowfiddle Rock

Portknockie
Bow Fiddle Rock is a natural sea arch near

Rectricted parking.

Portknockie on the north-eastern coast of
Scotland. It is so called because it resembles
the tip of a fiddle bow. It is composed of

For filming permission please contact Moray Council.

Quartzite, a metamorphic rock which was
originally quartz sandstone.

Mairi McIntosh
Moray Council,
Council Office,
Elgin IV30 1BX
+44 (0)1343 563493
mairi.mcintosh@moray.gov.uk

Bowfiddle Rock
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HIGHLANDS & MORAY
Craigellachie Bridge

Aberdeenshire AB38
Craigellachie Bridge is a cast iron arch bridge

No vehicular access on the bridge.

across the River Spey at Craigellachie, near
the village of Aberlour in Moray, Scotland. It
was designed by the renowned civil engineer

For filming permission please contact Moray Council.

Thomas Telford and built from 1812–1814. It
is a Category A-listed structure.

Mairi McIntosh
Moray Council,
Council Office,
Elgin IV30 1BX
+44 (0)1343 563493
mairi.mcintosh@moray.gov.uk

Craigallachie Bridge
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HIGHLANDS & MORAY
Eilean Donan Castle

As one of the most iconic images of Scotland,
Eilean Donan is recognised all around the

This will depend on the season. Long day length in the summer means filming can go on
from early in the morning till late in the evening but castle access is from 9am to 5pm.

world. Situated on an island at the point where
three great sea lochs meet, and surrounded
by majestic scenery, it is little wonder that
the castle is now one of the most visited and

Best vantage points are from the various points in the castle
grounds and also from the A87 or by boat from Loch Druich.

important attractions in the Scottish Highlands.
Although first inhabited around the 6th century,
the first fortified castle was built in the mid
13th century and stood guard over the lands of

It is advisable to avoid filming during the busy visitor season in July,
August and September, but the castle is available all year round.

Kintail. Partially destroyed in a Jacobite uprising
in 1719, Eilean Donan lay in ruins for the best
part of 200 years until it was re-opened in 1932.

For filming permission please contact David Win .

David Win,
+44 (0)1599 555332
davidwin@btconnect.com

Filming fees are determined on a case by case basis.

Photographer’s Public Liability Insurance
- minimum level of cover of £10 million.

Eilean Donan Castle
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HIGHLANDS & MORAY
Glencoe

Glencoe really does merit the description
‘spectacular’. The best approach is from the

The hour before sunset - the ‘golden’ hours, for richness of colour.

south on the A82, one of the major routes
through the Highlands. The road climbs over the
bleak expanse of Rannoch Moor and drops down
between the steep scree-strewn sides of Glencoe.

Heading north on the A82.

Awesome mountains such as Buachaille Etive
Mòr and the Three Sisters loom on either side,
with riverine scenery at the bottom of the glen.
The name Glencoe means ‘Valley of Weeping’,

There are some parking spaces along the A82 otherwise
permission is required from individual landowners.

and has a melancholy air thanks to it being the
site of the Massacre of Glencoe in 1692. This
was carried out by a regular regiment of the
British army, under the command of Captain
Robert Campbell of Glenlyon. The chief of the
MacDonalds of Glencoe had been slow to swear
allegiance to William of Orange and the massacre

Filming permission can be arranged through Lawrence Sutcliffe.
For National Trust for Scotland land at Glencoe please contact
Anna Rathband, National Trust for Scotland.
Filming fees are determined on a case by case basis. For information
about filming fees for National Trust for Scotland land in Glencoe please
contact Anna Rathband, National Trust for Scotland.

was part of a wider government policy designed
to bring pro-Jacobite clans to heel.
Contact Lawrence Sutcliffe for more information.

Glencoe

Lawrence Sutcliffe,
Highlands of Scotland
Film Commission
+44 (0)1463 702955
info@scotfilm.org
www.scotfilm.org

Anna Rathband,
Filming Manager,
National Trust for Scotland
+44 (0)131 458 0447
arathband@nts.org.uk
www.nts.org.uk/filming
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HIGHLANDS & MORAY
Glenfinnan Monument and Viaduct

Set amid superb Highland scenery, the
Glenfinnan Monument is a tribute to the

The hour before sunset - the ‘golden’ hours, for richness of colour.

Jacobite clansmen. At the head of Loch
Shiel, it was erected, in 1815, in tribute to the
Jacobite clansmen who fought and died in
the cause of Prince Charles Edward Stuart.
The Glenfinnan Viaduct is a stunning 21 arch

The spectacular views down to the monument can be found
from the left side of the train. Views of the viaduct can be shot
from the head of Loch Shiel (A830.)

railway bridge in magnificent scenery at the
head of Loch Shiel on the West Highland
Line, used by both steam trains and regular

There are limited parking places along the road and also limited
parking at the monument and Visitor Centre.

passenger services. It is also an unmistakable
landmark for all Harry Potter fans!

Anna Rathband,
Filming Manager, National Trust for Scotland
+44 (0)131 458 0447
arathband@nts.org.uk
www.nts.org.uk/filming

For Glenfinnan Monument advance filming permission is required from
the National Trust for Scotland. For Glenfinnan Viaduct please contact
Lawrence Sutcliffe at Highlands of Scotland Film Commission

Filming fees are available on request.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million.

