Café Art press release attachment 26 February 2019
1. Dominic Hanley

“It didn’t take too much struggle to do in three sittings at Crisis Skylight. If a large
canvas comes into the art group I claim it! I have been painting and drawing all my
life. I’ve got drawing books at home that go back to when I was at primary school.”
He grew up in Kentish Town. “I’m a North London boy.” He says he was drawn to
the West End as in those days that’s where you made money.” He now lives in a
private rental in Harlesden, Brent, in North West London and has lived “all the way
around London” including Lambeth. 12 years. He goes to Crisis every week
participating in three groups.

2. Mr Guan Chowoes to an art group in St Cuthberts, Earls Court. Meets every
Monday morning. “I’m an animal lover. I love dogs. I was looking though some
magazines and I saw a lot of images of dogs. I just painted one of them.”
How long have you been an artist?
“Not long! I started doing art when I was staying at the Crisis House at Highbury
Grove in 2017.” He has slept rough, “all over the place” four to five years ago. It’s a
long story. Regarding homelessness in London today, Guan says that a lot of people
don’t take a lot of notice of the increasing number of homeless people on the streets.
Guan, who arrived in the UK from Penang, Malaysia more than 30 years ago, is
currently “sofa hopping” at a friend’s place in Seven Sisters, north London. “I have
managed to pull myself up a bit. It’s better than my previous situation. I’ve managed
to get a warm place to sleep.” He feels the government should do a lot more to help
out those people. “There’re a lot of [homeless] centres that I have been to [that need
support], as do people coming off the street, “at least to help them start off with.”
Guan can’t work because of his illness. Because he has a lot of free time he volunteers
with several charities. One is Tze Chi, the Chinese Association in Archway where he
helps with a lot of activities, including teaching Mandarin to young children every
Sunday. Every Saturday they provide a Chinese meal for the homeless and Guan
helps with the cooking it that. On Tuesdays he also volunteers with St Gabriel’s
church, also in Archway, meeting and with elderly people., serving sandwiches with a
“chit chat”.

3. Wayne Coleman

Wayne is 39 years old and was born in London, and currently is in New Cross receiving housing
assistance from SHP including attending their art classes.
He has been working all his life and was working in the tiling industry for 10 years. When he lost
his job everything went down hill and he ended up sleeping rough for about a week before the
999 Street Link team found him. Since then he has moved from various temporary housing and is
aiming to get employed and back on his feet.
Wayne has been drawing since he was a child on and off. His Earliest influence was Leonardo da
Vinci. “I like the way he sketches and I love the way he draws really beautiful delicate hands.
Turner, Rembrandt where also big influencers to me when I was in school. I also like to go on
Youtube and look at hyper-realism”. When Wayne was in full time work, doing sales he basically
put my art to one side and didn’t do anything for two years.
He likes trying a mix of materials, trying new things. “I do portraits of people as well, I work in
London outside the national gallery or places like Elephant and castle where I have my work on
display. So what I do is get peoples photos and then I draw them, so that’s how I network myself,
it’s better than Facebook or Instagram. Getting cliental and making money, its better to be out
there. It’s a little bit like busking, once they see me working on the piece, they send me a picture
and we go from there.”
“Art is like meditation, I like the idea of starting something from scratch and getting to the
finished product even if it’s difficult. I like the idea of problem solving.”
“I drew Bob Marley because everyone knows who he is, he’s kind of like a reggae icon, I liked his
spirit… When I draw something its not just for the sake of it, the subject got to be Interesting.”