The Glenfinnan Viaduct
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HIGHLANDS & MORAY
Knockando Woolmill

The Woolmill, Knockando, Aberlour, AB38 7RP
The oldest continually working woollen mill in

Different areas of the location are lit differently throughout the day.

Europe, the Knockando Woolmill site hosts a
cluster of Grade A listed buildings and cottages,
with a working waterwheel and picturesque
garden. The mill buildings contain restored Grade

As a working woollen mill, access can be limited during working hours.
Access by arrangement with Knockando Woolmill company management.

A Victorian machinery that is still in use today.

Emma Nicolson,
+ 44 (0)1340 810 345
emma@knockandowoolmill.co.uk
www.knockandowoolmill.org.uk

Knockando Woolmill

Filming permission by arrangement with Knockando Woolmill
company management.

Filming fees would be dependent on the access required.
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HIGHLANDS & MORAY
Loch Ness

This is Scotland’s largest loch, by water volume,
and a very popular tourist destination, thanks in

Best time of day to film is dependant on the season. Long day length in the summer
means filming can go on from early in the morning till late in the evening.

part to the Loch Ness Monster phenomenon. There
is a choice of cruises to gain good vantage points,
plus excellent lochside locations such as Dores,
Urquhart Castle and in the south, Fort Augustus,

Best vantage points are Urquhart Castle, Fort Augustus; also at Dores Inn and beach.

with an especially good panorama northwards up
the loch from roadside east of the village.
Dependent on the wishes of the landowner of the location desired.

Lawrence Sutcliffe,
Highlands of Scotland Film Commission
+44 (0)1463 702955
info@scotfilm.org
www.scotfilm.org

Filming permission is dependent on individual landowners. Please
contact the Highlands of Scotland film commission for contact details.

Filming fees are dependent on individual landowners. Please contact the
Highlands of Scotland film commission for contact details.

This is considered on a case by case basis – please contact the
Highlands of Scotland Film Commission.

Urquhart Castle on Loch Ness
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Orkney Islands
Ring of Brodgar Stone Circle

KW16
The Ring Of Brodgar Stone Circle and Henge,

Any time - the changes in light levels and conditions makes the
ring a very atmospheric place to film.

which is part of the heart of Neolithic Orkney
World Heritage Site, is a truly spectacular
stone circle. The ring is surrounded by a
large circular ditch or henge that can still be

Best vantage point, about five miles North East of Stromness on
the B9055. Grid reference - HY 294 134.

seen. The truly circular layout of the ring is
an unusual attribute that singles it out as one
of the largest and finest stone circles in the
British Isles. The Ring of Brodgar comprises a

Must stick to outer circle and path. No pegs to be put into the ground on site.

massive ceremonial enclosure and stone circle
probably dating from between 2500 and 2000
BC. Around it are at least 13 prehistoric burial
mounds and a stone setting (2500-1500 BC).

Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

Ring of Brodgar Stone Circle

For filming permission please contact Historic Environment Scotland
to complete a questionnaire and sign an indemnity form. Please allow
fourteen days prior to filming.

For filming fees please contact Historic Environment Scotland
for more information.

Public liability insurance amount TBC
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Outer Hebrides

Callanish Standing Stones & Doune Carloway Broch

Callanish, Isle of Lewis HS2 9DY
The Outer Hebrides boast a rich selection of worldclass archaeological and historical sites. The Isle

The light quality is exceptional in the islands and different atmospherics can be achieved
at all locations depending on weather variations. In June the islands experience a max.
three hours’ darkness each night and extended daylight hours feature from April to August.

of Lewis is home to the magnificent Neolithic
Callanish Stones: 50 stones in a cross formation
within which the impressive 12m diameter inner

There are many positions which offer differing outstanding views.

circle comprises 13 stones, up to 4m high.
Callanish Standing Stones

Just seven miles from Callanish is Doune Carloway
Broch an extraordinarily well preserved 1st
century BC structure standing proud overlooking

Neither site permits vehicle access unless by exception. Car-parking and a
visitor centre are adjacent to the Callanish Stones and the Broch is sited a
short walk from a dedicated carpark.

majestic moorland, with hollow walls up to 9m
tall and a circular inner chamber. These sites have
a physical and spiritual aspect that makes them

Permission to film at these sites must be granted by Historic Scotland.
+44 (0)131 668 8885 | events@hes.scot | www.historicenvironment.scot/
visit-a-place/ filming/book-a-site-for-filming

among the islands must-see destinations.

Sarah Maclean,
Outer Hebrides Film Office
+44 (0)1851 822689
sarah.maclean@cne-siar.gov.uk

Doune Carloway Broch

No film office fee is charged. Historic Environment Scotland
may impose a fee at their discretion.

Public liability insurance of no less than £1million is required
for commercial productions.
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OUTER HEBRIDES
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village

Gearrannan Trust, 5a Gearrannan, Carloway,
Isle of Lewis, HS2 9AL
The Gearrannan Blackhouse Village is a unique

The light quality is exceptional in the islands and different atmospherics can be achieved
at all locations depending on weather variations. In June the islands experience a max.
three hours’ darkness each night and extended daylight hours feature from April to August.

location; 9 stone-built thatched ‘blackhouses’
restored to preserve an example of the traditional
settlements which housed people across the
Highlands and Islands for centuries. The interior of

The village runs down a gentle slope to a rocky shore line extending to the Atlantic
Ocean beyond and a number of good vantage points the village and amongst the
cottages themselves.

the cottages contain accommodation and services
to enhance today’s visitor experience - the exterior
is a step-back-in-time to an authentic agricultural

The site only permits vehicle access by exception. Car
& bus parking are adjacent to the village.

village showing how the basic but close-knit
communities of our past lived.
Permission to film at this site must be permitted by The Gearrannan Trust.
+44 (0)1851 643416 | info@gearrannan.com

Sarah Maclean,
Outer Hebrides Film Office
+44 (0)1851 822689
sarah.maclean@cne-siar.gov.uk

No Film Office fee is charged. The Gearrannan Trust will agree a fee
following discussion with each production on their specific requirements.

Each commercial production is required to have public liability insurance in
place and details must be discussed in advance with The Gearrannan Trust.

Existing footage of the location can potentially be accessed through discussion
with the Film Office.

Gearrannan Blackhouse Village
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OUTER HEBRIDES
Kisimul Castle

The castle dates essentially from the 15th
century. This formed the residence of the chief
of the MacNeil’s of Barra. An associated curtain
wall fringed the small rock on which the castle
stood, and enclosed a small courtyard in which
there are ancillary buildings. These comprised
a feasting hall, a chapel, a tanist’s (heir’s) house

There are a number of good positions, from up on the surrounding hills or in
the village of Castlebay, from which the castle can be clearly seen. You can
access the castle with a local boat company. Get in touch with the Historic
Environment Scotland team for more information. +44 (0)131 668 8885
events@hes.scot | www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/ filming/booka-site-for-filming
There are a number of good positions, from up on the surrounding
hills or in the village of Castlebay, from which the castle can be
clearly seen. You can access the castle with a local boat company.

and a gokman’s (watchman’s) house. Most
were restored in the 20th century. A well near
the postern gate is fed with fresh water from

This location is a short distance out at sea, so a boat is required
to access the property.

an underground seam. It passed into Historic
Environment Scotland’s care in 2000.

Sarah Maclean,
Outer Hebrides Film Office
+44 (0)1851 822689
sarah.maclean@cne-siar.gov.uk

Please contact Historic Environment Scotland to complete a
questionnaire and sign an indemnity form. Please allow fourteen
days prior to filming.

Please contact Historic Environment Scotland for more information.

Public liability insurance amount TBC

Kisimul Castle
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OUTER HEBRIDES
Outer Hebrides Beaches

The beaches of the Outer Hebrides are
world famous and regularly feature in
the top-ranking beaches of the world.

The light quality is exceptional in the islands and different
atmospherics can be achieved at all locations depending on weather
variations. In June the islands experience a max. three hours’ darkness
each night and extended daylight hours feature from April to August.

Pure white sands, tall grass-swept
dunes, wildflowers and turquoise waters
surrounded by dramatic landscape: These
beaches are never crowded and are mostly

These beaches offer a range of outstanding views and often exclusive
access for close ups, panoramas and secluded shots. Most offer close road
access and on-site parking.

without any signs of modern life. The larger
and more accessible sites are serviced by
car-parking and public toilets for visitors.

Sarah Maclean,
Outer Hebrides Film Office
+44 (0)1851 822689
sarah.maclean@cne-siar.gov.uk

All beach access for filming purposes, especially with vehicles, must be
discussed with the relevant local contacts in advance.

No filming permits are required in this area.

Please discuss filming fees with the relevant local contacts.

Please discuss public liability insurance with the relevant local contacts.

Luskentyre Beach, Isle of Harris
© Mo Thomson Digital Media
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Perth & Kinross
Blair Castle Estate

Blair Atholl, Pitlochry PH18 5TL
Blair Castle stands in its own estate near

Early morning and evening for contrast and colour saturation.

the village of Blair Atholl in Perthshire.
Originally dating back to the 1200’s, the
oldest part of the castle is Comyn’s Tower
built in the 15th century. The castle was

Castle perimeter and vantage points across the estate.

remodelled in Scots Baronial style in the
1800’s and has been open to the public
since 1936. Blair Castle Estate also hosts
annual international horse trials, the

Yes, permission is needed from Blair Castle.

Atholl Highlanders, the private army of the
Duke of Atholl (the only legal private army
in Europe) and the second tallest tree in
Britain, a Grand Fir in Diana’s Grove.

FifeScreen+TayScreen,
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com
www.blair-castle.co.uk

Blair Castle Estate

Yes from Blair Castle.

A filming fee may be charged by Blair Castle on a case by case basis.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million.
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PERTH & KINROSS
Crannogs, Loch Tay

Kenmore, Loch Tay, Aberfeldy,
Perthshire PH15 2HY

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset - the ‘golden’
hours, for richness of colour.

The Scottish Crannog Centre on Loch Tay features an
authentic reconstruction of a Bronze Age dwelling
supported on stilts above the surface of the loch.

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

Layby parking at the south end of Kenmore near the lochside
- follow the small road around the lochside past the pier and
boat hire centre for good views over the loch to the crannog.

There is restricted parking.

For filming permission please contact FifeScreen+TayScreen.

For filming fees please contact FifeScreen+TayScreen.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million.

Crannogs, Loch Tay
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PERTH & KINROSS
Gleneagles Hotel

Auchterarder, Perthshire PH3 1NF
Originally a railway hotel built by the

Around mid-day, looking north for great light.

Caledonian Railway Company in 1924,
Gleneagles, or ‘The Palace in the Glens’, has
long been established as one of the leading
hotels of the world, renowned for its luxurious

A very impressive distance view of Gleneagles can be had from a layby to the
south on Gleneagles – the A823 with backdrop of mountains beyond.

surroundings and impressive leisure facilities.
An AA 5 Red Star resort, it boasts award-winning
restaurants, three championship golf courses,
and an enviable choice of country pursuits

For access restractions please contact FifeScreen+TayScreen.

including clay pigeon shooting, falconry, gun
dog training, archery and an equestrian centre.
Gleneagles hosted the Ryder Cup 2014 and will
host the Solheim Cup 2019.

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

Gleneagles Hotel

Please contact FifeScreen+TayScreen. Permission
may be required from Gleneagles Hotel.

For Gleneagles Hotel land, this is determined by Gleneagles
Hotel on a case by case basis.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million minimum.
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PERTH & KINROSS
Queen’s View

Loch Tummel PH15 5NR
The Queen’s View is said to be one of the

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset - the ‘golden’ hours,
for richness of colour.

most photographed views in Scotland;
its location on the North Shore of Loch
Tummel in Highland Perthshire has
everything - lochs, mountains and

From the north shore of Loch Tummel.

forests. The view was named after Queen
Victoria visited there in 1866 and loved it.
No access restrictions.

Julie Craik,
FifeScreen+TayScreen
+44 (0)1382 432483
info@tayscreen.com
www.tayscreen.com

For filming permission please contact FifeScreen + TayScreen.
Permission may be required from the Forestry Commission.

A fee may be charged if on Forestry Commission land.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

The Queen’s View which overlooks Loch Tummel
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PERTH & KINROSS
Scone Palace

Perth PH2 6BD
Scone Palace has an exciting and colourful

Early morning and evening.

history as one of Scotland’s most important
stately homes. Once home to the Picts, since the
1100’s it has at different times been the seat of

Castle grounds.

Scottish parliaments and the crowning place of
the Kings of Scots, including Macbeth and Robert
the Bruce. Built of red sandstone, it is one of the
finest examples of late Georgian Gothic (early

Permission may be required from Scone Palace.

1800’s) in the United Kingdom. The Palace houses
an outstanding collection of antiques, paintings
and rare artifacts and the grounds are renowned
throughout the world. (Courtesy Scone palace).

FifeScreen+TayScreen / Scone Palace,
+44 (0)1382 432483 / +44 (0)1738 552300
info@tayscreen.com
www.scone-palace.co.uk

Filming permission may be required from Blair Castle.

Scone Palace may charge filming fees on a case by case basis.

Public liability insurance is required, £2 million minimum.

Scone Palace
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Scottish Borders
Melrose Abbey

Melrose TD6 9LG
Melrose Abbey is a magnificent ruin on a grand

The hour after sunrise and the hour before sunset - the ‘golden’
hours, for richness of colour.

scale with lavishly decorated masonry. Probably
the most famous ruin in Scotland, the abbey
was founded by David I in 1136 for the Cistercian
Order, it was largely destroyed by Richard II’s

From Abbey Street looking north east, and from Cloisters Road
looking south with the Eildon Hills as background.

English army in 1385. The surviving remains of
the church are largely of the early 15th century,
and are of an elegance unsurpassed in Scotland.
Objects found during excavation are displayed

An alternative route around the abbey avoids steps. The church,
cloister and museum grounds are suitable for visitors using
wheelchairs or those with limited mobility.

in the Commendator’s House. The Abbey is also
thought to be the burial place of Robert the
Bruce’s heart, marked with a commemorative

A filming permit required in advance from Historic Environment
Scotland. At least fourteen days notice required.

carved stone plaque within the grounds.

Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

Melrose Abbey

Filming fee are negotiable on request.

Public liability insurance amount TBC
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SCOTTISH BORDERS
Scott’s View

Looking onto the Eildon Hills, this is a
wonderfully romantic spot and is so-called

Morning, with the sun behind you. The view is towards the Eildon Hills, looking west.

because it was Sir Walter Scott’s favourite
patch for picnics and contemplation. When
the carriage bearing Scott’s body was on
its way to his funeral at Dryburgh Abbey

The location is a vantage point itself.

(HS), the horses stopped without being
reined, as they always did when carrying
Scott. Thus it was named ‘Scott’s View’.

No access restrictions.

Rosie Ellison,
Film Edinburgh
+44 (0)131 6227337
info@filmedinburgh.org
www.filmedinburgh.org

Please contact Rosie Ellison at Film Edinburgh.

No filming fees required.

Public liability insurance is required, £10 million as standard.

Scott’s View
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Shetland Islands
Eshaness / North Mainland

Eshaness ZE2 9RS
The coastline throughout Northmavine is remarkable,

Daytime generally. Summer offers enhanced lighting at sunset
for a very dramatic scenic effect.

with magnificent cliffs, extraordinary rock formations,
beautiful, deserted beaches and tranquil, sheltered
voes. Eshaness on the North Mainland can boast one

Generally good views - outstanding cliff views at Eshaness.

of the highest energy coastlines in the world. Blasted
by the full force of the North Atlantic it displays a
stunning array of stacks, blowholes, geos (narrow
inlets) and cliffs. During the Devonian period, 350 -

No access restrictions.- but follow the Country Code.

400 million years ago, a volcano lay at the north end
of a broad valley containing a massive freshwater lake
called Lake Orcadie. The spectacular cliffs cut right
through the flank of what was the Eshaness volcano.

No filming permission required.

It has been described as ‘the best section through the
flank of a volcano in the British Isles’. At the point of
Mavis Grind, it is often said that here you can stand on

No filming fees required.

the shore of the North Sea and throw a stone into the
Atlantic Ocean on the other side.
No public liability insurance required.

The cliffs at Eshaness

Neil Henderson,
Shetland Islands Council
+44 (0) 1595 744 960
neil.henderson@shetland.gov.uk
http://filmshetland.com
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SHETLAND ISLANDS
St Ninian’s Isle

Bigton, ZE2 9JA
St Ninian’s Isle is a small tied island connected by

Daytime generally in summer.

the largest active tombolo in the UK to the southwestern coast Mainland, Shetland, in Scotland.
It is an outstanding example of a tombolo,
known locally as an ayre, from the Old Norse for

From above the beach on the approach road or across the
500m beach looking east.

‘gravel bank’ and is 500 metres long. Except at
extremely high tides, the sand is above sea level
and accessible to walkers. Depending on the

No access restrictions.- but follow the Country Code.

definition used St. Ninian’s is either an island, or a
peninsula; it has an area of about 72 hectares. The
nearest settlement is Bigton on South Mainland.
The important early medieval St Ninian’s Isle

No filming permission required.

Treasure of metalwork, mostly in silver, was
discovered under the remains of the church floor
in 1958. Many seabirds, including puffins, visit the

No filming fees required.

island, with several species nesting there.

Neil Henderson,
Shetland Islands Council
+44 (0) 1595 744 960
neil.henderson@shetland.gov.uk
http://filmshetland.com
St Ninian’s Isle

No public liability insurance required.
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SHETLAND ISLANDS
Sumburgh / South End / Fair Isle

The area boasts outstanding Iron Age sites,
featuring highly important drystone structures

Daytime generally. Summer offers enhanced scenery.

at Mousa, Old Scatness and Jarlshof. They
are outstanding in terms of their original
construction and in surviving the ravages of time,
providing some of the most significant examples

Generally good views from most locations - best up-close
at the relevant sites.

of the European Iron Age in an area outside the
Roman Empire. Old Scatness and Jarlshof are
situated within a mile of one another; Mousa is
situated on the first island to the north on the

Contact Shetland Amenity Trust for specific Mousa, Scatness and
Jarlshof restrictions prior to visit. The Country Code should be
followed and it is recommended that visits are planned in advance and
a guide used to maximise filming opportunities afforded by this area.

west coast. Fair Isle is situated 25 miles south of
Sumburgh, a distinct island and famous for giving
the world Fair Isle knitwear. It can be reached by

No filming permission required.

regular flights from Tingwall, near Lerwick, and
ferry during the summer from Sumburgh.
Possible entry fee required for some sites.

Neil Henderson,
hetland Islands Council
+44 (0) 1595 744 960
neil.henderson@shetland.gov.uk
http://filmshetland.com

Sumburgh

No public liability insurance required.
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SHETLAND ISLANDS
Unst / Muckle Flugga

Unst, ZE2 9EQ
Unst is the most northerly populated island

Daytime generally. Summer offers enhanced scenery and lighting.

in the British Isles and is unique in terms of its
scenic beauty and mystical charm. It is one of the
most spectacular, varied and interesting islands
in Europe with ultramarine sea, beautiful sun-

The island boasts a good road network. There are generally good
views of the island from the coastal points. It is possible to drive to
the hill of Saxavord for a stunning view from an elevated position.

bleached beaches of pure sand, majestic cliffs and
hills, outstanding flora and fauna and national
nature reserves of international significance.

No access restrictions.- but follow the Country Code.

Located on a 12 by five mile area and with a
population of approx. 700, the land remains
unspoilt and visitors are always welcome. Muckle
Flugga is the most northerly point of the island.

No filming permission required.

Hermaness Natural Nature Reserve at the north
end of Unst offers opportunities for bird life and
stunning cliff scenery photography combined.

Neil Henderson,
Shetland Islands Council
+44 (0) 1595 744 960
neil.henderson@shetland.gov.uk
http://filmshetland.com

Muckle Flugga

No filming fees required.

No public liability insurance required.
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SHETLAND ISLANDS
Up-Helly-Aa

Lerwick, ZE1
Up-Helly-Aa is Shetland’s famous Viking themed annual
fire festival - the largest in Europe. Up-Helly-Aa takes
place in Lerwick, Shetland on the last Tuesday in January

Daytime filming offers a chance to film the Jarl Squad in daylight along with the impressive
Galley (replica longship), which is taken around the town as they carry out their round of
visits to schools, care homes and other venues in Lerwick. At the same time the junior Up
Helly Aa squad is active in the town centre complete with smaller replica longship. The
evening procession offers a dramatic opportunity to shoot the impressive fire festival which
features nearly 1,000 fiery torches and ‘guizers’ in costume. The town centre street lights are
turned off at this time providing a wonderful contrast between flame and darkness.

every year. Up-Helly-Aa day involves a series of marches
and visitations, culminating in a torch-lit procession
and the burning of a replica galley. This is followed by
hours of performing acts and dancing in halls throughout

Various positions around central Lerwick following the
published Jarl Squad route for the daytime and evening.

Lerwick. The main group (squad) of men with their leader
(the Jarl) have the freedom of Lerwick for a day, and are
dressed in impressive Viking costume. There are other
smaller rural Up-Helly-Aa events around Shetland during

The Up-Helly-Aa Committee recommend a recce a year prior to any filming
project in order to fully understand all nuances of the Procession in order to
maximise the quality of any filming project. Visitors should bear in mind the
relative congestion in Lerwick around the Procession route.

the period January – March but the festival in Lerwick is
the largest spectacle and offers great filming potential.
Please contact Shetland Islands Council for further details.

Neil Henderson,
Shetland Islands Council
+44 (0) 1595 744 960
neil.henderson@shetland.gov.uk
http://filmshetland.com

A street in Lerwick during the Up-Helly-Aa festival

All productions are encouraged to download the press information
pack produced by the event organising committee well in advance
of filming. It contains important guidance, including filming
restrictions. It is available at the following link -www.uphellyaa.
org/press-information another excellent guidance link is at
www.shetland.org/things/events/culture-heritage/up-helly-aa

Please contact Shetland Islands Council for further details.

No public liability insurance required.
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Stirling & Forth Valley
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Bo’ness. EH51 0NJ
Relive the sights, sounds and smells of yesteryear at

Depends on needs of filming.

central Scotland’s heritage railway. The five mile long
railway track runs through a variety of landscapes
from foreshore, through rural farmland and over
viaducts to the modern industrial landscape. The

Footbridge, station platforms, trains.

stand out features of this picturesque railway are;
Bo’ness Station with many buildings of an historic
nature, several period railway bridges, a private

Yes, all filming must be discussed and agreed in advance.

railway line and railway yard. Full size steam trains
and diesel locomotives available along with historic
carriages from 1930 to 1980 allowing internal and
external viewpoints and quaint Birkhill Station based

Yes please contact us for more information.

in the countryside. This location has been used
many times in both film and TV work. Located less
than an hour’s drive from Edinburgh and Glasgow

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

with very large car park suitable for Unit Base.
Amanda Kilburn,
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
+44 (0) 01506 825855
amanda.kilburn@srps.org.uk
www.bkrailway.co.uk
Bo’ness Kinneil Railway Historic Carriage
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Blackness Castle

Blackness, Linlithgow, West Lothian, EH49 7NH
Mighty fortifications make this 15th century castle

Dependent on requirements.
Contact Historic Environment Scotland to discuss.

look like a ‘ship that never sailed’. Blackness
was never just a peaceful lordly residence – its
enduring roles were as a garrison fortress and
state prison. Blackness has been used as a filming

Dependent on requirements.
Contact Historic Environment Scotland to discuss.

location for hit TV Show Outlander.
Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

Dependent on requirements.
Contact Historic Environment Scotland to discuss.

All filming requires a permit and at least fourteen days’ notice
is required.

For filming fees contact Historic Environment Scotland.

Public liability insurance amount TBC.

Blackness Castle
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Callendar House and Park
Falkirk, FK1 1YR
Callendar Park is the jewel in the crown of parks within

In principle, any time of the day. A site visit is advisable.

the Falkirk area, covering over 170 acres and housing the
magnificent Callendar House. Callendar House, which
dates from the 14th century, is stunningly regal and hosts
a restored 1825 traditional kitchen. The picturesque

Various internal and external vantage points including kitchen.

woodlands and gardens are home to a number of
interesting historical features including an arboretum,
ornamental gardens, a family mausoleum and a small
loch. There is also ample parking space available.
Lyndy Donaldson,
Falkirk Community Trust
+44 (0)1324590911
fct.events@falkirkcommunitytrust.org
www.falkirkcommunitytrust.org/venues/callendar-park

The majority of areas are available; however access restrictions
are determined on a case by case basis.

Permission must be obtained prior to any filming .

Filming fees will be negotiated on a case by case basis.

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

Callendar House and Park
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Clackmannanshire

Clackmannanshire is Scotland in miniature,
nestled between the Ochil Hills and the River Forth,
within only an hour’s drive from both Glasgow

Most of the area is accessible, especially Ochil Hills and land
permissions can be arranged on a case by case basis. Other suggested
locations for filming include Devonvale Hall and Alloa Tower.

and Edinburgh and 10 minutes from Stirling Clackmannanshire boasts great opportunities for
outdoor scenery and locations as well as medieval

Depends on location - contact film office for advice.

tower houses and Castle Campbell. The county
has a large collection of unique public art, and the
built infrastructure is a mixture of old and new. The
Clackmannanshire Bridge was recently used for

Any permissions, depending on film project can be arranged
via the film office.

the production of ‘Cloud Atlas’.
Ben Short,
+44 (0)1259 452258
bshort@clacks.gov.uk
www.clacksonscreen.org

Castle Campbell

Filming fees are dependent on location – free where possible,
but there may be a charge for private locations.

Public liability insurance is dependent on location - all
PLI and copies of risk assessment will be required.
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Doune Castle

Castle Road, Doune, Stirling FK16 6EA
Built for the Regent Albany, Doune Castle is

During opening hours. Contact Historic Environment
Scotland for further details.

a magnificent, late 14th century courtyard
castle. Its most striking feature is the 100ft
gatehouse that includes the splendid
Lord’s Hall with its musicians’ gallery,

There are various vantage points for filming throughout the castle.
Please contact Historic Environment Scotland for further details.

double fireplace and carved oak screen.
The Castle has been featured on screen as
‘Castle Anthrax’ / ‘Swamp Castle’ in Monty
Python & the Holy Grail, as ‘Winterfell’ in
the pilot of Game of Thrones, and more
recently as ‘Castle Leoch’ in Outlander.

Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming
Screen Stirling
www.screenstirling.com
+44 (0)1786 233152

Doune Castle
© Crown Copyright reproduced courtesy of Historic Environment Scotland)

Yes, the castle is open to visitors from : 9.30am, 5.30pm (4.30pm during
winter) and any filming required to take place during this time needs to be
agreed in advance.

Yes, all filming requires a permit and at least fourteen days’ notice is
required.

Commercial filming is chargeable with price on request. Non-commercial filming
is assessed on an individual basis. Contact Historic Environment Scotland.

Public liability insurance amount TBC
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The Falkirk Wheel
Falkirk, FK1 4RS
The world’s only rotating boat lift, linking the Forth &

Mid-afternoon

Clyde Canal to the Union Canal 35 metres above, allowing
vessels to ‘sail through the sky’, thanks to a unique fusion
of art and engineering (and the same power it would

Aqueduct, upper car park, Roughcastle Tunnel

take to boil eight kettles, just 1.5kWh for each rotation).
The Falkirk Wheel opened in 2002 replacing a flight of 11
locks that once connected the Union Canal to the Forth &
Clyde, more than 100 feet below. Whereas weary travellers

Scottish Canals escort required for aqueduct and internal structure access

once had a day’s heavy work opening and closing 44 lock
gates to complete the journey, the Falkirk Wheel allows
vessels to transit between the two waterways in just a few
minutes. The Wheel has transformed Falkirk into a key

Yes

tourism destination, attracting around 500,000 visitors
each year, from all over the world to marvel at the working
sculpture which combines modern engineering and

Yes

technology with ancient principles set out by Archimedes
more than 2000 years ago.
Required

The Filkirk Wheel

Chris McDonald,
Scottish Canals
+44 (0)141 3547556
Filming@scottishcanals.co.uk
www.thefalkirkwheel.co.uk

143

Stirling & FORTH VALLEY
The Helix Park
Falkirk,FK2 7ZT
The Helix Park is a modern and exciting urban park

In principle, any time of the day. A site visit is advisable.

that is home to the Kelpies: two 30 metre high
stainless steel structures and the largest equine
sculptures in the world. The park hosts a modern

Kelpie Plaza area, Lagoon and visitor centre

visitor centre, a network of canals, large events
greenspace, lagoon and numerous natural features.
Ideally located in central Scotland, the park is
less than an hour away from both Glasgow and

The majority of areas are available; however access restrictions are determined on
a case by case basis.

Edinburgh. It also has multiple car parks available,
including use of the large grounds of Falkirk
Stadium (available on request).

Lyndy Donaldson,
Falkirk Community Trust
+44 (0)1324590911
fct.events@falkirkcommunitytrust.org
www.thehelix.co.uk

Permission must be obtained prior to any filming

Filming fees will be negotiated on a case by case basis

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

The Kelpies, Helix Park
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Inchmahome Priory / Inchmahome Island
Lake of Menteith, Stirling FK8 3RA
Set on an island in the Lake of Menteith,

Various times. Please contact Historic Environment
Scotland for further details.

Inchmahome Priory is an idyllically-situated,
Augustinian monastery dating from 1238.
Much of the 13th century building remains.
There is also a wide range of plant and wildlife
on Inchmahome Island, with the island being

There are a number of extremely photographic / picturesque
locations at the priory and on the island that are suitable for filming.
Please contact Historic Environment Scotland for further details.

covered in mixed deciduous woodland,
predominantly oak, ash, sycamore and silver
birch. There are also some ancient, sweet

Filming required to take place during opening hours and needs to
be agreed in advance.

chestnut trees dating from the late 12th century.

Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

Yes, all filming requires a permit and at least fourteen days’ notice is required.

Commercial filming is chargeable with price on request. Non-commercial filming
is assessed on an individual basis. Contact Historic Environment Scotland.

Screen Stirling
www.screenstirling.com
+44 (0)1786 233152
Public liability insurance amount TBC

Inchmahome Priory and Inchmahome Island
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Muiravonside Country Park
Linlithgow, EH49 6LW
Muiravonside Country Park hosts 170 acres of stunning

In principle any time of the day. A site visit is advisable.

woodland and parkland on the banks of the River
Avon. Created from the estate of Muiravonside House,
built in the 17th century, there are many unique areas

Traditional stone courtyard, viaduct, fields, woodland and
farm animals.

within the park. This includes an impressive viaduct and
traditional mill. It also features a small farm with a range
of animals, a sculpture trail and a number of traditional
style buildings in the Visitor Hub courtyard. The stunning

The majority of areas are available; however access restrictions
are determined on a case by case basis.

natural backdrop has been used for a number of large
scale productions in the past for film and TV. There is
also ample space available for parking.
Lyndy Donaldson,
Falkirk Community Trust
+44 (0)1324 590911
fct.events@falkirkcommunitytrust.org
www.falkirkcommunitytrust.org/venues/muiravonside

Permission must be obtained prior to any filming

Filming fees will be negotiated on a case by case basis

Public liability insurance is required, £5 million.

Muiravonside Country Park
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The National Wallace Monument

Abbey Craig, Hillfoots Road, Causewayhead,
Stirling KF9 5LF

Early morning and late evening – within opening hours - are the times
when the light is most sympathetic for filming the Monument itself.

Along with Stirling Castle and Bannockburn, The National
Wallace Monument is one of the three principal heritage
attractions in Stirling, which serve as both the tourism
infrastructure for Stirling and as the principal generators
of visitor demand. As venues they tell the story of Stirling,

These will depend on the requirements of the production. The features of the Monument
itself can provide an authentic and atmospheric setting for historical narratives, whilst
the views across the city, from the summit of the Abbey Craig, or from the Crown of the
Monument itself, can provide an impressive backdrop for commentaries.

which is centered around William Wallace and Andrew
Murray’s 1297 clash with the forces of Edward I, and
Robert the Bruce’s 1314 battle against Edward II. These
encounters only took place where they did because of the
river crossing and the castle, and just as Stirling was at the
centre of the Wars of Independence in the Middle Ages, it
is today at the heart of Scotland, and for travellers visiting

Yes access to and from the Monument itself is by a restricted roadway that is used for the
Monument’s own courtesy bus, private vehicles are not permitted. Also, filming is normally
only permitted during opening hours. Please give at least seven days notice if possible.

Prior approval is required from Stirling District Tourism, and at least
seven days’ advance notice is requested if possible.

the country for special events its location means that it is
an ideal destination to enjoy during their leisure time.
Ken Thomson,
Stirling District Tourism
+44 (0) 1786 450069
ken.sdtourism@btconnect.com
www.nationalwallacemonument.com

The National Wallace Monument

Screen Stirling
www.screenstirling.com
+44 (0)1786 233152

The applicable filming fee is determined by the type of production, and by
whether or not access is required to the interior of the building.

The insurance requirements are determined by the type of production but
most productions will require a minimum of £1 million public liability cover.
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Stirling Castle

Castle Wynd, Stirling FK8 1EJ
Stirling Castle is a truly iconic landmark towering
over the city and surrounding countryside

Best time of day to film, during summer is dawn and dusk. The castle sees
daylight from about 4am but is best between 6am-9am. Lighting conditions are
also very good around 6pms-7pm during the summer. Autumn is particularly
dramatic for changes in the surrounding landscape.

and has played an integral role in defining
Scotland’s history, serving as the childhood
home of Mary Queen of Scots. Within its walls
lies one of Britain’s finest surviving renaissance
palaces, which has recently undergone a lavish
refurbishment to restore it to how it would have
been in the mid-16th century during the Scottish
Renaissance. It also boasts one of the grandest
medieval banqueting halls in Europe and
spectacular views from its ramparts.
Historic Environment Scotland
Filming Team
+44 (0)131 668 8850
filming@hes.scot
www.historicenvironment.scot/filming
Screen Stirling
www.screenstirling.com
+44 (0)1786 233152

The Overport Battery is the ultimate vantage point - it’s the only place where
you can film/photograph a landscape with all the main buildings in it as well
as offering spectacular 360 degree views which include the National Wallace
Monument, The King’s Knot and Church of the Holy Rude. The Queen Anne
Gardens also offer a dramatic backdrop and wonderful views of Stirling. The
Castle’s Esplanade is good for establishing shots of the castle and the Inner
Close provides access to the major buildings within the castle.
The castle is open to visitors from 9am-6pm and any filming required to take
place during this time needs to be agreed in advance. Also if equipment is
required it has to be agreed with Stirling Castle’s works team in advance.
Contact Historic Environment Scotland .

All filming requires a permit and at least fourteen days’ notice is required.

For filming fees contact Historic Environment Scotland.

Public liability insurance amount TBC

Stirling Castle
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useful contacts

The following contacts may be useful in addition to the film office contacts available on the Creative Scotland website - click here for relevant links

Creative Scotland

Locations Team

locations@creativescotland.com

+44 (0)141 302 1724

www.creativescotland.com

Festivals Edinburgh

Beth Thoms

beth.thoms@festivalsedinburgh.com

+44 0131 529 6763

www.edinburghfestivalcity.com

Forestry Commission

Alan Stevenson, Head of Recreation

alan.stevenson@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

+44 0300 067 6156

www.forestry.gov.uk

Historic Environment Scotland

Filming Team

filming@hes.scot

+44 (0)131 668 8850

www.historicenvironment.scot/filming

National Trust for Scotland

Anna Rathband, Filming Manager

arathband@nts.org.uk

+44 (0)131 458 0447

www.nts.org.uk

RSPB Scotland

James Reynolds, Head of Marketing

james.reynolds@rspb.org.uk

+44 (0)131 317 4105

www.rspb.org.uk

Scotch Whisky Association

Rosemary Gallagher

rgallagher@swa.org.uk

+44 (0)131 222 9230

www.scotch-whisky.org.uk

licensing@snh.gov.uk

+ 44 01463 725364

www.snh.gov.uk

Scottish Natural Heritage		
Scottish Wildlife Trust		

https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk - Also refer to the Guide for Best Practice for Watching Marine Wildlife.

Transport Scotland

www.transport.gov.scot Please also refer to the guidelines for Filming on the Scottish Trunk Road Network.

filming@transport.gov.scot

This guide has been compiled in conjunction with Creative Scotland, the National Screen Agency for Scotland.
To contact Creative Scotland with regards to locations, please visit www.creativescotlandlocations.com or
telephone +44 (0)141 302 1724.
This copy was correct at the time of going to press. VisitScotland cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information
and accepts no responsibility for any error or misrepresentation. All liability for loss, disappointment, negligence
or other damage caused by the reliance on the information contained herewith, or in the event of any company,
individual or firm ceasing to trade, is hereby excluded. Illustrative map are for guidedance.
For further information contact VisitScotland, email travelpr@visitscotland.com or visit www.visitscotland.com

